


UICK’S NEW SPECIAL SKYLARK 


more power, styling changes 


i. |THE INSIDE STORY ~ 
OF THE INDY S00. 


CHEVROLET’S 
NEW IMPALA 
SUPER SPORT 


WITH THE 


409 ENGINE 
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From Buick Motor Division, General Motors Corporation—a new-size treasure with full-size comfort and a price to pleasantly surprise you. 


Often in your most secret dreams you’ve pictured yourself in a spell like the 
y y y 


J 
Y 1) OC | Té , Shylark’s 7 But expect even more than you dreamed a car could be 7 


Expect the thrilling new Skylark V-8 to almost anticipate your desires {7 Expect handling precision 


fro which makes you feel you and the Skylark are one 7 Expect admiration. Oohs for the bucket-seat* 
Landau lines of its roof 7 And expect to be in that privileged circle of 


interior. Ahs for the 
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owners only if you come soon. For the Skylark is a limited edition car. 


dreamsville an 
skylark 2 


when better automobiles are built Z Buick will build them. 


*Bucket seats optional at extra cost. Exciting new proof... 
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West-Coast Dragster is Triple Record Holder 





Records: Cotati Drag Strip: 138.00 mph—E.T. 10.80 sec. 
Vacaville Drag Strip: 139.66 mph—E.T. 10.44 sec. 
Half Moon Bay Drag Strip: 138.79 mph—E.T. 10.60 sec. 
Top speed on one run—143 mph 


Owner: John Batto, Vineburg, Calif. 
Running Class: A-Altered 
Body: ’39 Crosley sedan; Pontiac rear 


Horsepower Rating: 450 HP 

Engine: Buick, 410 cu. in. with G.M.C. 671 Supercharger, special 
owner-designed blower drive, Hilborn Fuel Injection. 
Chrome-stroked crankshaft, Vertex magneto, magnesium wheels, 
and security parachute for braking. 


Like many other top drivers, triple record holder John Batto depends on 
Pennzoil Z-7 for full-time lubrication protection in his record-breaking dragster. 
“‘The time and money spent in building up these engines makes me more 

careful of the oil I put into them,” says John. “‘That’s why I always use 

Pennzoil, because I know it will always protect my expensive racing engine.” 
This amazingly pure Pennsylvania motor oil lasts longer, works better . . . and 
you'll never need extra additives again, between regular changes. So treat 
your engine to Pennzoil Z-7. If your favorite dealer doesn’t display Pennzoil, 
ask for it, insist on it by name—wherever you drive, whatever you drive. 


Richest, most complete motor oil in the world 
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Racing Ace Johnny Mantz completes oil check on a '61 Galaxie driven at 120 mph at Ford’s Kingman, Arizona, Test Center. 


THEY HARD-PEDALED A '61 FORD OVER 4,000 MILES... 
and the oil stood the test beautifully! 


Reports Johnny Mantz: "This machine really got a workout ... across the desert from Needles to 
Nogales and down the pike from Boise to Broken Knee. It was smashed over hot desert sand...into 


water traps at high speed...and crawled through city streets. Afterwards, they brought it back here 





to Kingman, where I drove it at 2 miles a minute. Then they dumped the oil and checked it. No 


sludge in this crankcase! Ford's new full-flow filtering rig really works. 4,000 miles between 


oil changes. Easy with this one!" 


| THE G1FORD! 


BEAUTIFULLY BUILT TO TAKE CARE OF ITSELF! 


FORD DIVISION, lord glor Company, 
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SAYS: 
this product does 
what it says 
it will do! 
DIRECTIONS: 
Add ONE PINT of ‘Dri-Powr for Auto- 
matic Transmissions’ to automatic trans- 
mission fluid NOW, and every Fluid 
Change, or every 10,000 miles if Fluid 
is not changed—to PREVENT Lecoking, 
Jerking and Slipping. 
Add TWO PINTS ‘DRI-POWR for Auto- 
matic Transmissions’ to Fluid if trans- 
mission is NOW Leaking, Jerking or 
ry Slipping. After driving 300 miles, if Red 
Warning Signal of Leak Detective con 
ry tained in ‘DRI-POWR for Automatic 
Transmissions’ indicates leaking con- 
tinues, then seals should be replaced. 
skhome of 
DRI-POWR PRODUCTS 
NATIONALLY DISTRIBUTED 
AZusa, CALIFORNIA, usa 
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ONE VOTE FOR BIG CARS 

For the last two years or longer, I’ve 
been following the controversy involving 
big cars vs. small ones, which has raged 
back and forth in MOTOR TREND and 
all of the other motor journals. I’ve read 
how the small car is more practical, the 
six-cylinder engine is more efficient and 
economical, the public wants more small 
cars, and the like — until I finally suc- 
cumbed and decided that there must be 
something to it. After all, who am I to 
defy all these experts? 

So last December I bought myself a 
1961 Comet — 101-hp engine and auto- 
matic shift. Up until that time I had 
been the happy (and I didn’t know how 
happy!) owner of a 1952 Cadillac, 
which had less than 20,000 miles on it 
when I sold it to buy the Comet. 

I am now driving a car with half the 
comfort, half the performance — and the 
same gas bill. My Comet gets 13 mpg 
in the city and 19 on the highway, as 
compared to 12 and 1714 for the Cad- 
illac. And as for the six-cylinder engine, 
I can only say that I feel like I’m driving 
something out of the Middle Ages after 
driving a modern V-8. 

Please chalk up my vote in favor of 
the big cars. I for one intend to get back 
into one as soon as I can figure out how 
to get rid of that beast in my garage 
without losing my shirt! 

Dick Hampton San Antonio, Tex. 


THREE-YEAR GUARANTEE 
In reference to liberal new-car guar- 





antees, it is interesting to note that the 
1940 Willys was guaranteed for three 
years or 100,000 miles. This undoubtedly 
holds the record for American cars. 

I owned one of these automobiles — 
and a very good car it was. 


Edgar W. Frazer West Orange, N.J. 
A BIG ORDER 

I noticed a very interesting item in 
“Motor Trends,” stating that Chevy’s 
409-cubic-inch high-performance engine 
option is pushing Ford toward a four- 
speed transmission option. This is rea- 
sonable. 

But I’ve never seen a 390-cubic-inch 
Ford with a three-speed box handle a 
348 Chevy stock for stock. True, Pontiac 
cut a good half-second off their elapsed 
time with a four-speed box, but Ford 
would have to cut quite a bit more than 
a half-second to handle a 348 Chevy. 
Joe D’Auria Port Morris, N.J. 


“PERSONAL” DODGE 

After seeing the Olds Starfire at the 
recent GM Motorama, an idea struck me. 

How about taking a Dodge Polara 
convertible, plopping in the 383-cubic- 
inch ram-tuned engine, and the three- 
speed manual gearbox on a console be- 
tween the bucket seats, and beefing up 
the Torsion-Aire system, a la Chrysler 
300-G? 

The Polara handles much better than 
the Olds and, it seems to me, with a 
jazzed-up interior and the same exterior, 
this job would not only look like a hot 
car, it would be one. 

With the current fad for “personal” 
cars, it seems to me that a car like this 
could become one of the hottest sellers 
in the country, and it could help beef up 

continued on page 8 




















“The way the body is assembled is rather novel.” 








FIRESTONE ANNOUNCES NEW SUPER SPORTS 
ALL-TRACTION DIRT TRACK TIRE! 


The new Super Sports All-Traction tire is engineered to com- 
bine an aggressive tread with brand-new stability—to give 
you plenty of forward bite without sacrificing a steady stance. 
Its Lo-Wide silhouette puts more gripping pattern on the 
track, lets more of its driving elements bite down deep. You 
get fantastic acceleration, plenty of hold on turns, too. And, 
thanks to the unique tread design, you stay on course in 
drifts and hold it when you hit the straightaway! This new 
tire stands up longer, too, because of tread-cooling shoulder 
grooves, track-tailored Firestone Rubber-X and a Safety- 
Fortified nylon cord body. Any wonder it’s clawing its way to 
the head of the pack? See the Super Sports All-Traction tire je 
a Super Sports All-Traction Dirt Track 
today at your Firestone Dealer or Store! Tire with new Lo-Wide Silhouette 


SPEEDWAY-PROVED FOR TURNPIKE SAFETY Firestone 


Tune in Eyewitness to History every Friday evening, CBS Television Network Copyright 1961, The Firestone Tire & Rubber Company 








"Whis-Purr” Sound and ZOOMING POWER 


plus New 
LONGER LIFE! 




















QUIET-TONE 


MUFFLERS 


Hi-Efficiency 
Fiberglass Packed ( #j 


OT E_ Rust-Resistant Alloy Coated Steel Case and End Caps 
(both inside and outside) 





BETTER THAN EVER! New “Quiet-Tone” Mufflers 
— already famous for distinctive, smooth tone 
and straight-thru construction that delivers full 
wer — now have corrosion-resistant “Gard- 
ote” for longer muffler life. Get low-cost, 
easy-to-install “Quiet-Tone” now! 
SEE YOUR favorite dealer for the ‘‘Quiet-Tone” Muffler 
to fit your car . .. plus a complete line of Duals... 
from the world’s largest lucer of Dual Exhaust 
Systems. 


AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 


DEPT. MT-6 2055 RUBY ST., MELROSE PARK, ILLINOIS 
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CROMWELL 


eS A 
CLEANER 


ond lubricant 


Eliminate costly engine repairs with the Cromwell family of 
scientifically compounded engine additives. = Cromwell X-3 molec- 
ular oil stabilizer stops excessive oil burning. «= Cromwell X-7 
cleans and frees sticking valves and lifters. = Cromwell X-2 prevents 
sticking valves and lifters and stops automatic transmission slippage. 
* Cromwell Upper Cylinder Cleaner and Top Oil lubricates 
and prevents iust throughout the fuel system. Add with each tank 
of gas. 


creme 


The Winners of the MOTOR TREND— 
Art Center School Design Competition 


Will be announced in the July Motor Trend 








MOLECULAR OlL STABILIZER 
sToP 


‘Engine wear + Oil burning 


thevst smoke » Compression” 


add at each and every oil change 


366 N. CAMDEN DRIVE + BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 
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Letters continued 


the middle-priced field, which sure could 
use it. 

Bob Duncan Norwalk, Calif. 
LEADFOOT TEST DRIVER? 

I was somewhat amazed to see the 
gasoline mileage figures for the 1961 
Cadillac in your April issue. 

I have owned new Cadillacs since 
1955- :4°S5, 37; 38, Se ome &: 61, 
and in my experience have never got less 
than 13 mpg. The range has actually run 
from 13 to 17 mpg, with the most usual 
figure just over 15. 

I have just returned from a trip to 
Miami Beach with most driving being 
done in the 60-to-70-mph range and 
have averaged about 15.2 mpg for the 
trip, including eight days of city driving 
in Miami Beach. 

If you averaged only 8 to 12 mpg, 
either your test driver was a real lead- 
foot, or someone was stealing your gas. 
Dale C. Pysher Bridgeport, Pa. 


SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

In your March issue Larry Day of 
Morgantown, Kentucky, stated that he 
was having trouble with a 57 Ford over- 
heating. 

I have a 1958 Ford Six which per- 
forms fine, except for high-speed driving 
in hot weather, when it overheats ap- 
proximately every 50 to 100 miles and 
requires more water. 

I found that, with the radiator cap 
directly above the inlet to the radiator, 
at high water flow rates the water was 
working by the vacuum breaker in the 
radiator cap and out the overflow. This 
condition only existed in hot weather 
when the thermostat was open and I 
was driving at high speed. 

I corrected the problem completely by 
installing a small spring to hold the 
vacuum breaker up against its seat. 
Donald H. McKay Old Town, Me. 


I am an auto mechanic and have run 
up against this type of complaint for a 
long time and have found a solution 
which will undoubtedly cure his trouble. 

All Fords of that year and other years 
call for a 14-pound pressure cap. I re- 
place this with a seven-pound cap and 
haven’t had any complaints of water 
loss since. 

I hope this will help some of the 
other readers of MOTOR TREND with 
similar problems. 
Ed Richards Central Islip, L.I., N.Y. 
GRUDGE RACE 

I own a 1960 Pontiac Catalina two- 
door hardtop with a stock 348-hp en- 
gine, three-speed column-mounted man- 
ual transmission and a 3.64-to-1 rear end. 

I am continually grudge-racing a 1960 

continued on page 10 
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Pontiacs new Tempest coupe is here! 
















(Gas-saving 4-cylinder engine! Dust-kicking action! Seats six!) 


A sharp new coupe joins Tempest sedan and station wagon 
models. Loaded with exclusive design features from 
Pontiac performance specialists. Independent suspension 





at all four wheels. Engine in front, transmission in rear. Bp & 
50-50 balance. Big 15-inch wheels on a Wide-Track. Cuts NTIAC’ PE “ 
a hairpin curve flat and steady. You call the shot on the PON BY [AC'S It MPEST 
engine. A gas-saving, 4-cylinder, inclined power plant CAR OF THE YEAR 
with a horsepower range from 110 to 155. Extra cost 


option: Custom trim and bucket seats in the front ERED ENGINE Gam TRANSMISSION 
cockpit. See it. Drive it. It’s priced with the compacts. 








PERFECT 


PONTIAC MOTOR DIVISION @ GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
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Chevy Impala two-door hardtop with a 
335-hp engine, four-speed transmission 
on the floor and 5.14-to-1 rear. 

He always beats me by one-half to 
one car length every time we race. 

I would like to know what I could 
possibly do to my car to beat him and 
still keep it as stock as possible. 
Robert DeVita Clifton, N.J. 

If the 335 Chevrolet with the specifi- 
cations you outline only beats you by 
one-half to a full car length, there must 
be something wrong with the Chevy! 

How do you expect to compete with 
a hot 348-cubic-inch engine fitted with 
a 5.14-to-1 rear-end gear ratio when 
your 389-cubic-inch engine must pull a 
3.64-to-1 gear? The puny 41-cubic-inch 
superiority of your engine certainly 
doesn’t warrant competing with such a 
wide divergence in gear ratios. 


ON RPO’S 

I would like to compliment John 
Christy on his RPO story in the March 
issue. 

I live in Brooklyn, and since this is 
across the nation, people here buy dif- 
ferently from the people out West. Here 
in Brooklyn I have noticed that there 
are a lot of Chevy Impalas running 
around with six-cylinder engines. The 
owners claim they made this choice of 
engines because they want good gas mile- 
age. After they have the car a few 
months they claim they aren't getting the 
gas mileage they expected. They find out 
that the comparatively heavy Impala 
puts the Six under almost constant strain 
in city driving, and their mileage drops 
off and their repair bill steadily climbs. 

I earnestly feel that Chevrolet should 
not sell the Impala with a six-cylinder 
engine. The buyer feels that if a big 
company like GM can offer a car with 
a Six, it should act properly and do all 
the things that the ad men say it can do. 

I feel that the Chevy Six is a good 
choice in the business class car, with 
standard three-speed transmission, no 
power steering or power brakes, no 
power windows, factory- recommended 
rear axle ratio, and the small body. 

The small Eight (170) is also for this 
car, but it offers a little better pickup 
and maybe an automatic transmission can 
be allowed, and gas mileage will still be 
good. 
The 230 Eight is a fine choice for the 
next size body, with automatic transmis- 
sion and either power steering or power 
brakes — not both. 

The 250 and the 280 are good for 
the Impala models with power steering, 
power brakes, automatic or standard 
transmission. 

The 305 I feel is a must for air-con- 
ditioned cars, allowing the power losses 
from the accessories and the greater 


power loss of the air conditioner and 
still have ample power for the road. 

The 340, 350 and the newest 409 
should be options hooked up only to 
the three- or four-speed manual trans- 
missions — never the automatic. 

I feel that if a system like this could 
be followed by all makes, there would 
be less mechanical lemons. 

Paul A. Di Pietra Brooklyn, N.Y. 


COMING UP 

It would seem that your test reports 
are attemping to perpetuate the horse- 
power race. You tend toward super- 
latives when describing the power of the 
hotter mills in the cars. There’s a tend- 
ency to make the regular V-8 seem 
underpowered in comparison to the hot- 
ter versions. 

Your biggest lapse is the failure to say 
anything about the six-cylinder models. 
These have staged comebacks and cer- 
tainly deserve road-testing. Although 
they may be in the minority, six-cylinder 
devotees are still a large group, and in 
view of the current economy mood, they 
deserve some attention. 

Lewis Storey 

Road tests of the Sixes are scheduled 

for a near-future issue. 


ONE SATISFIED READER 
I have been a reader of your magazine 


for about two years, and I have gained’ 
a lot of worthwhile automotive infor- 
mation from each issue. Current infor- 
mation on new models is always of 
prime concern to me, and your publica- 
tion has always received my greatest 
attention. ! 

Special admiration goes to the editors. 
Their tasteful comments in recent issues 
have been quite in agreement with my 
own opinions and ideas. | 

MOTOR TREND gives a broad, sensible 
look to the world of cars. It tells a story 
that means more to the type of individ- 
ual who may know nothing about cars 
— people who don’t know a roller- 
tappet cam from a locked rear end. I 
am glad that your magazine steers away 
from the technical, degree’d type of in- 
formation that many other magazines 
go for. Your type of reader will read 
your magazine for the broad auto out- 
look. 

I am delighted with MOTOR TREND. 
Gary Roberts Boise, Idaho 


THE RIGHT SIZE 

In some past issues of MOTOR TREND 
I read that the ’62 cars, especially Ford 
and Chevrolet, will be shorter — at least 
one foot less in overall length — than 
the current ’61 models. 

This year the big cars were only about 
four inches shorter than last year’s. De- 

















“Well, I’ll take it, but what about the wheels, windows, doors and all that?” 











troit should keep this size and length 
because they’re just right — not too long 
and not too short. 

If Detroit keeps on shortening the big 
cars year after year, they will soon be as 
short as the current compact models. 

Car buyers who buy compacts now are 
wise, because in the near future that’s 
all there will be on the market. 
Richard Szurma Milwaukee, Wis. 


DETROIT IS NOT ALONE 

I don’t see why Detroit cars get all 
the blame for poor quality control. 

My ’61 Volkswagen at 6,000 miles 
burns a quart of oil between changes, 
the brakes won’t hold fluid, steering is 
stiff, and the transmission hops out of 
low gear. Aside from a transmission 
overhaul at 300 miles, which did little 
good, nothing has been corrected by the 
dealer—and this is not a “bootleg” VW. 

It was rare to have trouble with a 
Volkswagen in past years, but I know 
of several 1961’s with difficulties like 
mine. 

Edward H. Romney St. Johnsbury, Vt. 


LOST APPETITE FOR DETROIT 

There is much criticism when one 
purchases a foreign automobile, but 
when a person can buy one for, say, 
$1,000 less than an American car, then 
get 214 to 3 times better gas mileage, 
plus good material and workmanship, I 
will take the foreign compact. I wish 
they would send us some good pickups. 

I have about lost my appetite for the 
Detroit “masterpieces.” It is disgusting 
to pay $3,000 to $5,000 for one of these 
“marvels,” and then realize that the 
metal in the bodies and doors is so 
inferior that gaping holes are rusted 
through them in a year’s time. 
John Shivey Logansport, La. 


AN OPEN INVITATION 

We would like to invite all MOTOR 
TREND readers owning cars of 1925 
through 1942 vintage to participate in 
the fifth annual Illinois Classic Concours. 
While the meet is primarily for classic 
cars, there will be a Special Interest 
Class for all other cars built during this 
span of years. 

Concours date is Saturday, May 27. 
It will be held at Glenview Naval Air 
Base, just northwest of Chicago, IIlinois. 
There will be at least 18 trophies in five 
classes, including one for the classic car 
travelling the greatest distance to the 
meet. An awards dinner will follow tie 
Concours. 

For full details, registration forms, 
etc., write to Bill and Marian Deutsch, 
6278 W. North Ave., Chicago 39, III. 
William S. Snyder Chicago, lll. 


VISUAL REMINDER 
Is it possible to obtain a dashboard- 
continued on page 12 









Big price breakthrough in magneto ignition! 


NEW HOT SPARK! 
NEW COOL COST! 


MALLORY ‘‘MINI-MAG” PUTS MAGNETO 
IGNITION WITHIN THE REACH OF 
EVERY PERFORMANCE ENTHUSIAST 


Now, when you modify your engine, you 
can afford the magneto ignition formerly 
considered a luxury. New Mallory “‘Mini- 
Mag” magneto gives you high-voltage, 
high-energy spark for extra-quick starts, 
top performance, incredibly long life for 
points and plugs. An 8-cylinder Mini- 
Mag will operate a 4-cycle engine at well 
over 10,000 rpm—and will outlast the en- 
gine itself. Power-Pak, included in price, 
permits battery starts. (Coil and on-off 
switch for push starts.) Small cam, special high speed 
contact point, centrifugal advance provide perfect 
spark timing to every cylinder at any rpm. Easy to 
install, easy to adjust (point clearances only). Mallory 
dealers, service stations are nation-wide. See them for 
the complete story on this great new low-cost magneto 
ignition system today—or write us direct. 

@ APPLICATIONS: Available for nearly every kind of LIBERAL EXCHANGE POLICY: You can “move” the Mini- 

car, truck, bus, stationary and marine engine. Provides ag system to another car for only $45.00, by returning the unit to 


100,000 miles (or equivalent hours) of service with your dealer for complete re-building and adaptation at the Mallory 
virtually no burned points. factory. Thus, you have a protected investment. 


ELECTRIC CORPORATION 


12416 Cloverdale, Detroit 4, Michigan 











COMPLETE WITH POWER 
PAK FOR ANY ENGINE 


















IF YOU LOVE CARS ... YOU'LL LOVE 


BORGWARD 


Precision-engineered in West Germany with in- 
finite and painstaking care, Borgward is a quality 
achievement that is as durable as it is dependable. 


| 
Il 











NOW AVAILABLE with AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 


It has the comfort of a family sedan, the han- 

dling of a sports car...miles melt away much 

faster than the gasoline. Price? In the range of 

Detroit’s compacts...but how much more you 

get for your money! You will find a test drive 

rewarding and revealing. See your dealer soon.. 
European Delivery Arranged 


Write for brochure and name of dealer in your area. 


BORGWARD MOTORS CORPORATION 


1160 Park Square Building—31 St. James Ave., Boston 16, Mass. 
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* REDUCES FRICTION of ve never seen such fast, 


* INCREASES POWER 


aa easy starts since we've 
added BARDAHL !” 






LUBRICATES ITSELF... 





NEW WALKER 
FULLY AUTOMATIC 
LUBRICATION 
SYSTEM 


@ FULLY AUTOMATIC —every chassis 
fitting gets new lube job every time 
you start engine. 


Enjoy the convenience and protection of 
automatic, full-time pressure lubrication 
on your car. Forget about “1000-mile- 


grease-jobs” . . . cut repairs ... keep , testep and PROVED—on all types 
your car riding like new_always with a of cars, trucks and buses... shields 
new Walker Lubricator. Easy to install, fittings from winter slush, road salt, 
fully guaranteed, pays for itself. summer grit. 


*PRICE RANGE—$22.95—$28.95—$36.95 . . . for 
information on your car MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


Please send FREE installation diagram and 
estimate on the vehicle described here: 
Pe he eee eres PO vices 


Automatic Transmission: | SE ' 
Power Steering: Pen Tee ae 
Engine: G Cylinder... os.cs 8 Cylinder ..... ; : 
NAME ....... ale ES Te ae 
SE cece cckcnes (SSS hetseicntieael ingen oi 
UN Ae city... (RRS SEO oe 








ee ee ee ee Oe ee ee ee ee oe ee oe ee ee ee ee ee et oe oe ee od 


WALKER MFG. CO., Dept. mt-561 Racine, Wis. | veater Inquiries Invited 





Letters continued 


mounting gauge that shows gasoline con- 
sumption directly in miles per gallon 
while driving? 

This type of gauge would offer many 
advantages to the average car owner. 
Most of them wish for better mileage 
but seldom get it due to faulty driving 
habits. But with a visual indication of 
the results of such habits always before 
their eyes, many drivers would improve 
their driving. 

If there is such an instrument avail- 
able, or even under development, I cer- 
tainly would like to hear about it, as 
would all other MT readers. 

R. Blagden East Hampton, Conn. 

There is no such unit available, al- 
though several have been attempted. 


STUDEBAKER-PACKARD FAN 

I have owned several different makes 
of automobiles. By the process of elim- 
ination I have found that Studebaker- 
Packard Corp. offers the most economical 
and carefree car or pickup on the market. 
Studebaker-Packard has never received 
the praise or the sales they deserve. 
Why? 

If the Big Three would invest part 
of the money they now spend on adver- 
tising in their automobiles, I am sure 
they could control the quality to about 
equal that of Studebaker-Packard and 
American Motors. 

The Big Three produce the best sales- 
men in the world, while the independ- 
ents produce the cars that have more 
common sense built into them — no 
planned obsolescence or radical styling 
and, best of all, the quality and trouble- 
free operation still remain. 

Roy Winebarger Orlando, Fla. 


NO PARKING 

I have a chance to buy a 1953 Ford 
convertible in very good condition. The 
only trouble is the automatic transmis- 
sion cannot be put in PARK. 

I would appreciate it if you could let 
me know if this would affect the trans- 
mission further in any way. I’ve driven 
it frequently and have found nothing 
else wrong. 

Don Mathey North Royalton, Ohio 

The PARK position of a Fordomatic 
or Mercomatic transmission is com- 
pletely divorced from the transmission's 
other functions. It has absolutely noth- 
ing to do with the gears, clutches or 
bands but merely engages a pawl (hook- 
like lever) in a serrated drum on the 
transmission’s output shaft. 

Usually there are two reasons why the 
parking device becomes inoperative: 
either the linkage is out of adjustment, 
or the end breaks off the pawl from 
abuse. In either case the cost of repair 
is nominal. 
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GURNEY AND LOTUS CRACK NASSAU 
RECORD WITH AUTOLITE SPARK PLUGS! 


Dan Gurney averages a record 89.54 miles an hour, wins the International 
Nassau Trophy Race, his first major solo victory in six years. Dan’s reward: some 
$10,000—more than $1.00 per second of driving time. His car: a flame-colored 
2-liter rear-engine Lotus. His spark plugs: Autolite. Lesson for the day? Makes 
no difference if you own a Lotus or your name is Dan, Autolite Spark Plugs can’t 
be beat. There’s a set made especially for 

the car you drive. As Gurney and the Lotus AUTO LITE 

» TOLE 


well prove, you’re always right with Autolite. SPARK PLUG DIVISION DO 1, ONIO 
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Chevrolet may take a leaf from Pontiac’s book 
and use a slanted four-cylinder engine to power 
its new smaller-size Chevy for 1962. This new 
car, which is now designated the H-35, will begin 
a whole new class of automobiles which will fit 
between the standard-sized cars and the com- 
pacts. Ford and Mercury are also readying en- 
trants in this new category. All three cars have a 
wheelbase of approximately 115 inches. 


Chevrolet's H-35 definitely will have the unique 
single-leaf rear spring which offers lower manu- 
facturing costs, a 20-pound-lighter rear end and 
a softly sprung car— probably comparable to 
coil springs. Other auto makers, especially Ford, 
would like to adopt the single-leaf spring also, 
but they are somewhat afraid of buyer resistance 
to a rear spring consisting of one piece of metal. 
There is a chance, however, that Ford will yet 
adopt this for one of its ‘62 small cars. 


Besides the size, the big difference between 
the present Falcon and Comet and the coming 
smaller Ford and Mercury mentioned above, will 
be extra horsepower. Ford management has been 
stung by criticism of the lack of power in their 


compacts and they mean to make up for this 
with the new cars. A brand-new 221-cubic-inch 
V-8 will be up front. Initial production is slated to 
begin at Ford’s Cleveland engine plant in early 
August. 


The Bonneville Salt Flats will be the scene of 
another unusually active season this summer. 
Every major name in speed is expected to return 
again for assaults on records. Among them will 
be Donald Campbell, Mickey Thompson, Dr. 
Nathan Ostich and Bill Burke. The Southern 
California Timing Association will resume super- 
vision of its 13th week of trials August 20 through 
26. Several other special runs will begin some 
weeks earlier. 


Next year Dodge will ease out of the medium- 
priced field entirely and concentrate on the low- 
priced standard class, according to widespread 
reports in Detroit. For 1961, Dodge has only one 
medium-price entrant, the Polara. 


This year the booming sport of karting will 
have the largest program of championship trials 
ever undertaken by any form of organized racing. 
The Go Kart Club of America is sponsoring 57 
regional events, which will send winners in each 
class to 10 area championships. The finalists 
from the area events will be flown to the National 


MOTOR TREND/JUNE 196! 


Championships at the Dart Kart Speedway in 
Mansfield, Ohio, on August 16 through 20. 


Ford’s Cardinal, the small-small compact, will 
begin rolling off the assembly lines in October. 
Initial sales targets are 200,000 units in the U.S. 
in the first year and 175,000 in Germany. Ford’s 
development of the Volkswagen-sized car has 
reportedly been hampered by the fact that most 
of the tooling and engineering of the body has 
been done in this country (where the inch is the 
standard measurement), while the bulk of the 
tooling and engineering of the drive-train com- 
ponents has been done in Europe (where the 
centimeter is the standard measuring unit). 


American Motors is planning to change the 
designation of the Ambassador series of Ram- 
blers for 1962. New name for the luxury line has 
not yet been chosen. 


The 1963 Chrysler cars, which will be intro- 
duced in a mere 18 months, are expected to have 
some wild styling features, such as left-of-center 
fins and other unbalanced items, somewhat on 
the order of the XNR dream car. 


Pontiac’s research engineers have been play- 
ing with engines ranging from 425 to 475 cubic 
inches (considerably more than the current 389- 
cubic-inch unit) in order to keep that Division’s 
place in the performance race for the years to 
come. 


The auto makers have embarked on a cooper- 
ative car-lighting research program which has 
resulted in the testing of some interesting items 
that could be on tomorrow’s cars. Getting a good 
deal of attention are amber-colored turn signals, 
which would be more apparent to following mo- 
torists. Also being studied is a device that would 
greatly increase the intensity of the rear brake 
light during daytime use. 


George Walker, Ford’s famed styling chief, 
celebrates his 65th birthday this spring. Company 
policy dictates that executives will automatically 
retire upon reaching this milestone. Some rare 
exceptions have been known but, as of this report, 
no official statement has been made. Should 
Walker leave Ford, it will mark the passing of a 
major era in the firm’s history and in that of the 
automotive industry as a whole. There is no 
known prominent protege waiting to step into this 
important position. 

continued on page 16 
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ALMOST 80 OF THE LAST 34 IND/ANAPOLIS °'S FACES HAVE BEEN WON WITH PERFECT 


CIRCLE EQUIPPED ENGINES, AS WELi AS MOST CTHER MAJOR USAC AND NASCAR RACES 










PERFECT CIRCLE PISTON RINGS 
ARE INSTALLED AS ORIGINAL 
FACTORY EQUIPMENT IN 94 
BRANDS OF VEHICLES AND ENGINES 


WHY THE PROS PREFER 
PERFECT CIRCLE PISTON RINGS 


No other piston rings—and few products of any kind—are 
made with greater care and precision than Perfect Circles. 
Each ring set is custom engineered to the engine. Radial 
pressures are held within exacting limits to assure compression 
seal and positive oil control. Special alloys are chosen for their 
ability to resist heat, corrosion, wear and fatigue. The extra- 
thick, solid chrome plating is finished with watchmaking pre- 
cision to assure truest fit and eliminate tedious break-in. 
As a result, Perfect Circle rings deliver the long life and supe- 
rior performance that engine ‘‘pros’’ recognize and demand 
To restore like-new power and oil control to 
your engine, see your Doctor of Motors—your 
THE DOCTOR OF MOTORS— skilled mechanic. He'll respect your judgment 
your skilled mechanic—is the when you ask for Perfect Circle—the rings pre- 





“pro” to see to get superior 4 & % 
if ferred by so many leading vehicle and engine 


Perfect Circle performance 
manufacturers, race drivers, fleet operators 


and mechanics the world over. 


PERFECT_1..CIRCLE 


PISTON RINGS - PRECISION CASTINGS - SPEEDOSTAT - ELECTRONIC PROGRAMING EQUIPMENT 
Hagerstown, Indiana « Don Mills, Ontario. Canada 


Two experimental cars that caught the eyes of the crowds 
at the recent International Automobile Show in New York 
were the Corvair Sebring Spyder Coupe (above) and the 
McLouth Steel XV’61 (below). The Corvair is an amplifica- 
tion of the popular Monza theme with the added trim 
identification of white striping over the top and chrome 
wire wheels. Within the bucket-seated passenger compart- 
ment is a brushed aluminum dash, an electric tachometer 
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within a center console assembly and a competition-type 
steering wheel. The Corvair flat Siz is equipped with four 
single-barrel carburetors, each positioned midway between 
two cylinders, and a special experimental camshaft. 

The McLouth XV’61 is an experiment in future design— 
an auto that may be either driven on highways or attached 
to a unique monorail system. Stainless steel is prominent 
in its construction. 
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THE MERCEDES-BENZ 220SE 
CAN DO THINGS OTHER CARS CANNOT 


This picture demonstrates a very unusual feature of the Mercedes-Benz 220SE. 
(E means Einspritzmotor...fuel injection.) Unlike most cars, Mercedes-Benz has 
four-wheel independent suspension for safer cornering and greater comfort. 
Moreover, its rear axle (a swing axle) employs a horizontal spring, perfected 
in racing for cornering. The 220SE can keep its equilibrium when other cars 
start to slide. 

There’s something else the 220SE can do for you and your passengers. It 
adds, to the creature comforts and spirited performance of the car, the inde- 
finable pride of motoring behind the silver star of Mercedes-Benz. 


MERCEDES-BENZ SALES, INC. 31% 





SEE MERCEDES-BENZ CARS AT YOUR NEAREST DEALER — 76TH YEAR 
1886-1961 
| WE CAN ALSO ARRANGE FOR 1961 EUROPEAN DELIVERY. WE WILL SERVICE YOUR CAR ON YOUR RETURN HOME. aE 
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EDITOR’S REPORT 
By Don Werner 


OLDS’ NEW 
STARFIRE 








EVERAL TIMES in recent years Detroit has injected a sporty 

flavor into some of its cars by fitting them out with the 
interior trimmings of sports cars. The gadgets generally resorted 
to have been tachometers, floor shifts and, if nothing else, 
bucket seats. Two outstanding examples of such treatment are 
the Thunderbirds and the Chrysler 300 series. Recently 
Chevrolet dressed up a Corvair coupe in this way, called it the 
Monza and was promptly rocked pack on its heels by the 
enthusiastic reaction of car buyers. 

Now we have, in this issue, reports on the Chevrolet Impala 
SS, the Buick Skylark and the Falcon Futura. Coming next 
month, in MOTOR TREND, are the F-85 Cutlass and the Comet 
S-22. And right here, on these pages, is a look at the Oldsmobile 
Starfire. 

In order to further study this new trend, one of the first 
versions of the new Starfire was driven extensively by MOTOR 
TREND editors. The standard Olds 98 and Dynamic 88 had 
been previously road tested and reported upon in March MOTOR 
TREND and since the basic engineering differences between 
the sedans and the Starfire are slight, a formal road test was 
unnecessary. So only the special characteristics of the Starfire 
were examined. 

The Starfire is a convertible of the middle Olds Super 88 
series, with a rated engine output of 330 hp instead of the 
standard 325, obtained by raising compression from 10 to 
10.25 ratio. The only other significant power train alteration 
is the use of larger 3.42 rear axle ratio as standard equipment. 

A good look at the Starfire interior is provided by the big 
overhead view opposite, with a closeup detail photo on the 
page. Most obvious are the front seats, which have a bucket 
appearance but which lack sufficient contour, and hence the 
chief advantages, of that type. In the rear a conventional bench 
seat has been used with padded tucks to simulate the bucket 
shape. One unusual feature in this area is the rear seat radio 
speaker — an item rare in convertibles—-which has been 
recessed between the seat backs. 

The center console, carrying the gear selector lever and 
the tach, has the appearance of being improvised since its side 
panels do not extend to the floor and fully conceal the trans- 
mission hump. The tach in its location is read with difficulty 
while driving and, consequently, loses much of its value. 





The floor-mounted gear selector for the Hydramatic is an 
arrangement more for appearance, since it is not used for 
going up and down through the gears as with a manual box. 
Yet it is a better location than a column-mounted lever in this 
special case, chiefly because it is a natural position and easier 
to use. 

The Starfire’s console does not extend back into the rear 
seat leg area and, in this respect, it is am improvement over 
other interior layouts of this type in that it does not make 
passengers entering the rear from the opposite side crawl over 
an obstruction. 

What the Starfire misses most, of course, is a distinctive 
exterior, such as the Thunderbird has. This is unfortunate, 
because the Oldsmobile is a superior car in many respects 
and with a more individualistic appearance overall it might 
very well have turned out to be sensational. Yet it is an 
interesting development and one that should be watched closely. 

A base price comparison shows the Starfire listing at $4647, 
the Thunderbird as a convertible at $4637 and the Chrysler 
300-G soft top at $5841. The mere $10 difference between the 
T-Bird and the Starfire indicates what Olds is shooting at. /MT 
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Copyright 1961 Motor Trend 


How is your knowledge of cars and the terms of the automotive world? 
Here is a unique way to test it. This exclusive MOTOR TREND automotive 
crossword puzzie has been created with the interests of our readers in 
mind. Naturally, not all of the words used will apply directly to cars, but 
a good acquaintance with the field should be the key to a quick solution 


in next month’s MT. 





of the puzzie. Correct s will 


DOWN 


Plant with medicinal value 


3. How workers at Volkswagen plant 
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18. 
20. 
21. 
26. 


29. 
31. 


32. 
33. 


35. 


refer to themselves 


. Monogram on the Nardi 


nameplate 


. The late Mrs. Peron 

. Symbol for beryllium 

. lrish freedom fighters 

. What the bell did when it sounded 
11. 
43. 
15. 
16. 


Triumph two-seater (abbr.) 
Craft of auto body design 
Sporty Corvair 

Rolls, Mercedes and Ferrari can 
all be described this way 
Coachbuilding center before 
World War Il 

Regarding 

Race driver Hellings 

Belgium Grand Prix circuit 
Type of spring, commonly used 
for rear suspension 

A race track norm 

Dutch car with automatic belt 
drive 

Most cars have such a tray 

A Frenchman's word for a 
cut-down car 

French masculine article 


ACROSS 


1. 
9. 
10. 


aa. 
12. 


14. 


Belie of the Ford Line 

When the checkered flag is waved 
Famous British racing car of the 
"thirties and ‘forties 

Car of the Year 

Reply (abbr.) 

Le Patron’s monogram 


PP 


15. 


A 
19. 
20. 
22. 


23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
33. 


34. 
36. 
37. 


Sports car made by British Motors 
Corporation 

Pennsylvania 

Ferrari 250 

Whose product is the Plus Four 
A tool used to smooth surface of 
wooden wagon bodies 

Water will do this to oil 

Queen of Russia 

Mercedez-Benz Roadster 
Preposition 

Street 

A nurse’s degree 

Race driver Horn 

Nickname of a classic French 
sports car 

Mulberry found in India 

Buddy 

America’s most famous racing 
engine 





LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS 
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CAR STYLIST 


Learn to design the cars of the future. 
Train under Faculty of professionals 
for a career in automotive styling. 
Minor in Product Design. Eight semes- 
ter course to B.P.A. degree. Accred- 
ited. Enter in Sept., Feb., June. For 
information write Geo. L. Mack. 

5353 West 3rd St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
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SEPARATE SEATS WITH TUFTED UPHOLSTERY HIGHLIGHT THE SKYLARK’S INTERIOR. 
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THE BUICK SKYLARK 


a new luxury coupe that may be a good preview of styles to come in ’62 


by John Lawlor 


BUICK MEANS POWER and luxury to some auto enthusiasts, 
sluggish and awkward highway manners to others. The make 
has been a first-class road car for years, yet, in many minds, 
it typifies the supposed faults of U.S. automotive engineering. 

For the most part, its critics have been unfair. Buick has 
consistently outperformed and outmaneuvered several of its 
competitors, including one or two others built by General 
Motors. And certain of its features deserve the attention of 
anyone claiming a serious interest in automobiles. Buick 
brakes, for example, are among the very best to be found on 
any Detroit product. 

The ’61 Buicks, particularly, have earned the respect of most 
of those who've driven them. Each of the current series, from 
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A hint of ’62 may be contained in some of the Skylark’s changes from regular 


Special styling. The grille and headlight mounts are completely new, as are 
the rear quarters, taillights and deck trim, all typical of annual facelifts. 





THE BUICK SKYLARK continued 
the costly Electra to the compact Special, has proven a standout 
in its class. 

But the company’s latest offering should quiet the carping 
once and for all. A 185-hp sports coupe called the Skylark, it 
has the refinement associated with the Buick name, together with 
the nimble driving qualities that appeal to those who take the 
road for the sheer fun of it. 

The Skylark, borrowing its name from a wire-wheeled con- 
vertible of some years ago, is based on the Special and shares 
its basic shell with a coupe just announced in the lower-priced 
series. Details of its exterior and interior trim, however, are 
completely different. 

Heart of the new car is a higher-powered version of the 
215-cubic-inch aluminum V-8 developed for the Buick com- 
pact. Output figures are 185 hp at 4800 rpm and 230 lbs.-ft. of 
torque at 2800, compared with 155 hp at 4600 and 220 Ibs.-ft. 
at 2400 for the normal engine. The hotter unit, also available 


as an option in the regular Special, gets its extra punch primarily 
from a four-barrel carburetor substituted for the stock two- 
barrel and an increase in compression ratio to 10.25 from 8.8. 

A three-speed manual gearbox is standard, while the Special’s 
unusual split-torque automatic can be fitted at extra cost. Either 
transmission is accompanied by a 3.36 rear axle. 

Styling of the Skylark is of particular interest because it may 
forecast changes to come next year in other Buick lines. It 
differs from the parent design much more than usual for a 
body being introduced in the middle of the season. 

Nothing identifies a given year and make as much as the 
frontal styling, and that’s one of the Skylark’s most distinctive 
features. In place of the six horizontal bars forming the grille 
of standard ’61 Buicks, two heavy sections above and below 
a set of thin louvers are used on the sports coupe. 

Other changes include thin slots in place of oval portholes, 
taillights incorporated in a decorative strip extending across 
the trunk and around both flanks, and modified sheet metal to 
accommodate the new trim and also enlarge the rear wheel wells. 











Distinctive features of the Skylark include new hubcaps that resemble finned 
brake drums, squared wrap around taillights, luxurious cockpit detailing and, 
as an option, a white fabric roof cover that is vinyl coated for durability. 


Such alterations are characteristic of annual facelifts. Con- 
equently, Buick may be not only showing a new body design 
but sneak previewing its 62 styling as well. 

A novel Skylark option is a roof cover of white fabric, 
coated with vinyl for easy cleaning and long wear. 

The interior is upholstered in a combination of vinyl and 
a rich fabric similar to that used by Buick in the plush Electra 
225. A tufted and buttoned pattern provides the look of 
genuine luxury. Front seats can be either a bench or a pair of 
buckets. High-grade carpeting covers the floor and, to prevent 
scuffing, is also used on the lower part of the doors. 

The factory doesn’t consider the Skylark a Special, unless 
the word is spelled with a small “s.” Though based on the 
compact, it’s being touted as something quite distinct. The 
official attitude came to light when a MOTOR TREND staffer 
asked a Buick representative the price. 

“About $3500, fully equipped,” was the reply. 

Our man must’ve turned slightly pale because the gentleman 
from Michigan quickly add-d, “That’s a thousand dollars Jess 


than a Thunderbird!” Our man was silent. 2 

Which raised a point. Those who’ve seen the Skylark tend 
to regard it as a sort of Buick Monza. Obviously, the factory 
has a more ambitious view! 

Of course, as the price suggests, it’s really something in 
between. It’s neither low enough in price to have the popular 
appeal of the Monza nor distinctive enough in appearance to 
command the prestige of Ford’s four-seater. But there’s a great 
deal of significance in the fact that one of GM’s upper divisions 
finally acknowledges the success of the Thunderbird, as well as 
the general demand for specialized cars. 

In a broad sense, the Skylark distills the flavor of machines 
like the Thunderbird, Chrysler 300-G and Oldsmobile’s new 
Starfire in a smaller, lower-priced package. 

For the future, there are rumors that the Skylark will be 
offered with a four-speed manual gearbox, presumably adapted 
from the Corvette. If that happens, staunch enthusiasts who’ve 
criticized Buick for all too long should be more than silenced; 
they might even have a good word or two for th» make. /MT 
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DRIVING THE | 
BIG OVAL 


The maxim that auto races are won 
or lost in the turns is just as true at 
Indianapolis as on any European road 
circuit. Drivers at the Speedway try 
to follow an oval course around the 
somewhat rectangular track. Roaring 
down the main straight at the highest 
speed they can reach, they ride high 
and outside. About halfway between 
the starting line and the first turn, 
they ease off the throttle slightly and 
bring the car away from the wall 
toward the inside of the track (1). 
Then, they drift back out as they go 
into the short straight (2), diving in- 
side again as the second turn comes 
up. Maneuvering through that, they 
are back at speed on the outer edge as 
they get about a third of the way down 
the back straightaway (3). It can 
be argued that shorter ways around 
the Indy circuit exist but none of 
them are quicker. The object is to 
make changes of direction and, there- 
fore, of speed as gradual as possible. 
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those who just love the experience of participation in one of 
history’s more memorable contests of speed and who can afford 
this luxury. They desire to be no more than also-rans. They 
staff their pit crews with in-laws and business associates and 
have an exciting, tax-deductible vacation in Indiana when the 
Midwestern year is at its jungle-verdant best. 

While car owners are dispersed all over the U.S. their cars, 
practically without exception, are built in Southern California. 
The first step in preparation for the 500, then, usually is the 
purchase of a car there or bringing an existing car back to its 
builder for general checking out of the chassis and for possible 
improvements. This tendency for Indy race cars to migrate 
annually — like Capistrano’s swallows — to the Los Angeles 
area is basic to a new development which is sure to have far- 
reaching effects upon car performance at the distant Speedway. 
This is routine dynamometer testing of Speedway engines, which 
is to say Offies. 

Within living memory Champion has enjoyed the same mon- 
opoly — by the competition’s default — in the racing spark plug 
field that Firestone has enjoyed in the field of racing tires. 
During the 1960 season Autolite determined to entrench itself 
deeply in racing and made very successful inroads in many 
branches of the sport using, as its big opening wedge, customer 
service on a fine and massive scale. 

Last winter Champion, as one means of retaliation, hired 
the use of the facilities of Traco Engineering in Culver City 
and the services of owners Jim Travers and Frank Coon, the 
Rich Kids of Vukovich and Scarab background. Under this new 
arrangement any owner of a race car which uses Champion plugs 
may have full, free use of the Traco dyno. He may have the 
personal services of Travers and Coon or, if he likes secrecy, they 
will take a walk and turn the plant over to him. 

Autolite already had retained the expert racing services of 
Bill Stroppe and Associates of Long Beach, which has an even 
more encyclopedic pro racing background. There Stroppe’s dyno 
was made available to qualified Autolite users. 

These are more important developments than they immediately 
may seem to be. Until this year the tuning of practically all 
engines for the 500 has been done on the track itself, during 
practice periods. Dynos have been used very little because they 
are scarce, because few are set up to receive the Offy engine and 
because they usually are difficult and somewhat costly to get on. 
Their new availability to race-car owners means that far more 
machines will arrive at the Speedway in approximately ready-to- 
charge tune, with much fewer bugs and with less likeliness of 
encountering failure. 

At best, though, dyno testing of the Offy is not all that, it 
could be. Excellent as the engine is, as stupendous the job it does, 
it is an old design that has been kept up with the times by means 
of superficial modifications rather than re-design from scratch. 
Thus, while a well-engineered, modern, high-performance engine 
can be run on a dyno for 100 hours at full throttle and full load 
it’s taking a big chance to run an Offy for a full minute under 
such conditions. Maximum horsepower readings, which generally 
are quoted as being from 375 to 400 at 6,000 rpm, tend to be 
mere flash readings and the full benefits of dyno testing simply 
are not possible. Nevertheless, this year’s field of engines will 
be the best prepared in Speedway history. 

The track is opened for practice on May 1 and the first race 
cars and their crews begin to arrive in the suburb of Speedway, 
Indiana during the last days of April. Last year there were 66 
cars that came to qualify and, as usual, many of these did not 
arrive until the last day or two of time trials. Such late comers 
are lucky even to get onto the track and one wonders why they 
bother to make the trip. continued 
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As an arriving entry your first act is to register your car with 
USAC, show its metal-inspection (magnaflux and zyglo) papers 
and pay into the club’s benevolent fund. The car then goes on 
the Bear Service rack for checking of its wheel alignment and 
general chassis condition. The car's tires need not be new but 
they must be inspected and found acceptable by the tire manu- 
facturer’s experts on the spot. Then the chief mechanic calls at 
the Mobil garage for fuel and the car is ready to commence 
practice. 

Until about three years ago the general preference was for 
straight methanol fuel which is very clean burning, potent and, 
due to its cooling action, very kind to pistons and valves. More 
recently the trend has been increasingly toward the use of more 
potent fuel materials, particularly the nitrates. While these can 
be used in very high concentrations in extremely rigid engines 
they must be used very sparingly in the relatively flexible Offy, 
which already is being stressed close to its limit. Mobil mixes 
the fuel blend which the chief mechanic requests. The blend is 
kept in confidence but counsel as to its desirability is given to 
the mechanic by the fuel expert bluntly or tactfully, depending 
upon how well they know each other. 

Factors determining choice of fuel are many. One is the 
engine’s ability to dispose of the additional heat released by a 
hot blend. Another is the amount of additional pressure that the 
engine’s reciprocating and rotating parts will stand. Another is 
fuel economy — not to save money but to save pit stops — 
and the nitrates are consumed very rapidly. In recent years, 
however, pit stops have been a function of tire wear rather than 
of fuel consumption, so the mechanic is free to concentrate on 
the performance characteristics of alternate fuels. 

If the car's driver is at the Speedway for the first time he 
must undergo a physical examination before he is allowed on 
the track. His vision, heart, nerves and reflexes are checked and 
any conditions are looked for which might be dangerous in 
a race car at speed. A driver who has run at the Speedway before 
is free to begin practice immediately, but he may not attempt 
to qualify without also undergoing a medical exam. 

From May 1 until the last day of qualifying there is practice 
from 9:00 AM until 6:00 PM except when qualifying attempts 
are being made. There is no limit to the number of machines 
that may be on the track at once during practice, and 40 is 
not uncommon. It is into this melee that the rookie driver 
is sent to take his driving test, which determines whether he 
will be permitted to attempt to qualify. He is sent out on the 
track with all these other machines deliberately so that he can 
accumulate experience driving in high-speed traffic. 

The rookie is required to drive 10 laps in each of four speed 
ranges, a total of 100 miles. This year the maximum test speed 
has been raised to 135 mph, which also is the minimum quali- 
fying speed. The rookie starts out with 10 laps at 120 mph, 
then 10 more at 125 and another 10 at 130. He is allowed only 
two of these 10-lap sessions per day and is allowed to miss the 
target speed by four mph on the high side or one mph on the 
low side; if his deviation is beyond this five-mph spread his 
test session does not count. Through the 130-mph test session 
his driving has been timed and checked by USAC officials for 
consistency and safety but his final, 135-mph 10 laps are ob- 
served by seven veteran Speedway drivers. They must pass on 
his ability and sign for him if he is to try to qualify. Many 
rookies do not make it and, realizing that they are not ready 
for the track, retire voluntarily before reaching the maximum- 
speed test session. The track is cleared of traffic for each rookie’s 
fourth, final test stage. 

Until about five years ago it was usual for car owners and 
mechanics to frown on new drivers. At that time is was possible 


for a good man to take 10 or 15 practice laps, qualify and 
run well in the race. The stock objection to the rookie was, 
“You’ve got to wear the car out with his driver’s test, then let 
him build up his speed, then let him qualify.” With speeds what 
they are today everybody has accepted the fact that any Speedway 
driver needs 150 to 200 miles of practice regardless of who 
he is. That goes for the best. 

There are four days of time trials or qualifying — two week- 
ends — which this year fall on May 13, 14, 20 and 21. What 
transpires on these fateful days is full of meaning for seasoned 
observers. From performance during practice it’s easy for a 
trained hand to spot 25 or so cars that never will make the race. 
Having watched qualifying as well, a good man can pick the 
first five or so finishers in the 500 with good accuracy, although 
the sequence in which they will finish still is largely up to fate. 
There is nothing uncanny about these predictions, and the clues 
all are blindingly clear to the sensitive observer. There are many 
factors which he learns to perceive and evaluate, more or less 
instinctively, as an overall total or combination. These include: 

The driver and his history. His skill and determination. His 
stamina; it’s one thing to qualify brilliantly and another to 
charge for hours. 

The machine and its history. It is only as good as: 

The chief mechanic and his crew. Their sharpness, thorough- 
ness and, at least equally important, the harmony of their rela- 
tions with each other and with driver and car owner. 

One of the most significant clues to performance in the race 
itself is the time of qualifying, proof of this being that in the 
last 15 Indy classics 11 winners have been first-day qualifiers. 
This is merely a by-product of superior preparation, the single 
word which best sums up what it takes to win. In racing, the 
best preparation can be described as the best anticipation of both 
the expected and the unexpected. 

Obviously the best prepared cars are among the first arrivals 
and are the first that are ready to qualify. Racing crews have 
become increasingly smarter in this respect and last year 22 cars 
qualified on the first weekend of time trials. This left only 
11 starting positions to be fought over by 44 entries on the final, 
hectic two days of qualifying. 

There are many advantages to early qualifying, none to being 
late. One is psychological. Drivers who have their starting 
position in the bag as of the first weekend can then relax 
completely while their less-fortunate counterparts still must hang 
in suspense. Another advantage is that, after qualifying, each 
car must be torn down completely for inspection and for possibly 
needed repairs. Between the final day of qualifying and the 
day of the race the track is closed, except for an intermediate 
period of four hours during which qualified cars may run tire 
and fuel checks. The crews of cars that have qualified in the first 
weekend have about 10 days in which to go through their 
machines with unhurried thoroughness. Those who qualify late 
have to rush in order to take advantage of the final four-hour 
period and many never make it. 

In addition to general inspection there is another necessary 
reason for post-qualifying teardown. This is because qualifying 
is all or nothing. Everyone wants the highest possible qualifying 
speed as insurance against being bumped (explained below) and 
because it gives him the best possible starting position. There- 
fore the cars are set up for qualifying very differently than they 
are for the race. Qualifying is a four-lap, 10-mile sprint. The 
race is 200 laps, plus two pace laps and, usually, a final safety 
lap ...a total of 507.5 gruelling miles. So for qualifying many 
special setups are used: usually a minimum amount of fuel in 
the tank and a special qualifying blend at that; special final 
drive gears; pistons which give a higher-than-normal compres- 
sion ratio; even special camshafts. All this must be undone and 
restored to normal before the race. 

Bumping, just mentioned, is the terror of all marginal quali- 
fiers. The race is open to the 33 fastest qualifiers but, after 33 
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have qualified for the race by exceeding 135 mph, anything 
still can happen. When a qualified car ceases to be one of the 
33 fastest it is forced out of the starting lineup automatically 
and all qualifiers farther back in the field are moved up one 
notch to fill the vacant spot. The effort to bump one’s way into 
the starting field contributes to the frenzy of the final weekend 
of qualifying, and a bumped driver still may climb into another 
car and gain a starting position. 

Fear of being bumped also contributes to the fact that the 
race is not always between the 33 fastest cars on the premises. 
A driver who laps at 143 mph in a qualifying attempt may feel 
that this is not fast enough for safety and decline to make this 
official. He hopes to go faster at a later date but may be pre- 
vented from doing so by unforeseen events, and a slower car 
will slip into the lineup. 

Only during qualifying does a driver have the track to him- 
self. Some revel in this, feel that if you’re going to let everything 
hang out this is the safe, easy way to do it. Others feel uneasy 
and self-conscious about being out there all alone. Some drive 
at their best when they have another car to follow. Consequently, 
performance in qualifying is not an absolute indication of how 
a driver will perform in traffic. 

In recent years qualifying at the Speedway has been recog- 
nized by the public as a spectacle as exciting as the race itself. 
In fact during last year’s first weekend of qualifying the crowds 
in the stands along the main straight looked just like those of 
race day and ran in the vicinity of 125,000! It zs a tremendous 
show. First there is an hour of practice and there may be more 
race cars in the pits than on race day itself. Excitement is intense 
when the first qualifiers report to the starting line because 
everyone has seen them going very fast and knows that they 
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One of the most intriguing entries in this year’s 
500-mile race is Jack Brabham, World Champion 
from the International Grand Priz circuit, at wheel 
of a rear-engined Cooper-Climaz. In the fall of 
1960, Brabham brought a Cooper to the Brickyard 
and turned in lap speeds in the 140’s, more than 
enough to qualify. What made his achievement par- 
ticularly significant was that the tiny British car’s 





are going to storm. They do; invariably the first few will go 
two or three mph faster in qualifying than they did in practice. 
During this first weekend new lap and/or four-lap records 
usually are set and the pole position is battled for. After the 
first wave of qualifying attempts the track is opened for practice 
again and remains open until one or more other drivers elect 
to take their time trials. The final days of qualifying are equally 
exciting because of the frenzied suspense and the larger number 
of cars struggling for a smaller number of starting spots. 

While mechanical setups differ considerably between quali- 
fying and the race, driving techniques remain the same. For each 
driver there is just one fastest way around the track; last year 
Rathmann and Ward drove — for all practical purposes — as 
fast in the race as they did during time trials. 

All drivers at the Speedway use basically the same method of 
negotiating it: although it is rectangular in form they follow 
an oval-shaped path or groove. The fastest way through any 
corner, anywhere, is to enter it at the outside, cut across to the 
inside and exit at the outside. This amounts to the straightest 
possible line through the turn. 

The Speedway track is only 50 feet wide on the straights and 
60 feet wide in the turns. This is a narrow course and all of it 
is used by all the drivers. They blast down the 5/8-mile 
straights taching about 6600 rpm — 178 mph, using 3.60 rear- 
end gears. They tend to back off on the throttle earlier than 
generally is imagined ...on the front straight it’s about half-way 
between the starting line and the first turn. While they back 
off for the turn they do not shut off; they try never to let engine 
revs get below 4800 to 5000 (135 mph) in order to keep high 
on their torque curves, to keep their pulling power up. They 
take the turn in a full drift and about half-way through the 


engine had only 150 cubic inches, more than 100 
under Indianapolis maximum. And Brabham was 
running on ordinary gasoline, not one of the special 
blended fuels used by actual competitors! Backed 
by the noted sportsman, former president of the 
Sports Car Club of America, Jim Kimberly, Brabham 
will appear in May with machine he used last fall, 
plus another with a bigger, possibly blown engine. 
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Quick action in the pits is very essential for victory since 
every second a car is off the track, it is slipping out 


IN DY continued 


turn are hard on the throttle again. The controlled drift carries 
them within inches of the outside wall and then, on the 660- 
foot short straight, they go parallel with the outer wall for about 
200 feet before drifting the next turn in the same manner. 

Speed down the main straights depends not so much on how 
fast a driver accelerates on the straight, but on how quickly he 
gets off the previous corner. This has led to a trend over the 
last dozen years for drivers to back off for a turn sooner and 
to get back on the throttle sooner, blasting through more of 
the turn under power and leaping from it onto the chute. 
Typical cornering speeds during last year’s race were right 
around 137 mph; fairly incredible. 

There are phenomenal drivers. Last year rookie Jim Hurtubise 
set a new one-lap record of 149.601 mph...over two mph 
faster than the next-best time, in a speed range where an extra 
two mph is almost as unlikely as an extra 20 mph. Immediately 
countless theories were coined to account for the “different” 
driving style that made this possible. About these Jim says, 
“They're all exaggerations. They say I broadslide the turns. 
Ridiculous. I drive in the same groove that the rest do. I think 
I drive a little deeper into the corners and use the brakes a little 
harder. That's all.” 

Says Frank Kurtis, “Brakes are for the pits. Out on the track 
their value is psychological. They don’t even begin to slow 
you down. It’s the way Jim worked the throttle that made the 
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of its official position. Good crews take less than 20 
seconds to change three tires and add 50 gallons of fuel. 


difference. At those speeds the tiniest fraction of a second 
gained makes a big difference.” 

To an ever-increasing extent the 500 is won in the pits 
as well as on the course. The day of the fumbling 21-minute 
pit stop is long gone. Last year there were many full pit stops 
during which three wheels were changed and some 50 gallons 
of fuel were taken aboard, all in under 20 secon'‘s; one such 
stop was made in 17! 

The limiting factor in pit stops still is the time it takes to 
change a wheel, and one of the biggest factors in these blurs of 
efficient action is the pneumatic jack which now is standard 
for the four corners of some chassis. These instantaneously- 
acting devices first were used at the Speedway in 1959 and are 
responsible for cutting a good 15 seconds from pit-stop times. 
Air in a hose at from 200 to 500 pounds’ pressure is used to 
extend the jacks and when the hose is disconnected the jacks 
are snapped back by means of coil springs. It’s to be hoped 
atdently that one of these springs never breaks during a race; 
the jack rod would drop, creating a bad situation. 

Some of the very best crews deliberately are left incomplete 
until after qualifying, so that the best talent can be picked up 
from among the unemployed crews. The precision and decisive- 
ness of pit stops now are so well understood by the race-going 
public that seats in view of the pit area are increasingly at a 
premium. It is now routine for tens of thousands of spectators 
to rise to their feet and, with one voice, cheer a crew that has 
just executed an outstanding pit stop. 

Because of the economics of American track racing, innova- 
tions are the exception in this sport and imitation of success 
is the rule. However, the few leaders continue to test new ideas 














and there will be a few in this year’s contest. Kurtis has built 
three new cars, to be driven by Chuck Hulse, Jack Turner and 
an un-named third. Their engines are tilted 18 degrees to the 
right to give a chassis-loading effect which is between the usual 
vertical and the George Salih-developed horizontal. 

For Rodger Ward, successful innovator A. J. Watson has built 
a car with an ultra-light tube frame and solid axles which are 
sprung by coils rather than by torsion bars. For Jim Rathmann’s 
mount Smoky Yunick has come up with a limited-slip differ- 
ential. This can provide ultimate traction by eliminating the 
dragging of one driving wheel in the turns. And, again, power 
steering will be tried. 

The most interesting American entry is a John Zink Special 
which Troy Rutt:aan is to drive. It has been designed to receive 
both an Offy and a gas turbine engine but latest reports are 
that time will not permit taking the turbine route this year. 
In either case, the location of the powerplant at the rear will 
contribute interest and should contribute knowledge. 

The Cooper Climax entry, of course, will win a fortune in 
attention and publicity if it does nothing in the race. Already, 
however, it has given Indy old-timers a lesson they never will 
forget. Last October FIA World Champion Jack Brabham 


























Before a car is allowed on the track for qualification 
attempts, it undergoes a thorough safety inspection. 
Condition of the chassis is checked with especial care. 










toured the Indy ovai in this 150-cubic-inch machine, running 
gasoline for fuel. He cut a lap at 144.8 mph, which would 
have placed him eleventh among last year’s qualifiers had he 
done four laps at that speed. He is officially entered for this 
year’s race with the same car (modified to 167 cubic inches) 
and with a newly-built Cooper in reserve which has been tailored 
to the Speedway’s unique requirements. Since he can go to hotter 
fuels and, because of his car’s small displacement, to supercharg- 
ing, his last year’s lap times are only a beginning. 

But all will not be easy for Brabham. Although he turned 
144, plus, he was two seconds slower in the chutes than typical 
Offies, meaning he was making his time in the turns. But his 
fast time was made on sticky but fast-wearing, road-racing 
Dunlops. In the 500 he must run a much harder tread com- 
pound, and this will cost him cornering speed. The Cooper has 
independent suspension, which may be fine for adhesion but is 
not the answer for tire wear. It was found at Indy years ago 
that the best tire wear results when a car’s tires are maintained 
at right angles to the pavement at all times. With independent 
suspension, camber and chassis-track dimensions fluctuate con- 
stantly, which leads to accelerated tire wear and to more pit stop8. 

Finally, there is the matter of torque, gobs of which enable 
the hulking Offies to maintain high lap speeds without shifting 
gears. Brabham’s lap times were impressive when he was on 
the track alone. But what will they be when he has to run in 
trafic? When conditions ahead of him are crowded and he has 
to lift his foot momentarily, will his small engine have any 
pulling power left when he hits the throttle again? Not enough, 
probably, and therefore his car will run a three-speed transmis- 
sion with second cog for offsetting this handicap. But the tiniest 
fractions of a second are decisive in this 500-mile trophy dash 
and the man who is changing gears in addition to watching tire 
wear, traffic, instruments and pit signals is going to be busy 
indeed. Brabham has a marvelous mount and the surprise of 


last October may be hammered home this Memorial Day. If so, 
/MT 













































Special jacking systems to expedite tire changes during 
pit stops are used by most entrants. Platform type it will have been well earned. 
(top photo) is kept in pits while built-in piston jacks 

(bottom) are quicker but add to the car’s weight. 
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A SMALL, BLACK SEDAN dashed between the snow banks on the deserted country roads 
of Sweden. Except for the facts that it lacked any identifying markings and its cargo 
included a spaghetti-like network of testing cables and meters, it attracted little attention 
as it passed through the tiny villages. Inside the car, the German test crew was confident 
that its mission was being carried out in complete secrecy. 

But, as the photos on these pages reveal, all eyes (and cameras) were not turned 
away. These exclusive, unposed pictures give American readers their first real look at 
more than a silhouette of Europe’s most important and best-kept automotive secret, 
the new Volkswagen 1500. 

After years of rumors, the 
first official confirmation of 
the existence of a new VW 
was made just a few weeks 
ago. That development was © 
reported upon in last month’s 
MT and the authorized factory 
photos were shown. Those 
two pictures, two retouched —rne oficial Volkswagen photo of the new 1500 left many questions 


. . unanswered. The car’s most distinctive styling points are at the front 
side views of a two-door and rear. The pictures eleswhere in this report tell the full story. 





Somewhat hidden by tape and wiring of test equipment, interior styling of the VW has elements of luz- 
ury unknown in current versions of Volkswagen. Note leather trim, grab bar, increased instrumentation. 
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THE NEW VOLKSWAGEN 


sedan and all-new station wagon (both 
photos are reprinted on these pages), left 
many questions in the minds of enthu- 
siasts. What were the front and rear con- 
figurations? What was the engine’s size 
and exact location? Were there many 
refinements on the inside? Most of these 
points can be answered by a careful study 
of these photos of the test car. 

Since this mud-covered test car was 
obviously a pre-production prototype, 
many minor points of trim and style can 
and obviously will be changed before the 
car goes into final production. But we can 
be almost completely certain that those 
changes will remain minor, since very re- 
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Front suspension of the bigger VW 
(above) is independent with 
torsion bars. Station wagon version 
(left) as announced by factory 
has strong resemblance to Corvair 
Lakewood. Rear shot (below) of 
the 1500 prototype was taken in 
the Swedish back country as the 
car was undergoing its final 
testing. Reports are that this 
process has been completed and 
production will begin before 1962. 

















liable sources report that the car has passed 
all of its final testing and production will 
begin before the end of the year. 

The most important development 
within the new VW 1500 has gone 
unmentioned in the official company 
announcements. The engine, naturally lo- 
cated in the rear, is of a new design that 
makes it extremely adaptable to more 
efficient placement. The cooling fan is 
situated horizontally over the engine, as 
on the Corvair. This cuts down the overall 
height of the whole powerplant package 
to approximately eight inches! The engine 
thus becomes an under-floor unit. There 
is storage space in both front and rear 
trunks. 

One source, close to Volkswagen, de- 
scribed this new engine as a “suitcase” 
design. This is a whole new concept of 
engine size and placement, which con- 
siders the powerplant a flexible package 
that can be moved into new positions and 
create more room for passengers and 
storage. The results of such an engineer- 
ing breakthrough could be cars of the 
future with engines located under seats 
or in fender areas. 

The basic engine components and 
principles are much the same as those on 
the current VW’s. Displacement of the 
flat Four is 91,5 cubic inches, as compared 
with the current sedan’s 72.7 cubic inches. 
The engine, rear axle drive and gearbox 
are designed as one unit. The four-speed 
full-synchromesh box is operated by a 
floor-mounted shift located between the 
two front bucket seats. 

Up front there is independent suspen- 
sion with torsion bars, while a swing axle 
does the work at the rear. Brakes, front 
and rear, are of the conventional drum 
design. 

American eyebrows were raised quickly 
when the new station wagon styling was 
revealed. Quite similar to the Corvair 
Lakewood, the 1500 wagon is a logical 
shape for a vehicle with its purpose, and 
the sloping VW hood will do much to 
give it styling distinction. 

There are rumors of another special 
shape in the planning stage for the 1500. 
A special coupe body, with more graceful 
lines and a lower profile than the sedan, 
has been seen on the Volkswagen test 
tracks. More closely related to its four- 
seater counterpart than is the Karmann- 
Ghia to the current VW sedan, this new 
sports coupe could well be Germany’s 
answer to the Monza. 

The official Volkswagen policy that the 
new car will not be marketed in the 
United States remains firm as of this 
report. It is obvious that this will be the 
case until such time as the happy sales 
picture of the current model should 
weaken. When and if that happens, the 
1500 will join the familiar beetle-shaped 
sedan in U.S. showrooms. It is estimated 
that its retail price would be in the area 
of $2100. /MT 





FORD'S NO-LASH VALVE TRAIN 


Smoother, quieter valve operation is a feature of Ford’s latest 
223-cubic-inch, six-cylinder engine. 

Valves with mechanical lifters normally require frequent ad- 
justments for wear and the setting must allow for heat expansion. 
As a result, some lash occurs in the valve train and can cause an 
annoying tapping sound, especially when the engine is cold. 

Ford has a new answer to this problem, an eccentric attached 
to the rocker arm and wedged against the valve stem by a spring 
plunger within the rocker. The action of the plunger keeps the 
eccentric in constant contact with the stem, despite wear or heat, 
eliminating the source of noise. Adjustment is still required, but 
much less often. 

Originally scheduled for all ’61 Ford Sixes, the device has just 
been adopted as a running change. Unofficial sources indicate 
the delay was because of minor lubrication difficulties, now 
solved, where the eccentric pivots on the rocker arm. 
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Chevrolet's Impala 
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by Bob Ames 


w ALL THE NEW VERSIONS of Detroit 
cars being introduced this summer, a 
lot of car enthusiasts might think that 
Chevrolet’s new Super Sport falls into this 
classification. To be truthful, however, the 
SS package is a kit for the Impala, and 
Chevrolet is quite accurate in calling it so. 
But don’t misunderstand the word “kit,” 
as I did until I sat behind the wheel of a 





new Super Sport. This SS had a four-speed 
transmission, and when I floored it in 
second I got the impression that Chevrolet 
had made a mistake in labelling this car 
a Super anything — they should have called 
it the Incredible Impala! 

Performance is the shibboleth for the 
Impala SS, and all five of its engines are 
potent powerhouses. Just how potent is 
shown by the record turned in by one of 
the first 360-hp engines delivered to the 
West Coast. This Chevrolet won in its 
class at the 1961 Winternationals held in 
February at Pomona, California. The ET 
was an amazing 13.59 seconds for the 
quarter-mile, with a top speed of 105.88 
mph. Just to prove that it was no mis- 
take, the same car also recorded a non- 
official 13.19 seconds, 109.48 mph. These 
are eye-popping results for the first acid 
test of a mew engine and are undoubtedly 
just the start of a long series of wins for 
Chevrolet's new Impala. 

One of the more subtle—and equally as 
important as the performance power team 
options — is the list of extras that come 
with the Impala Super Sport kit. There 
is a special trim inside and out, padded 
panel, simulated knock-off wheel covers, 
power brakes and steering, and narrow- 


band whitewalls. But these items are just 
the frosting on the cake. The enthusiast 
will be far more interested in the 7,000- 
rpm tach, heavy-duty springs and shocks 
and sintered metallic brake linings. This 
makes it mandatory that the SS not only 
have the guts to perform well, but is safe 
to drive at the speeds of which it is capable. 
Any Super Sport kit is available with 
five power teams: 305 hp with four-speed 
manual or heavy-duty Powerglide, 340 hp 
or 350 hp with a four-speed manual. These 
three engines are all modifications of Chev- 
rolet’s familiar 348-cubic-inch V-8. The 
biggest optional powerplant is a new en- 
gine: a 409-cubic-inch V-8 turning out 
360 hp at 5800 rpm and 409 Ibs.-ft. of 
torque at 3600 rpm. 
The new 409-cubic-inch V-8 is basically 
a hopping-up of the 348, but it is the 
type of a hot rod job that few individuals 
would be able to do. This is mostly be- 
cause the 348 will not accept the larger 
bore and stroke (although a few might) 
and Chevrolet engineers made changes in 
the core casting to keep the water jacket 
at a safe thickness. The 409’s bore and 
stroke are 4.3125 x 3.50, as opposed to 
the 348’s 4.125 x 3.50. 
continued on page 42 


STEERING WHEEL IS COCKED TO ONE SIDE HERE TO SHOW TACH; IN DRIVING, THOUGH, BAR HIDES INSTRUMENT. 
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Chevrolet’s new Impala Super Sport 
gets its visual identification from 
exterior trim effects like the 
individualistic wheel covers and 

SS imprint over the crossed flags. 
New 409 engine will always be 

the identifying feature for 
performance enthusiasts, however. 
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CHEVROLET'S SUPER SPORT 


continued 


There are many other changes in the 
409 — and some of these are going to 
present several interesting possibilities for 
modification-minded enthusiasts with a 
348. The crankshaft is heavier, and a new 
type of bearing material is now being used. 
The pistons are quite different and are 
forged aluminum with a full-width valve 
relief cut across the top. The connecting 
rods are Yg-inch shorter than those of the 
348 but weigh more since they are more 
heavily built. 

The cylinder heads are virtually identi- 
cal, but the 409 has bigger holes for the 
heavier pushrods. The cam has been 
changed and the timing set to provide the 
greater air that is necessary at the higher 
rpm’s. The performance potential of the 
409 also required heavier valve springs. 

The only carburetor available with the 
409 is a Carter four-barrel. Both the pri- 
mary venturi and throttle bore openings 
are larger than those found on this same 
carburetor when it is installed on a 348. 

Besides the options listed for the SS kit, 
there are dozens of other interesting modi- 
fications that will be of importance to the 
performance enthusiast. Axle ratios, ac- 
cording to the AMA specs are 3.36 for the 
360 hp and 305 hp (3.55 with Power- 
glide); and 3.70 for the 340- and 350-hp 


Interior is little changed from a 
stock Impala. Floor-mounted four- 
speed shift is mandatory except 

on the smallest engine option. 
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engines. But enthusiasts will probably be 
familiar with the Chevrolet RPO’s which 
go as high numerically as 5-to-1. Another 
important axle option is Chevrolet’s lim- 
ited-slip differential, Positraction. The car 
driven for this report had this option, and 
it must be highly recommended for all- 
out performance. 

A mere reading of the specifications, 
changes and options is no preparation for 
driving Chevrolet's Impala SS. About the 
closest practical comparison that can be 
made is with a Police Special option that 
Detroit manufacturers (including Chevro- 
let) offer to law enforcement agencies. The 
SS will do everything that most of these 
cars will — and will do better than many. 

Acceleration is sharp and so rapid that 
at first it is a little hard to believe. The car 
I drove had only four miles on the odom- 
eter, so an all-out acceleration was out of 
the question. But without trying hard, the 
SS will shoot away from practically any- 
thing else on the road. With the limited- 
slip there was absolutely no spin of the 
wheels — but with a properly broken-in 
and tuned engine, it would probably peel 





rubber at any speed up to 70 mph. 

Handling is another area that will sur- 
prise the uninitiated, although those driv- 
ers who are familiar with an all-out 
performance machine will know exactly 
what to expect. Corners can be taken flat, 
fast and furious. Since the car was so new 
and the time limited, corners familiar to 
me were too far away to get to. But a flat, 
90-degree, hard-topped corner is practi- 
cally the same wherever it is. The SS will 
take these faster and safer than almost any 
stock sedan I’ve driven this year — and 
this includes representative versions of 
every car Detroit builds. 

The Morraine sintered metallic brake 
lining and the heavy-duty brakes which 
are required with the SS kit came in for a 
lot of close scrutiny. There have been 
some complaints of cold weather fade with 
this combination. Chevrolet’s engineering 
department feels that this problem has 
been licked, and the few tests I had time 
for proved this is true. If they work as well 
over a long period, these brakes should be 
given serious consideration by anyone who 
intends to buy a performance car. 





I have one complaint about the Impala 
SS, and it is one that every enthusiast is 
going to gripe about. The tach, which 
worked smoothly and gave a precise read- 
ing, is located on the steering column post 
with a strap. The only logical place for it 
appears to be just above the spoke in the 
steering wheel. When doing any type of 
driving it is difficult to read, and on wind- 
ing mountain roads where the Impala SS 
will be a marvelous car to drive, the wheel 
spoke will obscure it entirely from view. 
Since this is a time for a lot of down- and 
up-shifting, the fellow who likes to shift 
at precise points is going to run into a lot 
of trouble. 

As for the trim, grab handle, wheel cov- 
ers, etc., my Own opinion is that they are 
rather flat. They aren't different enough 
to set the SS apart from a regular Impala, 
although they don’t add a lot to the cost. 
For myself, I can take or leave this particu- 
lar feature. For me, and for any true 
aficionado, the engineering guts are what 
count — and Chevrolet's Impala Super 
Sport is about as gutty a machine as can be 
bought over the counter today. /MT 





a JOINS in the parade of mid-season new model 
announcements as it makes two new two-door coupes 
available in the compact Tempest lineup. Using the same 
coupe roof line that has been developed for the other 
GM compacts, the new Tempests will have identical 
exterior dimensions to the four-door sedan that has 
been in Pontiac showrooms since last fall. A lone ex- 
ception will be a half-inch lowering of overall height. 

The standard coupe, as pictured below, will have 
conventional bench-type front seats, normal Tempest 
interior appointments and a full-width rear window. A 
more deluxe version will have bucket seats in the front, 
deluxe carpeting and a special interior trim. A preview 
of the latter model was given at the International Auto- 


mobile Show in New York in April. Called the “Le 
Mans,” this high-styled coupe has a special cloth and 
vinyl-coated roof with a small rear window, similar to 
the Buick Skylark, pictured earlier in this issue. 

Both coupes will be offered with the full range of 
four-cylinder Tempest engines with output ratings from 
110 to 155 hp. The 155-hp aluminum V-8 is also a 
customer option. Transmissions now available are a 
three-speed, floor-mounted manual and a_ two-speed 
automatic. 

Naturally the Tempest’s other unique design achieve- 
ments, the transaxle and flexible driveshaft, are incor- 
porated in the two-door versions of the MOTOR TREND 
“Car of the Year.” : /mT 


THE NEW TEMPEST COUPE 
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True classics were distinctive in many different ways. 
Some were known for engineering design, while others 
achieved fame because of built-in lurury. This Auburn 
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Boat-Tail Speedster stands out for body styling. Com- 
pare it with Fords and Chevys of the early 1930’s 
and you will see why it is classified as a classic. 





THE CLASSIC CAR 
REVISITED 





The Hispano Suiza is one of the finest classics 


ever made. Of French-Spanish-Swiss origin, 


this K-6 is powered by an aircraft-type engine. 
This car was restored by the author. 
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In the early 1950’s we at MOTOR 
TREND were amazed at the interest 
being generated in a certain type of 
car. We knew that collectors every- 
where were showing extreme interest 
in cars other than antique auto- 
mobiles. 

As the fever spread, we felt it 
necessary to investigate and to find 
out why particular cars had appeal, 
while others didn't. We then went out 
on a limb and defined the cars as 
“classic.” 

Now, after the elapse of a decade, 
it is interesting to go back to some of 
those early opinions and see whether 
they were correct and have withstood 
the test of time. continued on page 46 























Note the distinction and luxury of this V-16 Cadillac 185 hp. During its time, the majority of cars bought by 
Town Sedan. Its powerplant was also classic. The com- Americans were equipped with six- or eight-cylinder 
plex engine displaced 431 cubic inches and developed engines which had horsepower ratings in area of 85. 
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The 1930 Cord L-29 Town Car with 
body by Murphy reached the heights of real 
luxury. The low silhouette was achieved by front-wheel drive. 
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Weymann built this body for the Stutz factory, 
which did not have sufficient capital to engineer 
a 12- or 16-cylinder engine. At that time many 





said that you couldn’t attract the public with a 
mere eight cylinders. Stutz countered this skep- 
ticism by designing 32 valves into the engine. 











THE CLASSIC CAR REVISITED 


Ten years ago, we framed this definition: “A classic 
car is a distinctive car manufactured with quality mate- 
rials and superb craftsmanship. It is a practical car, 
outstanding in appearance, performance, dependability 
and utilitarian value. Though exceptions exist, it is 
usually a large, powerful, open body, luxury car that 
was manufactured from 1928 to 1937, and a model 
which was expensive in price and produced in limited 
numbers.” 

Now, there are many clubs composed of enthusiasts 
banded together with the classic as their primary interest. 
Membership in organized clubs mounts up in the 
thousands. The classic car lovers have ferreted out the 
cream of the crop, restored them, and cherished them 
with loving care. It is easier now to establish, by public 
opinion, those cars which are classic and those which 
are not. Bear in mind, however, that the number of 
cars of a given make is no criterion, because there are 
many models which are non-existent. In other lines, two 
or three examples may be in existence out of an original 
run of over a thousand. 

The key word in the definition is “distinctive.” There 
is a distinction between those famous cars belonging in 
the first-rank and ordinary cars such as the Chevrolet, 
Buick or Essex. Another word would be “different.” 
Visualize the difference in quality, construction and 
appearance between a Duesenberg and a Hudson. One 
car was built for transportation and the other for pres- 
tige, comfort and luxury. One was ordinary; one was so 
deluxe that you couldn’t buy anything better. 

The true classic was the finest car that money could 
buy. It was intended to be much more than mere trans- 
portation, and it was. A pot-metal handle will open any 
car door; but think of one made of hammered silver. 
A rubber floor mat will insulate feet from vibration 
and heat; but think of one made of lamb’s wool. Four 
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or six or even eight cylinders will provel you to and 
from the market; 16 will do it in magnificent style. 

Every imaginable luxury was built into the classic. 
The finest silks, brocades and engineering known to 
man were utilized. A horsepower race was if progress. 
Those manufacturers who couldn’t squeeze sufficient 
horsepower out of a given design, simply added cylin- 
ders. Think of the prestige acquired with 12 cylinders. 
The ultimate was 16 cylinders. 

Craftsmanship was carefully maintained by continuous 
inspection. The most successful builders of classics were 
those who built a super chassis and then sent it out to 
a custom body builder for a custom body. Astounding 
success was achieved by such firms as LeBaron, Bohman 
& Schwartz, Willoughby, Rolston, Brunn, Locke, and 
Waterhouse, to name a few. Established prestige build- 
ers such as Bugatti, Hispano Suiza, Lincoln and Mer- 
cedes-Benz also had a field day. Their generally fine 
products were improved by the addition of the finest 
bodies that man could build. 

Now that so many are actively engaged in the restor- 
ation and preservation of the true classics, you see the 
prestige-built Lincolns, Packards, Duesenbergs, Mar- 
mons, etc., at classic car meets everywhere. Convertible 
cars outnumber the closed cars by two to one. The open 
cars are, with rare exception, valued anywhere from 
twice to ten times the value of the closed cars. 

Those that aren’t dependable or practical are either 
left at home or parked by the side of the road, half-way 
to the meeting place. The crowds revel at the exhaust 
noise of the powerful ones; the lesser classics and semi- 
classics hardly rate a second glance. By far the great 
majority of cars were built between 1928 and 1937. 
Most money and time is spent on those that present 
a well executed design and handsome appearance. Very 
few people invest in any form in tankers which are 
probably best described as recognized classics with clesed 
bodies, which are not eye appealing. /MT 
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Diana built a good car (right) in the low-medium 
price range. It sought distinction in the radiator 
grille, but, since the car lacked power, prestige and 
beauty, it never reached the status of a 

classic. The design of the grille is 

somewhat similar to that of the Minerva. 
















The best 1931 Chevrolet (left) cost a fraction 
of the price of a Duesenberg or Mercedes. 
Although it was very dependable, it was a car 
that cannot be called a ciassic in true sense. 
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The Moon (right) was a handsome car with 
sidemounts, body moldings and sun visor, but 
the illusion of a long hood was damaged by 
the short wheelbase. The car just doesn’t 
have the features that are found in a classic. 





A true classic should never be modified. The 
Packard above has been modified. Can you spot 
the changes? The Marmon 16 (left) was one 

of the most revered cars of all time. A 

well tuned version would out-perform 

most any other car in the field. 
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Rolled and pleated individual front seats add 
vinyl luxury to the Futura’s interior. 
Color-keyed carpeting also adds to the mood. 





48 MOTOR TREND/JUNE 1961 














© OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL new cars in recent years have 
come from the Ford stable. The Falcon and Thunderbird 
have entered the distinct fields of economy and luxury trans- 


portation and cut out for themselves good shares of the 
market, along with devoted bands of drivers. Now their 
parent company has announced a modified version of the 


Falcon, which attempts to combine some of the better- 
received features of both of these popular cars. 

The Falcon Futura varies little in outside appearance 
from the standard compact sedan that is now in its second 


year in Ford dealers’ showrooms. Inside, however, is a 
luxurious passenger compartment which has all of the flair 
of the big T-Bird. 


' Two individually adjustable bucket seats welcome the 
front passengers. Foam padded and vinyl covered, they offer 
a deep and comfortable position and have a contoured roll 


Another compact bids for prestige with a glorified interior 















Center console gives the Thunderbird touch to the 
deluxe Ford compact. Lid can be lifted 
for access to a handy secondary storage area. 





External indications of the plush Futura are the 
teardrop-shaped ornamentations on the rear 
quarter panel, special wheel covers and tires. 
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THE FALCON FUTURA 


on their edges and backs which keeps the 
rider firmly in place. The back seat is 
of a bench design, but padding and pleat- 
ing are such that there is a semi-bucket 
effect for two passengers. An embossed 
Falcon emblem is in place between these 
two seat positions. 

A very important feature of the front 
seats is the manner in which the back of 





Standard equipment on Futura 
are new-style door panels 

of washable vinyl with bright 
inserts. Armrests at all four 
passenger positions are 
included without extra cost. 


Although rear seat of the 
two-door sedan is of bench-type 
design, upholstery is such 

that a semi-bucket effect is 
obtained for two passengers. 
Falcon crest is on the back. 
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the right seat folds down to allow entry 
to the rear. As on the Thunderbird, this 
back is designed to fold all the way down 
to the front cushion. It’s a great help for 
those climbing in and, combined with the 
rather wide doors of the Falcon shell, it 
makes the Futura the two-door compact 
with the easiest back-seat accessibility. 
To add further differentiation from 


other deluxe compacts and to make the 
resemblance with the Thunderbird strong- 
er, the Futura has been equipped with a 
console between the two front seats. This 
metal-topped unit is too low to be an 
armrest but it does have some practicality. 
The hinged top covers a small but useful 
secondary glove compartment. 

The floor area is completely carpeted 





Polka-dot wheel covers are exclusive with the 
Futura. New scuff-proof whitewall tires are 
available only on this car, but as an option. 
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Another important feature borrowed 
from T-Bird is full-folding seat back 
which, with wide-opening doors, gives 
Futura easiest back seat access. 


and this covering, along with the vinyl 
upholstery, is offered in five color combi- 
nations: black, metallic blue, metallic 
brown, red and metallic turquoise. Stand- 
ard equipment in the Futura includes a 
white steering wheel and color-keyed steer- 
ing column and instrument panel. The 
door panels have been specially restyled 
and trimmed for this version, and armrests 
are standard in all four passenger positions. 

The Futura can be recognized in traffic 
by its distinctive polka-dot wheel covers 
and the three teardrop-shaped ornaments 
on the rear fenders. Narrow-band white- 
wall tires are optional on the Futura; they 
are not offered on any other Falcons. 
Chrome trim outlines the window areas, 
but the contoured side panels are not out- 
lined by the bright metal band that marks 
the deluxe ’61 Falcons. 

Dimensions of the new version are iden- 
tical to those of other Falcons. Overall 
length is 181.2 inches, width is 70.3 
inches and height is 54.5 inches. Wheel- 
base is 109.5 inches. 

A choice of engines is offered to the new 
Futura owner. Standard is the 144-cubic- 
inch ohv six-cylinder powerplant, while 
the larger 170-cubic-inch Special engine 
is an option. As expected, there is also 
a decision to be made between the three- 
speed manual or the two-speed Ford auto- 
matic transmissions. /« 





NEW NHRA STOCK CLASSES 


. panceragy COMPETITION is expected in the stock classes at this 
season’s drag races. Higher-powered cars than ever are hitting the 
quarter-mile strips as Chevrolet, Ford, Plymouth and Dodge challenge 
Pontiac's dominance of the sport. Last year, 360 hp was just about tops 
among makes seriously competing for major stock honors, but that 
same figure marks the /owest rating among the new contenders. 

The National Hot Rod Association, drag racing's most important 
sanctioning body, has recognized this development by re-aligning its 
stock classes and establishing new policies for certain modifications 
and special equipment. 

For closer matches, the hotter machines are now grouped much 
more evenly. Under the new rules, cars that raced in Super and A/Stock 
at 1960 meets are broken into six separate classes, while the total 
number of stock categories has been increased from seven to 12. 

Weight-to-power ratio, based on shipping weight divided by adver- 
tised horsepower, still serves as the standard of classification. Super 
Stock, or S/S, previously meant any production automobile with 12.59 
Ibs./hp or less. For 1961, it has been cut to 10.59 lbs./hp. Other new 
classes are as follows: A/S, 10.60 to 11.29 Ibs./hp; B/S, 11.30 to 11.88 
Ibs./hp; C/S, 11.89 to 12.49 Ibs./hp; D/S, 12.50 to 13.99 Ibs./hp; 
E/S, 14.00 to 14.99 lbs./hp; F/S, 15.00 to 15.59 Ibs./hp; G/S, 15.60 
to 16.99 lbs./hp; H/S, 17.00 to 18.99 Ibs./hp; I/S, 19.00 to 21.49 
Ibs./hp; J/S, 21.50 to 25.49 Ibs./hp; and K/S, 25.50 lbs./hp and above. 

Obviously, some former S/S champions have been demoted. The ’57 
Chevy, for example, with its lightest two-door body and 283-hp fuel- 
injected engine, has 11.27 Ibs./hp, dropping it into the new A/S 
group by a slim margin. Heavier bodywork would make it a B/S, but 
at least it will be competing with cars of similar ability. Against this 
year's top performers, it would have no luck at all; its equivalent in a 
new Chevy has 360 hp for a mere 9.86 Ibs. /hp! 

Another significant aspect of the new rules is the narrow margin 
within each class. A/S used to cover a range of 2.39 Ibs./hp, but now 
it is only .69 lbs./hp. Variations in body style or transmission can 
affect the weight enough to place different cars of the same make and 
power in separate classes. 

The 305-hp Chevy, hottest engine available from its maker with 
either manual or automatic gearing, provides a good case in point. 
With a stick shift in the lightest Biscayne sedan, it rates as a B/S. 
Drop the same power train into the heavier Impala convertible, and it 
becomes a C/S. Then substitute the heavy-duty Powerglide transmission, 
and weight is increased sufficiently to push it down to D/S! . 

The whole point, of course, is to pit cars against each other as fairly 
and evenly as possible. Much more interesting matches should result. 

Other changes in the NHRA rules allow more leeway in modifications 
and equipment with, again, the aim of equalizing competition. 

Floor levers for manual transmissions are allowed on all makes, for 
example, regardless of their availability as factory options. This will 
reduce the quick-shift advantage of four-speed Chevrolets and Pontiacs. 
Conversions can be either a cross-breed of stock parts, such as a Chrysler 
300-G linkage in a Plymouth, or any of the approved kits now offered 
by most speed shops. 

Three items, ignition, exhaust and rear axle ratio, no longer have 
to conform to factory specifications. The ignition can be any battery- 
operated system; previously, only minor internal changes were allowed. 
Lakes pipes are now permitted, confirming a policy already followed by 
many individual strip operators. Finally, any axle ratio can be used, 
provided the gears fit into the original housing. 

A booklet containing the complete NHRA drag rules for 1961 is 
available for 50 cents from the National Hot Rod Association, 1171 
North Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles 29, California. {MT 
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PEED AND LUXURY are superbly combined in the Chrysler 

300-G, seventh in a series of magnificent road cars. Offering 
one of the hottest standard engines in production, the 300-G 
is geared and sprung for rapid highway travel and features a 
richly tailored interior for comfort over long distances. 

With 375 hp, a three-speed manual gearbox and 3.23 rear 
axle, MOTOR TREND’s 300-G scored a 0-60 time of 8.3 seconds, 
impressive but only a hint of the true potential. The car comes 
into its own on the highway, not at the drag strip. 

Quick bursts of power, such as for passing, are right on tap 
in third gear. At 60 mph, for example, a terrific punch is avail- 
able without a downshift. And drop- 
ping into second, a ratio stretching 
beyond 90 mph, provides even 
stronger response. Top speed is esti- 
mated to be nearly 130 mph, well 
beyond any safe or legal limits. 

Naturally, this sort of performance 
takes fuel. The test car averaged be- 
tween nine and 13 mpg, one of the 
lowest figures so far recorded for a 
61 model. Conservative highway 
driving might yield slightly better 
mileage but would be ignoring the 
whole purpose of the car. 

Away from high-speed conditions, 
road behavior did not prove as satis- x 
factory. Acceleration, though brisk, 
was actually slower than that recorded 
for last year's 300-F with a similar 
375-hp engine coupled to an auto- 
matic transmission, and driving in 
heavy traffic with the stick shift was 
extremely awkward. 

Fundamentally, the engineering is 
repeated from the 300-F with one 
important exception, the manual gear- 
box. Based on the 413-cubic-inch 





ROAD TEST 


ay 
Clarysller 
200-G 





Chrysler V-8 also used in the New Yorker and Imperial, the 
300-G engine has a 10.1-to-1 compression ratio, two four-barrel 
carburetors and a ram intake manifold. The stock 375-hp unit 
peaks at 5,000 rpm and produces 495 Ibs.-ft. of torque at 2800 
rpm. Automatic Torqueflite is the transmission specified by the 
factory, while the new manual is available at extra cost. 

The 300-G can also be equipped with a faster-revving engine 
of even greater horsepower, 400 at 5200 rpm. Torque is reduced 
slightly, though, to 465 lbs.-ft. at 3600 rpm. The stick shift 
is mandatory with this powerhouse, replacing an imported 
four-speed box used in the 400-hp 300-F. 

Similar to the heavy-duty, three- 
speed manuals offered in lower-priced 
Chrysler products, the new transmis- 
sion has a 2.55 first gear and 1.49 
second. While smooth and precise to 
operate, it showed no performance 
advantage over the automatic. 

The 0-30 time’ of 3.5 seconds and 
0-45 of 5.4, both lower than expected, 
must be blamed on the wheelspin 
necessary to get the fastest possible 
start. Another factor, a long throw 
of the lever between first and second 
gears, worked against the 8.3-second 
0-60 figure. The arm movement re- 
quired was too much for a really fast 
upshifet. 

Torqueflite has only a 2.45 first 
and 1.45 second but gets additional 
reduction, as high as 2.2, from its 
torque converter. This means its max- 
imum potential ratio at takeoff is 
5.39, so the car can break from the 
line at higher engine speed with less 
wheelspin. The automatic also shifts 
faster than most drivers can manage 
with the stick, cutting even more 


: 


A REAL SPECIALIST IN HIGH SPEED CRUISING 





Throne-like seats, separated by armrest-cum-glove boz, 
are used front and rear. Small square patches are 
ventilated to reduce the stickiness from perspiration. 
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Chrysler’s “magic ingredient,” ram induction, virtually 
hides the 413-cubic-inch engine from view. Normal 
output is 375 hp at 5000 rpm; optional is 400 at 5200! 
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time from the acceleration figures under equivalent conditions. 

For everyday use, the manual displayed further faults. The 
ram V-8 may peak at a relatively low rpm but it can still be 
temperamental at really slow speeds. Revs should be kept in 
an efficient range, not easy to do with the ratios at hand. Worst 
of all, first gear, which should be used much more liberally than 
in an ordinary car, is not synchromesh. 

Again, Torqueflite solves most of the difficulty. The converter 
absorbs much of the 375-hp engine’s uneasiness and, of course, 
the automatic box shifts into first whenever a lower ratio is 
needed. 

In short, the manually geared 300-G is simply not as flexible 
as the automatic version. But, regardless of transmission, the 
car was engineered for the open road, not city streets. 

That same principle applies to the suspension. While it fol- 
lows established Chrysler practice of front torsion bars and 
rear semi-elliptics, it has been specially engineered for highway 





stability. Spring rates are 40 per cent stiffer than normal and 
both the stabilizer bar and shock absorbers are set up for heavy 
duty. 

On fast straightaways, the test car was absolutely steady with 
no bounce and no float, just a firm “glued to the road” feel. 
At lower speeds, however, the ride was quite hard and vibration 
on rough surfaces could be severe. Even when cruising on 
smooth roads, there was enough shock to flutter the hood. 

Cornering ability, too, was impressive, though the firmness 
of the springing was deceptive, suggesting a degree of handling 
not really there. Body sway was slight and directional control 
good, but the car’s sheer bulk prevented it from handling really 
nimbly. On broad, sweeping turns, for example, the rear end 
broke a little too easily. It was possible to correct quickly and 
accurately with the standard Chrysler power steering, at least 
once its light touch had been mastered. 

Larger wheels are used this year, along with ventilated covers, 
for better brake cooling. The brakes themselves, however, are 
standard New Yorker and not up to the 300-G’s potential speed. 
They fade more rapidly than desirable in such a powerful car. 

Because the car is meant to cover long stretches of open road, 
careful attention has been given to passenger comfort. The 
300-G has the same two-door hardtop and convertible bodies 
as the New Yorker but with an entirely different interior layout. 

The seats are four huge buckets, upholstered in ventilated 





leather. The front pair retains the swiv.1 feature abandoned in 
other Chrysler products for 61. Actually, it is of some use with 
individual seats but proved impractical with a normal bench. 

With good contouring and a six-way power adjustment, 
drivers of all sizes and shapes can find comfortable positions. 
Surprisingly, the passenger’s side cannot be regulated separately; 
it moves right along with the driver’s. 

A tunnel console divides the compartment down the middle. 
Front and rear, it incorporates the power window controls, ash 
trays and armrests that conceal small package compartments. 
The last proved ideal for maps, cigarettes, glasses and other items 
that are hard to keep handy without being in the way. /MT 


The fantastic performance of the 300-G should really be 
experienced to be appreciated. Tremendous power is 
matched by superior suspension for control at high speed. 


Chrysler 300-G 

Two-door hardtop 

$5411 

Ohv V-8 

413 cubic inches 

10.1-to-1 


Two four-barrel (ram) 

375 @ 5,000 rpm 

Three-speed manual 

3.23 

9 to 13 miles per gallon 

0-30 mph in 3.5 seconds, 0-45 mph in 
5.4 seconds and 0-60 mph in 8.3 seconds 


Indicated 30, 45 and 60 mph are actual 
32, 47.5 and 63 mph, respectively 


Indicated 100 miles is actual 97 miles 
10.65 Ibs. per horsepower 
91 
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STUDEBAKER 


ROAD TEST 


FUN AND PRACTICALITY IN ONE FAMILIAR PACKAGE 


OR DRIVING PLEASURE with family utility, the Stude- 

baker Hawk is a top choice in its price class. It 
has good measures of performance and roadability, 
yet is a comfortable, practical car for everyday use. 
Further sporting flavor has been added this year 
with bucket seats and, as an option, a four-speed 
floor shift. 

In basic design, the Hawk V-8 has changed little 
since it first appeared as the "53 Studebaker Com- 
mander coupe. Steady refinement, however, has 
forged it into a superior highway machine. 

The '61 Hawk tested by MOTOR. TREND combined 
a 210-hp engine, the new four-speed gearbox and 
a 3.31 rear axle to reach 0-30 in 4.5 seconds, 0-45 
in 7.0 and 0-60 in 10.6 —above-average figures 
for a standard V-8 in the lower-priced field. Com- 
pared with an automatic transmission, the new stick 
shows its biggest performance advantage at higher 
speeds, where a downshift from fourth to third 
provides a solid jolt for passing. 

Because of short valve timing, the powerplant 
is extremely flexible. It will push the car beyond 


= 


* 





50 mph in first gear, yet accelerate smoothly from 
below 15 mph in fourth. It is an engine that reacts 
briskly to frequent shifting but does not demand it. 
In other words, the Hawk tolerates a variety of 
driving moods, the type of characteristic that gives 
it its appealing personality. 

Fuel consumption was in the 13-to-17-mpg range, 
with an occasional stretch between 18 and 20 mpg 
at moderate highway speeds. 

The 289-cubic-inch Hawk engine is the same as 
the current Lark V-8 but with a longer stroke. 
It has an 8.8-to-1 compression ratio to allow the 
use of regular fuel, a dual exhaust system and, with 
normal two-barrel carburetion, develops 210 hp at 
4500 rpm and 300 Ibs.-ft. of torque at 2800. An 
optional four-barrel intake advances these figures to 
225 hp at 4500 and 305 lbs.-ft. at 3,000. 

In addition to the new four-speed transmission, 
choices include a conventional three-speed with or 
without overdrive and an automatic three-speed 
supplied by Borg-Warner. Axle ratios of 3.07 and 
3.54 can be ordered in place of the 3.31. 












The four-speed gearbox is similar to that used in the Cor- 
vette and even has the same ratios, 2.20 in first, 1.66 in second 
and 1.31 in third, closely spaced for road work in contrast to 
the somewhat wider spread for drag racing used in the big 
Chevrolet and Pontiac four-speed units. As fitted to the Hawk 
this transmission is well within the outputs for which it was 
designed and should give extremely reliable service. 

The Hawk’s performance is complemented by very good 
suspension, one of those rare systems that provide control 
without sacrificing comfort. Cornering becomes a problem only 
when a turn is extremely tight. Then, the 120.5-inch wheel- 
base can be slightly awkward to handle, and a slight nose 
heaviness causes the front end to plow. Generally, though, 
the car rates high marks for its stability. A capable driver can 
get a Hawk down a winding road much faster than he could 
several makes with much more horsepower. 

The steering is adequate, if somewhat slow at 4.6 turns 
lock-to-lock. Unfortunately, it does not have the refinements 
incorporated in the 61 Lark for quicker recovery and better 
feel of the road. 

From a comfort standpoint, the relatively long wheelbase 
is an advantage. There is little fore-and-aft pitching on even 
the roughest surfaces. Overall riding qualities are firmer than 
normal but rarely harsh. 

Highlighting the interior this year is a pair of bucket seats 
in front. Carefully contoured, they are padded with foam rub- 
ber and finished in vinyl and cloth or, optionally, completely 
in vinyl. Reclining backs are available and recommended; the 
normal angle is too erect for some tastes. 

Despite the close-coupled layout, the rear compartment 
offers a fair amount of room for two adults or three children. 
Skillful modifications have improved it considerably since the 
first 53 coupe. 

The cockpit is comfortable and functional with only a few 
minor flaws. The steering wheel, slightly oval-shaped, is well 
placed and the floor gear lever is right at hand without being 
in the way of anybody’s legs. If the car is parked with reverse 
engaged, however, the lever collides with the emergency brake 
handle, located along the right side of the steering column. 

A more serious problem involves the foot controls. Because 
of the transmission hump, the pedals are offset to the left, 
placing the brake left of the steering column. As a result, 
the driver is apt to trip his toe on the column as he moves 
from throttle to brake. He soons learns to swing his foot around 
it, of course, but until he does, he can lose a precious second 
or two during a panic stop. 

The offset pedals, which are not suspended but protrude 
through the floor, also force the driver to sit at a slight angle, 
though it is not at all uncomfortable. 

The dash is one of the best to be found on a current U.S. 
car and features a complete set of instruments. Honest, round 
dials indicate not only speed and fuel level but also replace 
the silly lights so often used to show temperature, oil pressure 
and generator charge. Appropriately enough with a four-speed 
manual shift, a tachometer is available as an extra, placed 
where it belongs, right in front of the driver. Such completely 
functional instrumentation is the ideal finishing touch on a car 


meant for people who really like to drive. And that the Hawk is. 
® /MT 


Bucket seats and four-speed gearbox add to the Hawk’s 
appeal. Functional dash arrangement has complete 
set of instruments, including tachometer as optional. 





Studebaker Hawk 

Club coupe 

$2650 

Ohv V-8 

289 cubic inches 

8.8-to-1 

Single two-barrel 

210 @ 4500 rpm 

Four-speed manual 

3.31 

13 to 17 miles per gallon 

0-30 mph in 4.5 seconds, 0-45 mph in 
7.0 seconds and 0-60 mph in 10.6 
seconds 

Indicated 30, 45 and 60 mph are actual 
30, 44.5 and 59 mph, respectively 


Indicated 100 miles is actual 97 miles 


15.27 Ibs. per horsepower 
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A complete report 
on 10 “small” 
cars designed to 
perform big jobs 


ONG BEFORE COMPACT CARS were any- 
L thing but ideas tucked away in 
the heads of a few Detroit engineers, 
station wagons had already started a 
quiet but revolutionary change in 
American car-buying habits. A few 
years ago station wagons accounted 
for merely one out of every 10 cars 
that Detroit built — today the num- 
ber is nearer one station wagon for 
each four cars. And this revolution 
shows no sign of letting up, in fact, 
it is increasing. In a few years every 
other car from Detroit may well be 
a station wagon! 

It is not surprising then, that 
when compact lines began multiply- 
ing this year, compact station wagons 
were not far behind. Before the 1961 
model: season was a month old, every 
compact had announced its station 
wagon. . 

No other single class of cars can 
offer wider selection than do compact 
wagons. Any individual who wants 
a wagon can find a compact that will 
almost exactly fill his particular need. 
In fact, some compact wagons are 
more practical than standard Six 
wagons — and for practical purposes 
some will haul as much cargo. 

But the best reason for the in- 
evitable popularity of compact station 
wagons is one of cost. Most compact 
wagons can be purchased with several 
accessories for less than the price of 
a stripped-down standard-sized sedan. 
There is also more economy in daily 
use and year-around maintenance. 
And if present trends hold true, the 
compact wagon will depreciate far 
less in dollars, and probably in per- 
centage of cost also, than any other 
type of car. 
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CORVAIR 


ANY PERSONS seem to confuse the Lakewood with another 

Corvair body style, the miniature bus, Greenbrier. Corvair’s 
Lakewood is a true station wagon, although it is certainly the 
most unconventional station wagon currently made in this 
country. 

The Lakewood is offered in only one body style, a four-door 
wagon. Its powerplant is the well-known horizontally-opposed 
six-cylinder engine originally developed for the Corvair sedan. 
A complete list of the options can be found in the specifications 
chart elsewhere in this issue. Although the axle listed as 
standard for any power team is a 3.27-to-1, the wagon driven 
for this test proved that the 3.55 optional ratio is a wise selec- 
tion for all-around purposes in the wagon series. This axle 
might mean that the highest mpg figure would be in the low 
20’s, but the extra power that the lower gearing produces will 
be extremely helpful when even a moderate load is being 
carried. 

Along with its unconventional rear-engine placement, the 
Lakewood has a few unique disadvantages that make some 
types of loading impractical. And, on the other side of the 
ledger, it has distinct and exceptionally utilitarian qualities 
that are found on no other American-made wagon. 

Since the engine is located directly underneath the cargo 
floor, a lot of heat tends to be transferred to the cargo compart- 
ment. Of course, this actually works out for the best in cold 
winter months, when the entire passenger compartment can be 
warmed quickly and efficiently. But in summer the same 
peculiarity becomes the root of a lot of trouble. Frozen foods, 
some other foods (butter, for instance), photographic film, etc., 
might be damaged if stored on the rear cargo floor for any 
length of time. 

This might seem to be a serious limitation on the Lakewood’s 
practicality, but the Corvair station wagon has a compensating 
front storage area under the hood which outweighs any dis- 
advantage in the rear. This one point is probably the most 
popular single feature of the compact and has a few subtle 
advantages that might be overlooked. 

The most elusive quality of the front compartment is that 
when carrying a heavy load, the weight can be divided between 
the front and rear, maintaining the most ideal weight balance. 
This helps tire wear, handling and several other driving traits. 
Another important feature is that the compartment locks with 
a key and is entirely separate from the rest of the car. Valuables 
can be protected without locking up the rest of the wagon. 

The biggest drawback to loading the front, however, is that 
the spare tire is stowed here, as it was on last year’s sedan. 
Although the front is listed by Chevrolet as 10 cubic feet, it 
takes a lot of shuffling around of the load to get anywhere near 
that amount of ordinary luggage loaded. 

The rear cargo compartment is short from door to second 
seat back and is uncommonly high from the ground. This makes 
loading more difficult if the cargo must be lifted from the 
ground. This cargo compartment can be improved somewhat 
by folding the second seat back forward as on the sedan. A 
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flat board drops into place between the seat back and the rear 
cargo area and tightly locks the second seat down. This secondary 
cargo area is not level with the back. To gain more space, the 
second seat (literally a floor for cargo purposes) is about eight 
inches lower. This makes more total space and some higher 
items can be hauled that couldn’t be before. 

The tailgate is a counterbalanced lift type and opens wide 
enough so that large parcels can be carried. It does not lock up, 
and in the event that long items which extend out the back are 
carried, it must be tied down. The rear window is fixed and will 
not roll down, a disadvantage in hot weather. 

Access to the engine is good as far as normal maintenance 
operations, such as checking the oil, etc., are concerned. If 
extensive repairs are needed on a trip, such as changing the 
vee-belt, the entire load must be removed from the rear cargo 
area to lift the floor. /MT 


LTHOUGH THERE ARE many external styling differences, the 

engineering features throughout Dodge’s Lancer and Ply- 
mouth’s Valiant are shared in all their models. The same is true 
of the station wagon series, and the similarities extend to overall 
design of the cargo compartment. 

Both lines are powered by the 170-cubic-inch Slant Six, and 
both offer as an optional engine the 225-cubic-inch version. 
The bigger engine, rated at 140 hp, is even more significant 
to the station wagon, where power becomes more important as 
the weight of the cargo increases. Moreover, two separate four- 
barrel carburetor options are available for the 225, which 
increase the power to nearly 200 hp. All of these engine 
options have been tested by MOTOR TREND and a reasonably 
accurate assessment can be made. With the 225, performance 
is going to be above average for the compact class, and with 
the four-barrel option it will equal many standard-sized wagons. 
The smaller engine will fall into the average economy bracket 
for the compact class, while the bigger engines with power 
options will drop considerably in mpg figures. 

The station wagon series has one engineering change, and 
it is quite important. In the rear suspension there is an addi- 
tional leaf spring. This stiffens the ride some but also gives the 

continued on page 60 
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PONTIAC TEMPEST 
RAMBLER AMERICAN 
LARK SIX 
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wagon greater potential in carrying heavy loads. Both Lancer and 
Valiant score high for handling, and with the stiffer springing 
the station wagons rank with the best handling cars in the 
compact class. 

The Lancer-Valiant cargo compartment is about average for 
the compact wagons. None of the individual measurements are 
exceptional, and a few are less generous than most compact 
wagons. However, the cargo area is well laid out and for 
practical purposes the same amount of cargo can be carried 
that can be loaded into any other compact. 

To convert the cargo compartment into maximum loading 
area, the second seat folds over its bench. A folding piece of 
metal drops into place, locking the seat back here and making 
a fairly flat cargo floor. 

The spare tire is stored underneath the cargo floor and is 
covered by a metal door. This area has space for a few small 
items which can be concealed, but not locked from outsiders 
in the event the back window is down. A little-known option 
for the Valiant is a third seat. This consists of two cushions 
and a split lid for the spare tire compartment. The lid folds 
into a seat back and bench and the cushions become the actual 
third seat. In the event that the third seat option is installed on 
a Car, Captive-air tires replace the regular ones, and the spare is 
done away with entirely. Strangely enough, this option was 
announced for Lancer at the start of the model year, although 
it is not presently available through dealers. 

The rear opening is a drop leaf with a sliding window 
operated electrically. Items too long for the bed can be hauled 
with the gate down, which adds about two feet to the cargo 
floor, or since the window rolls down completely, they can be 
extended out the window and supported on the tailgate. /MT 





. Spe panic LARK station wagon is available with a wide choice 
of power teams. There are several axle ratios and two 
engines, a Six and a V-8. On the basis of MOTOR TREND’s 
earlier tests of all the available engines, the V-8 seems to be 
the wisest choice for the station wagon. Performance is con- 
siderably improved, and the mpg figure is almost the equal 
of the Six. 

There are few engineering changes made especially for the 
station wagon, but one of these, an extra leaf in the rear 
springs, makes a marked improvement in handling. The ride 
of the wagon driven for this report was firmer, but cornering 
and overall stability are better at all speeds. Of course, the extra 
leaf means that heavier loads can be carried with less chance 
of damage to the suspension —a big advantage in a station 
wagon. 

The Lark’s cargo compartment is the best of the compacts 
in two respects: it is the widest, 58 inches, and the highest, 35 
inches. And although its minimum length (taken with the 
second seat up) is not too impressive when compared mathe- 
matically, the Lark wagon has ample room for four passengers 
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and the normal luggage they would need on an ordinary week- 
end trip. But most important, due to the extra width and height, 
it is easier to load regular suitcases or parcels without juggling 
them around. 

One peculiarity of the Lark station wagon makes carrying 
some long items a little difficult. The second seat bench tumbles 
forward, but instead of rolling all the way over, it stands 
vertically and the seat back butts up flush with it, making a 
T-shaped extension of the cargo floor. This, in effect, shortens 
the cargo floor by about eight inches. Of course, some items 
can be toted by laying them on top of the seat bench and 
angling them to the floor. One advantage of the Lark wagon, 
when longer cargo is to be moved, is the optional front reclining 
seat. This can be dropped back a few notches, permitting cargo 
nearly two feet longer than the bed to be carried with the 
tailgate closed. 

The Lark station wagon has a lift-up window and a drop-leaf 
tailgate in the rear. The window has a sturdy metal frame and a 
good lock that securely holds it in up position while the wagon 
is in motion. , /M1 





T 100 INCHES WHEELBASE and 173 inches overall length, the 

Rambler American station wagon is the smallest compact 
wagon made in this country. Despite the limitations of measure- 
ments, the American’s designers have come up with an overall 
station wagon design that scores high in practicality and utility 
purposes if not in total volume of cargo capacity. 

The American has two engines, both Sixes and both tested 
extensively by MOTOR TREND in sedans and again in the 
American wagon driven for this report. For all practical 
purposes, the new 125-hp ohv Six seems to be the better choice 
for the station wagon. With this powerplant the performance is 
improved considerably, and fuel economy is relatively equivalent. 
Americans have been consistently among the top contenders for 
economy records, and the station wagon is just a shade under 
the sedan in mpg. 

The cargo volume index shown in the table with this article 
is a little misleading as to the actual amount of cargo the 
American can carry. In the regular cargo compartment there is 
room enough for ordinary purposes and space enough to store 
luggage for an average weekend trip with the family. The 
smallness of the wagon makes it ideal for marketing, errands 
and light deliveries. 

To offset the small cargo compartment, the American has, as 
standard equipment and at no extra cost, a roof-top luggage 
carrier with tie-downs. This area will more than double the 
American’s cargo capacity and gives it even better hauling 
abilities than many wagons without the luggage rack. 

To convert to maximum cargo capacity, the American’s 
second seat folds over on the bench. On the wagon driven for 
this report there was no method provided for tieing the seat 
back down securely. This tends to create an uneven floor, 

continued on page 62 
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Front seat folding arrange- 
ment varies widely on all 
lines; Falcon-Comet 

layout, right, is excellent 
both for locking and making 
a level cargo floor. 


Cargo floors also differ 
throughout compacts. Amer- 
ican’s, for instance, does 

not lock down and is 

slightly irregular, F-85, 
extreme right, shows one 
disadvantage of full-height 
tailgate in close quarters. 





Picking a compact station 
wagon is largely a matter 
of choosing carefully a 
wagon which has the fea- 
tures that serve the indi- 
vidual’s purposes best. 
Long items can be a prob- 
lem on the BOP line, since 
the tailgate must be com- 
pletely up or tied down. 



















Another important char- 
acteristic of all compact 
wagons is their individual 
features, like the 
Falcon-Comet spare tire 
storage, far left, and 

the Corvair’s front 
storage compartment. 
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although it is not a serious problem when loading the wagon 
to capacity. The cargo floor stops at the forward edge of the 
second seat bench, and there is about eight inches of gap 
created by the space for passengers’ legs. Although it is possible 
that some items could be loaded here, it is still inconvenient 
and some space that could ordinarily be used for cargo is lost. 

The cargo floor covering is a fabric mat and snaps down in 
several places to keep it firmly in place. The floor underneath 
is painted. This system is an advantage if some material, such 
as ashes or sand, were to be hauled, since the mat can be removed 
quickly and later be replaced. 

The rear opening is a drop-leaf, swing-up window. The 
window has a sturdy frame around it for protection, and will 
lock firmly in its up position for extra ventilation or hauling 
long items. The position of the window, in relation to the rear- 
view mirror is poor, however, and severely limits the driver's 
vision to the back. /mt 


FALCON & COMET 


- ~~ 


N THEIR SEDAN VERSIONS, Ford’s Falcon and Mercury’s Comet 
have reasonably different personalities. Station wagons, how- 
ever, are a different breed, and the two lines are quite similar. 
Power teams, suspension, general layout and nearly all funda- 
mental engineering details are identical or very nearly so. The 
major differences are exterior sheet metal and a few interior 
design details. 

Both wagons are powered by either a 144-cubic-inch Six or 
the new 170-cubic-inch modification. The smaller engine has 
a single-throat carburetor, 8.7-to-1 compression ratio and turns 
out 85 hp at 4200 rpm. The 170 has identical specs except that 
it turns out 101 hp at 4400 rpm. Axle ratios are 3.50-to-1 for 
both engines, with a 4.00 available for the 144-cubic-inch 
powerplant and no RPO listed for the 170. With any of these 
power teams neither wagon is going to be an outstanding per- 
former. On the other hand, economy should be a compensating 
factor, and even with a moderate load the average should be 
over 20 mpg for normal driving. 

The Comet wagon has a shorter wheelbase than its sedan’s 
114-inch measurement. Both it and the Falcon are identical 
at 109.5 inches. In overall length the Falcon is about eight 
inches longer than its sedan, while the Comet is three inches 
shorter than its sedan. 

But outside measurements have little to do with the basic 
purpose of a station wagon, and the most important question 
is how good is overall design. In this category both the Falcon 
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From top: Corvair tailgate 
swings up with fixed window; 
BOP, same gate but three 
window styles; Lark, also Amer- 
ican, have tailgate and 
transom; Falcon, Comet window 
rolls into tailgate. 























and Comet score high; in fact, no other compact wagon can 
quite equal them for practical or utilitarian purposes. Actually, 
the cargo compartment and passenger compartment measure- 
ments are only slightly above average for the compact class, 
however, they do show that a lot of horse sense has been used 
in arriving at an overall design. 

The spare tire placement is one of the best solutions found 
on any domestic wagon, regardless of size. The spare is inside 
the wagon but not underneath the cargo compartment. It is 
stored vertically along the right-hand side and directly behind 
the wheel well. A cover matching the interior hides the tire 
from view. In this position the spare takes up relatively little 
cargo capacity and can be removed for emergencies without 
unloading a lot of cargo. Strangely, neither Falcon nor Comet 
designers have followed up their advantage with a concealed 
and lockable compartment beneath the cargo floor. Such an 
arrangement would be an extra value for the individual who 
likes to travel with the rear window down in summer months. 

The tailgate is a drop-leaf arrangement with a roll-down 
window locked from the outside (an electric window is optional). 
The tailgate is braced on either side with heavy bar iron that 
folds out of the way when the gate is closed. 

The cargo compartment is Spartan in its finish, and the floor 
is covered with a rubber mat. Since the mat is glued down, 
it never slides around during loading, but is more difficult to 
replace when it becomes worn. 

To convert the cargo compartment to maximum capacity is 
a simple operation. The bench of the second seat tumbles for- 
ward and a metal bar braces it from touching the floor. Then 
the seat back folds forward into the space between the seat 
bench and cargo floor. 

One distinct advantage in the two-door models is not quite 
equalled by any other compact wagon. The doors are extra 
wide, and although they may be a nuisance when parked near 
another car, if they can be opened all the way, loading is much 
simpler and easier through the front than on most compact 
wagons. /MtT 


BUICK SPECIAL 
OLDS F-85 
PONTIAC & TEMPEST 


N MANY MINDS Buick’s Special, Oldsmobile’s F-85 and Pontiac’s 

Tempest have been classified together in a single category 
called the BOP compacts. Generally speaking, this isn’t quite 
fair, for the three cars’ engineering principles are quite different, 
and each car performs and handles in a manner all its own. 
But when discussing the overall design of the station wagon 
series the term BOP fits well. The body shell of the GM com- 
pacts is based on the Corvair, and this is the bond that ties the 
Special, F-85 and Tempest station wagons into a closely knit 



















group. In fact, nearly every inside dimension of the three is 
identical — those measurements which are not the same are 
listed separately in the box accompanying this article. 

Engine and power train options are too varied to be listed 
here, but a quick check of the specification table in this issue 
will show that all have a V-8, and the Tempest several four- 
cylinder engines. The only important change in the specifica- 
tions is that the Tempest has a minimum axle ratio for the 
station wagon series, 3.31 with a manual transmission and 
3.55 with an automatic. 

The overall design of the BOP cargo compartment is good — 
one of the best in the compact class. The wagons have a long 
bed, which extends almost to the front seat back. To convert the 
floor to maximum capacity, the second seat folds forward and 
is held in place by a hinged floor plate so there is no gap in 
the floor. The spare tire is stowed underneath the cargo floor 
in the rear. This is an extra-roomy compartment, and the tire 
takes up only a little more than half the area. A lot of gear can 
be stored here, where it will be out of sight but not protected 
by a separate lock. 

The rear opening has caused a lot of comment, some of it 
deserved and some not. It is the widest opening of any compact 
wagon and if it is placed just right, a four-by-eight-foot piece 
of plywood could be loaded without turning it diagonally. The 
cargo bed, however, would not accommodate this large a piece 
of wood and it would have to be supported on the wheel wells. 
An eight-foot piece of lumber would also extend out the back, 
and the tailgate would have to be left open. 7 

The BOP tailgate is a single piece, counterbalanced, swing-up 
design and has an electrically controlled roll-down window. 
Ordinarily long pieces of lumber, or a ladder, could be carried 
by letting them extend out through the window. However, the 
BOP rear window does not roll all the way down into the 
tailgate. This means if the long item is very heavy, it might break 
the window. 

Loading cargo is relatively easy, since the tailgate swings 
quite high and at an angle so that even the tallest person can 
get near the cargo floor. There might be some difficulty for 
short persons to reach the gate since the gate comes down 
easily and can be lowered by grasping it near the hinge. 

The mid-model-year changes in the Buick and Oldsmobile 
lines were the introduction of third seat body styles. When 
the third seat is installed the spare tire is stored vertically along- 
side the right side. As yet, Pontiac has not announced a third 
seat option for the Tempest wagon. /MT 
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Answering the big 
questions raised by 
the results of the 
Mobilgas Economy Run 


HE BEST GAS MILEAGE FIGURE of the 1961 

Mobilgas Economy Run was the 32.68 
mpg set by a Ford Falcon. While it is nice 
to know that a Falcon can get that many 
miles out of a gallon of gasoline, such re- 
sults create as much general skepticism 
about the validity of the Run itself as they 
inspire confidence in the Falcon as an 
economical car. 

Unfortunately, the same unrealistic re- 
sults exist with every other car in all the 
classes of the Run. A good example is the 
low-price class for cars of standard size 
with V-8 engines. This is the group that 
includes the popular Fords and Chevro- 
lets, etc. The average for the entire class 

















Compacts — 


Manual Transmission 


32.68 Ford Falcon 
31.61 Ford Falcon 
30.79 Corvair 

28.64 Comet 

27.83 Comet 

26.67 Lark Deluxe Six 
25.46 Oldsmobile F-85 
25.32 Oldsmobile F-85 
25.23 Tempest Four 
24.73 Tempest Four 
24.70 Buick Special 
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HOW MUCH ECONOMY RUN 





EGOMOMNCY 


BY DON WERNER 


ran better than 20 mpg. Any ordinary 
driver of one of these cars who claimed 
that kind of gas mileage would be laughed 
off the street. 

And so on down the list. The medium- 
price class averaged about 19 mpg. The 
big heavyweights, the Lincoln, Cadillac 
and Imperial, in the high-price class 
finished with close to 17 mpg average. 

In view of all this, it is obvious that 
the Economy Run results are too good to 
be accepted by the public at large as a 
guide to the fuel economy capabilities of 
the cars involved. 

Yet the Economy Run does have a very 
worthwhile purpose. And there is no ques- 
tion about the integrity of the event. 
Mobilgas, the sponsor, and the United 
States Auto Club, the supervising organi- 
zation, draft exceedingly strict rules and 
apply them relentlessly and_ ruthlessly. 
They are determined to make the Econ- 
omy Run a true and accurate test. 

And therein probably lies the key to the 
dilemma. The Economy Run is not only 
a test, but even more so, it is a con-test. 

In a test of machines, the operators of 
the machines must regulate their own 


Compacts — 


Automatic Transmission 


29.35 Corvair Monza 
29.32 Corvair Monza 
27.44 Tempest Four 
26.34 Ford Falcon 
26.19 Ford Falcon 
26.13 Valiant 

26.06 Comet 

25.82 Comet 

25.81 Tempest Four 
25.08 Valiant 

24.80 Dodge Lancer 
24.79 Dodge Lancer 
23.68 Lark Deluxe 


efforts to arrive at impartial results. In a 
contest, those who operate or drive the 
machines are motivated by the desire to 
win. So then the factors of human skill 
and clever strategy become important. The 
Economy Run drivers, therefore, drive in 
such a manner as to extract the best pos- 
sible gasoline mileage from their cars. This 
is natural — but it does contribute heav- 
ily to the unrealistic results. 

The cars in the Run are absolutely stock, 
in every sense of the word. The rules are 
very specific on this point and they are 
scrupulously applied. The average speeds 
required are not fast, but fast enough to 
compare reasonably well with the pace of 
a cautious driver. In these respects, the 
management of the Economy Run is most 
successful and the final mpg averages are 
kept from truly fantastic levels. 

Cases of flagrant cheating by compet- 
itors are quite rare. Minor circumventions 
of the rules are probably common — and 
may influence positions within classes to 
some degree — but the total effect on mpg 
figures is relatively negligible. 

There was one known instance in the 
1961 Economy Run in which a competitor 


SB Economy Rum a oe 


Compact V-8’s — 
Automatic Transmission 
25.09 Buick Special 
*24.67 Buick Special 
24.07 Tempest 
23.94 Tempest 
23.20 Oldsmobile F-85 
23.05 Lark Deluxe 
22.63 Oldsmobile F-85 


* — Driven by Senior Editor Barney 
Navarro of Motor Trend 























Standard Sixes — 





Automatic Transmission 


23.15 
23.01 
22.56 
22.33 
22.26 
22.23 
22.17 
22.09 
21.84 
21.61 


Plymouth Savoy 
Dart Seneca 
Mercury Meteor 
Chevrolet Biscayne 
Mercury Meteor 
Dart Seneca 
Plymouth Savoy 
Ford Fairlane 
Chevrolet Biscayne 
Ford Fairlane 


\ 


MT Senior Editor Bob Ames checks the detailed markings 
on one of the long strip maps used by a competitor 
who obviously had prior information of the Run’s reute. 


Low-Price V-8’s — 


21.33 
21.21 
21.16 
21.07 
20.97 
20.87’ 
20.85 
20.83 
20.36 
20.31 
19.85 





Automatic Transmission 


Ford Fairlane 
Plymouth Savoy 
Ford Fairlane 
Chevrolet Bel Air 
Mercury Meteor 
Chevrolet Bel Air 
Mercury Meteor 
Pontiac Catalina 
Pontiac Catalina 
Dodge Dart 
Plymouth Savoy 







apparently obtained prior information on 
the precise route and thereby was able to 
chart in advance helpful data on climbing 
grades and time traffic lights to avoid gas- 
wasting stops. This information was re- 
corded on long strip maps (see photo), 
which subsequently came to the attention 
of MOTOR TREND and a sample was then 
turned over to USAC officials. 

A further factor to consider for the ef- 
fect it has in the final results is the official 
time charts provided each competitor by 
USAC, along with the map of the route 
for one day (see photo). These charts, 
made available only a few hours prior to 
departure, consist of an exceedingly de- 
tailed list of driving times from point to 
point along the route. There is precise 
timing, in minutes and seconds, of the 
exact elapsed driving time between major 
intersections, populated areas and various 
landmarks. 

The idea is to indicate the speeds neces- 
sary to maintain in order to arrive at the 
overnight stop in the time alotted without 
penalty. It requires the drivers to hold 
faster and consequently less economical 
speeds. 

Such assistance to the driver obviously 
is vastly different from the situation of 
the ordinary motorist who generally also 
has a fixed destination but lacks this bene- 
fit of point-to-point timing. The purpose 
of the Economy Run would be better 
served if competitors were provided with 
common Mobilgas road maps, instructions 
to drive to a certain destination in a given 
number of hours via specific highway 
routes. Simple check points along the way, 
together with the customary official ob- 
continued 




















Medium Price — 


Automatic Transmission 


19.99 Chrysler Newport 
19.60 Pontiac Star Chief 
19.58 Pontiac Star Chief 
19.39 Chrysler Windsor 
18.80 Buick Le Sabre 
18.61 Oldsmobile 88 
18.45 Oldsmobile 88 
18.43 Mercury Monterey 


High Price — Automatic Transmission 


18.92 Cadillac 
18.73 Imperial 
17.23 Lincoln Continental 


16.66 Lincoln Continental 
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continued 


ECONOMY RUN 


servers in the car, would insure no short 
cuts were taken or other evasions of the 
rules. 

Such a system presumably would also 
reduce the opportunity for competitors to 








































obtain in advance the run route for study 
and even practice. 

Despite the foregoing variables that in- 
fluence the results of the Economy Run, 
it still is possible to interpret those results 
in such a way as to arrive at reasonably 
valid conclusions regarding the fuel econ- 
omy capabilities of the cars. 


5s eo be Sa) 


<< 
ay SEEM 


In the April issue of MOTOR TREND, 
on the subject of the Mobilgas Economy 
Run, it was pointed out that the mileage 
figures of the various classes could be dis- 
counted by a simple rule of thumb and 
realistic figures arrived at that could be 
accepted as meaningful by the average car 
buyer. 

The discounting of the results varies 
from class to class. In the case of the 
more powerful cars with V-8 engines, the 
difference between the Economy Run re- 
sults and the discounting, for instance, in 
the case of the powerful V-8 cars is greater 
than in the lower-powered compacts. The 
reason is that the big V-8’s have a power 
reserve generally used by the average 
driver, which reduces economy. With such 
cars, however, the easy driving habits of 
the Run drivers rarely calls this power 
reserve into action. The compacts, on the 
other hand, have such inbuilt economy 
(actually the absence of a high-perform- 
ance power reserve) that they cannot be 
abused by heavy-footed driving of ordi- 
nary motorists. And the careful driving in 
the Economy Run does not make the dif- 
ference as great as the big-engined cars. 

In judging the 1961 Economy Run re- 
sults, therefore, it was recommended in 


USAC provided entrants with 
official time charts and maps of Run 
(left). Some feel that event would 
be even fairer without these. 


LEFT AT THE STARTING LINE, THE RAMBLER AMERICANS AND THEIR CREWS SHOW SORRY RESULTS OF RULES DISPUTE. 
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MOTOR TREND, that by deducting a fixed 
number of miles-per-gallon from the final 


mpg figures, the public could arrive at Stewart-Warner Electric Tachometers 

averages typical of the kind experienced 

ip sara Singers mare or | ON GIVE YOU BETTER 
gf ENGINE PROTECTION! 


compact class results, from four to five 
mpg from the standard-size cars with six- 


cylinder engines, and about five to seven ~ ka 
mpg be subtracted from the big V-8 . 
averages. 





This rule still is good. Now that the 
Run has been completed and the formula 
is applied, in round figures, we find that 
the overall average of the compact class- 
manual transmissions of 27 mpg would 
be reduced to 24 mpg. The compacts with 
automatic transmissions drop from the 
Economy Run average of 25 mpg to 22. 
And the realistic average for the standard- 
size cars with six-cylinder engines would 
be 18 mpg, arrived at by discounting four 
mpg from the Economy Run class average 
of 22 mpg. 

Extending this same procedure to the 
big V-8’s reduces the low-price class from 
20 mpg to 13-15 mpg; the medium class 
from 19 mpg to 12-14; and the high-price 
class from 17 to 10-12 mpg. 

Based on the extensive experience of 
MOTOR TREND road testing, those aver- 
ages in my judgment generally approxi- 
mate what the ordinary motorist can expect 
to obtain with cars in those classes. 

There are answers to other universal 
questions regarding fuel economy in the 
Run results. The answers are not new or 
revolutionary, but they further reaffirm 
data reported regularly in MOTOR TREND, 
particularly in road test reports. 

One of these is the difference in mpg 
between manual and automatic transmis- 
sions in cars otherwise identical. The 1961 
Run was the first since 1954 in which cars 
with manual transmissions were permitted 
to compete. So there is this year an inter- 
esting bit of evidence that can be deduced 


~ Whatever kind of car you drive—compact, sports 
car or even the family car —a Stewart-Warner 
“100” Series Electric Tachometer will help you 
achieve the engine protection and performance 
you should have for safe, economical driving. 
The precision-engineered Stewart-Warner “100” 
Series Tachometers give accurate, flutter-free 
readings at every speed. Available for all distrib- 
utor ignition engines of 4, 6 or 8 cylinders; 
6 and 12 volt systems; and with dials to 
5,000, 6,000 or 8,000 rpm. For top-of-dash, 
through-dash or steering-post mounting. 










Dept. AL-61, 1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Ill. 





performance 
in minutes! 


Now you can quickly find ignition defects ... while the engine is oper- 
ating and without removing engine or ignition parts... with the new 
Heathkit Ignition System Analyzer! Indicates shorted plugs, defective 





from a comparison between the two com- s : ; : : 
pact car classes. It indicates the gasoline points, incorrect dwell time, coil and condenser problems, etc. View 
penalty for driving with an automatic primary, secondary, parade or superimposed patterns without lead 

J 8 se ie cg: switching! Choose an easy-to-assemble kit or factory-assembled model. 
gearshift of two mpg. This, in my opinior, Kit 10-20, $89.95; Assembled IOW-20, $169.95. Ask for free catalog. 


is a little too close and the average motor- 
ist would probably suffer a slightly greater 
loss, more like a reduction of at least three, ae 
and possibly four, mpg. xo 


HEATH COMPANY, Benton Harbor 27, Michigan . 

















Another comparison of broad interest 
to car buyers is the one that can be drawn 
between cars equipped with six-cylinder 
and V-8 engines. The class average for 
the standard-size Sixes was 22 mpg, while 
the same makes of cars (Ford, Chevrolet, 
Plymouth, etc.) with V-8’s was close to 
20 mpg. 

The difference appears to be a relatively 
insignificant two mpg. Yet, as pointed out 
previously, the extra power of the V-8’s, 
which is generally called upon in ordinary 
driving, widens the gap between the Vee’s 
and the inlines. So a true difference would 
be at least three mpg and in most cases 
range.up to four or five mpg. /MT 


Y at your service 
.». THE COMPLETE 
BOOK OF HOT RODDING 


OVER 200 PAGES JAMMED WITH HOW, WHAT AND WHYS OF HOT RODDING ... 
THE MOST EXCITING ROD MATERIAL EVER COMPILED IN ONE GREAT VOLUME! 
Use it as a master reference to provide you with scores of ideas you can use. 
See this great book for the latest information on: « Tackling the World’s Engines 
« The True Facts About Horsepower « More Horsepower From Your Engine « Valves 
In Your Engine « The Latest in Engine Carburetion . Your Engine’s Electrical 
System . Engine Balancing « Facts On Higher Compression « Fuel Injection e« 
Engine Swapping For More Power « Choosing The Right Transmission . Building 
Your Own Hot Rod . ABC’s of Trouble Shooting .« Racing Tire Problems « Super- 
charging for Performance . plus a thorough alphabetical index & special glossary 
of all basic technical terms. Write today, enclosing $5.95 for THE COMPLETE 
BOOK OF HOT RODDING (Postpaid) to PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO., 5959 
Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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craftsmanship makes a 
prestige car out . 
of a sports 
roadster 





cae 


ROAD TEST 





Perhaps no other automotive symbol commands such world-wide respect and adoration 
as the three-pointed Mercedes-Benz star. Down through the years the legendary emblem 
has been carried by cars pioneering greatness and quality, preceded by awesome 
victories wherever any type of automotive event was held’ The star has become 
characteristic of highest quality, superb workmanship, unerringly engineered innova- 
tions, and tasteful though subdued styling. And just as these hallmarks have been 
borne proudly by the cars from Stuttgart since before the turn of the century, so are 
they borne by the ’61 products from this revered manufacturer. 

Though Mercedes-Benz produces many models all the way up to royalty’s limousines, 
a 190-SL roadster was selected for test purposes as this relatively inexpensive model 
is rapidly gaining new heights of prestige and popularity here in the United States. The 
big, expensive, relatively low-production cars turned out by Detroit actually flow in 
such vast quantities that true distinction has become almost non-existent, so some of 
those who revel in automotive discrimination are beginning to turn to the nimble 190’s 
as their personal mark of attainment. 
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A mere first glance at the 190-SL is sufficient to reveal the 
car’s watch-like quality. Doors, deck lid and hood all fit with 
hair-line precision and there is no evidence that chrome trim 
or other adornment required a forceful, haphazard fit. The 
car stands firmly planted on widely spaced wheels giving the 
impression that it is ready to do all that is asked of it without 
a hesitant murmur. 

That the car remains so little changed from the models that 
have preceded it is proof enough that the car is good as is; 
that an annual or seasonal face-lifting is not necessary for the 
public’s accolades. With Mercedes, change isn’t made for the 
sake of change; the product was considered so superb when 
originally designed that to alter it would be akin to losing face. 
As equally important a factor to prospective buyers who must 
look to their personal economics before buying is the car’s 
continually high resale value. 

The 190-SL (SL for super light) is a physically small car by 
U.S. standards, yet entrance is as easy with the top up as down, 


Though the four-cylinder engine has an overhead 
cam and develops a terrific output for its size, 

the overall weight of the car prevents it from being 
a top performer. The instrumentation is extremely 
thorough; whole dash area is well finished. 


Mercedes-Benz 190-SL 
Two-passenger roadster 


115.75 cubic inches 

8.5-to-1 

Dual two-barrel 

120 @ 5800 rpm 

Four-speed manual 

3.9 

19.4 miles per gallon 

0-30 mph in 4.4 seconds, 0-45 mph in 
8.0 seconds and 0-60 mph in 14.2 sec- 
onds 

Indicated 30, 45 and 60 mph are actual 
28.4, 42.8 and 57 mph, respectively 


Indicated 100 miles is actual 99 miles 


20.9 Ibs. per horsepower 
1.03 
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AVOID SKIDDING! 
EISyrMllng AND 





’ BRAKE EQUALIZER 

" je Equalizes brake action 
fluid pressure. _ 

% insures safer, straighter steps; elim- 
inates whee! locki Me on sireaing . 

% Increases brake sane and sedenes 
stopping distance: 

* increases life Pa brake linings and 
tires, reduces costly brake repairs. 

%& Simple to install on ali cars, regular or 
power brakes. 


ONLY $995 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE write for free titerature. 


INSTALL DO-MOR TODAY... IT MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE! 
DO-MOR BRAKE ENGINEERING CO. 





Dept. ({)E:} . P:0. Box 266, Orange 3, Calif 





Loosens Rusted Bolts 


seconds! nuts, screws, ‘‘frozen’’ ports! 


LIQUID 
| WRENCH 


SUPER-PENETRANT 


I, The super-penetrating rust 
} solvent that quickly loosens 
rust and corrosion. 
AT ALL HARDWARE 
AND AUTO STORES 
RADIATOR SPECIALTY COMPANY 


LOTTE, w. C. 








WANT 
» ‘YOU 


TO HAVE 
HONEST NEW 









CATALOG COUPON 
SEND 25¢ TO COVER MAILING AND HAN. 
DLING FOR NEW 1961 MAIL ORDER DISCOUNT 
CATALOG. BETTER THAN EVER. EACH CATA. 
LOG CONTAINS $1.00 FREE CERTIFICATE. 


PEA occ bncccesccccestdcseecarscenceadaaa 
ADDRESS... cccccccccccccccccccccccccsecceces 
CITY. .ccccccccccccccccccccccce BONE... eee 


STATE. sccccccccccvcccccccvcscccetecccecseecs 








HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


Box MT 1904 
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 
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crooked, often hilly roads of Europe 
rather than the expressways and city 
trafic of this country. Steering is insuf- 
ficiently quick to place the 190-SL in the 
true sports car category — though it feels 
quick to one accustomed to domestic auto- 
mobiles — and its four-speed transmission 
ratios require. constant shifting, via the 
floor lever, in heavy American traffic. 

The soft top folds in true do-it-yourself 
fashion and will be somewhat disconcert- 
ing to Americans who for years have per- 
formed this chore by pressing a button; 
but in a top-folding race with a new 
domestic convertible the Mercedes won 
hands down as the top was released, folded 
back, and the boot installed even before 
the automatic counterpart had been low- 
ered to its compartment. 

Though the car, once again, is small 
even by U.S. compact standards, there is an 
amazing amount of luggage space. The 
trunk area is spacious and its depths 
easily accessible, and behind the individual 
seats there is another area for equipment- 
carrying drivers. The roomy glove box is 
augmented by a storage well in each 
door, the top of which serves as an arm- 
rest and door-pull, but the real value of 
this space is questioned through inherent 
dirt-catching characteristics and an un- 
comfortable forearm. 

The 190-SL is placed in the prestige 
category not solely by virtue of its obvious 
of superior craftsmanship; the fit of the quality and soundness of design, but also 
facia to the body, the perfectly fitting by its price tag —over $5,000. Its cost, 
| floor mat, the solid “chunk” of a slammed _ then, together with the apparent loving 
door, the positive engagement of shift care in design and construction, makes one 
lever, clutch and other controls. Why question the non-counterbalanced hood 
\then, one wonders, the placement of the and deck lid, both of which must be sup- 
clock in the glove box lid, where it is sub- ported by rods when more than one- 
| jected to easy damage through repeated handed access under each is required. 
slammings, and the numerous turns re- Mercedes-Benz automobiles are seldom 
quired to raise and lower the door win-  tinkered with by their owners, as evi- 
dows? denced by the winces of specialized 

An observation was made that the car mechanics who break into tears at the 
|was apparently built for the narrow, thought of anyone less than the holder 


MERCEDES-BENZ 190-SL 


and both driver and passenger have ample 
leg-, hip- and headroom. The steering 
wheel; though at first seemingly uncom- 
fortably placed, can be straight-armed, as 
many aficionados like to drive, yet one’s 
legs reach easily and comfortably the 
widely spaced pedals that happily seem 
|intended to accommodate American-sized 
| feet. Fore and aft seat adjustment is 
| termed more than adequate, and drivers 
|will praise the 190’s seating comfort. 

Facing the driver is an impressive and 
business-like array of switches, gauges and 
|knobs more intended, probably, to over- 
|whelm the owners of lesser cars than 
anything else. Several of the controls could 
|be integrated; for example, the key 
switch and starter button which Detroit 
long ago combined but which Stuttgart 
prefers to leave as two. Just a flicker of 
the eyes will tell the driver his speed and 
engine rpm, as these large, twin dials 
occupy preferred dashboard space, but 
one unaccustomed to the car must search 
for other gauges. 

The builder’s attention to smallest de- 
|tails is evident in such things as the dash- 
|top ashtray with its dual lids — the link- 
age and operation not unlike the viewer 
mechanism on a German reflex camera. 
And a white light winks on wheh the 
| choke is pulled. Everywhere is the mark 

















Mercedes’ engineering thoroughness is shown in the structure and running gear 
of the 190-SL. The engine; front springs and steering are all mounted on 
a sub-frame, which absorbs extra road shock and can be removed for servicing. 








6 © me tat tm = A a ee 


— BPP tee 




















































of a master mechanic’s degree — issued 
see in Stuttgart, of course — delving into the RE Leds. ¥-) @ a HARD TO oa 
ws 190’s intricacies. But should the white- 
‘ee gloved owner have to go beneath the & DOUBLE SLIDING SIDE PANELS 
sale hood he will find everything readily NOES eae 
ini, accessible and, if the function or main- 
se tenance of a particular component is 
dic questioned, most are labeled as to use, 
settings, etc., — albeit in German. 
self There is nothing perfect, it is said, so : 
ert- it is natural to assume the 190 will have A/H Sprite thru 61 A. Healey thru 56 A. Healey thru 61 Porsche thru 61 
visas: at least one shortcoming. And it does — mee i 
on: but why it’s available power rather than 
ntti something of a lesser nature is hard to 
aan understand. The car seriously lacks accel- 
ded erative ability, a factor which obviously 
heap are hand-in-hand with relatively few o 
i cubic inches, yet several lesser cars have, ‘ 
~~ over the years, learned to reduce this = A ee available fer all models a 
nall handicap wikiat ©. sorleme increase 10 | A/H Sprite ...... $54.70 Triumph ......... $76.43 Top and sliding side panel units available for the 
an engine displacement. It’s not the engine’s Riceltees ei tame wae SPRITE, MGA, Rill MPH, |MG-TD 3 nd TF. 48 
The —_ hes oe ee ane A. Healey ....... $61.02 MG TD & TF 76.43 Tops not ‘vonsiving side cenit snsiidia. tor the 
ths cubic inches produce 120 hp at 5800 rpm | ™ "OY -------991.02 MG ID & IF ..... ait JAGUAR XK-150, AUSTIN-HEALEY 57-61, ALFA ROMEO, 
lual — but the problem is merely one of WOR. seneeas coe $61.02 ar wee FIAT, THUNDERBIRD, and ali 
—y powering too heavy a car. The SL tag GUARANTEED FIT, and all weather protection. Prompt 
sae implies low weight, but the 190 tips the Protective pemel. CONOR... vsicidsicaesacicsisod $ 8.00 deliveries. 
niche scales just short of 3,000 pounds. Once 
nie the Four is taken above 2250 rpm, SPECIFY MODEL AND YEAR OF CAR when writing for free brochure, on tops or panels. 
at though, the potential of the overhead cam 50% on order — Balance C.O.D. 
shine begins to show itself, and performance Dealers Inquiries Invited 
un- from here up is good. But when asked Write for our new prices and designs for 1961. 
to charge off the line, the car just doesn’t. 
tige At this point one begins to realize that PLASTIC DYNAMICS SALES CORPORATION 
coat the 190-SL is not intended to be a sports Engineers & designers of reinforced plastics 
sleo car in the term’s true sense, but rather 432 E. Weber Ave., Compton 2, California NE 6-4460 
ost, an adequately performing sports/tourer. 
‘ing Nevertheless, Mercedes-Benz has _ re- 
one tained racing memories, for the windshield / 
ood and its supporting posts, which at first | 
up- glance appear integral with the cowl, are | 
ol entirely removable to reduce frontal area. | 
The now-famous, single-joint Mercedes 
liom design points out ngage in spencer of 
4 ent rear suspension, for the unit provides 
tor a comfortable yet firm and ay 7 They Look As if They Came 
stable ride, and cornering is actually fun. ; / 
6 The car goes where it’s steered almost | With The Car! 
totally regardless of road conditions, con- | 
figurations, or the car’s speed. The general | 
chassis layout, with sub-frame construc- | 
tion, the singular rear end, the front sus- | | 
pension and the superior braking system, | | 
all developed through years of M-B racing | | . 
participation, doubtlessly provide the 190- | 
SL with its fine riding qualities and corner- | | 
ng abilities — though delightfully free | Get in step with the automotive style leaders who use | 
of an out-and-out racing car's jarring. All | skirts as standard equipment. Foxcraft Fender Skirts, in- | 
of this points up that Mercedes has capital- | cluding popular budget-priced Cruisers, are designed for | 
ized engineering-wise on its long racing | most cars '53’s thru '61’s, including compacts. Precision, | 
history instead of using the firm’s count- Srey ail original-equipment fit keeps them rattle-free, lets you | 
less victories as product advertisement | m Arter, auto chain install or take off in minutes without tools. No holes to | 
and nothing else. | — drill. By the world’s largest maker of replacement skirts. 
Having anes delves. o Mbscedes 190-51., FOXCRAFT PRODUCTS CORP. « Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 
those who drive for the pure joy of driving 
can happily resign themselves that here is 
a car not for competition — which it IN THE JULY MOTOR TREND 
doesn’t really claim to be — but a car r 
which is profoundly satisfying and, with P 
rd its world-renowned craftsmanship and THE “61 CAR BUYERS GUIDE 
ng. sheer questy,eatmaling i: the ‘Salles TESTS @ OPTIONS e SPECIFICATIONS 
sense of the word. /MT 
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FOR 12 HOURS THE CARS SPRINTED 210 LAPS, 1092 MILES. THEY SET A FANTASTIC RECORD PACE WITH A 91.306-MILES-PER-HOUR AVERAGE. 


ENDURANCE AT A RECORD PACE 


SEBRING 


photo story by Jerry McNamara and Warren Ballard 


DURANCE RACES are usually won by 

those who persevere and can endure — 
a fact that will surprise no one. The 1961 
12 Hours of Endurance at Sebring, Flor- 
ida was, then, typical except that while 
the leading cars did both, they ran like 
they were in a sprint race. The final tally 
pointedly bears this out: The lead car 
drove 210 laps, 1092 miles, at an aver- 
age speed of 91.306 mph, which was 12 
more laps, 50 more miles, and a good 
five mph faster than the track record. 

The winners of this fantastic event were 
Californian Phil Hill and Olivier Gende- 
bien, the ex-Belgian now living in France. 
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Their car was an Italian red Ferrari, the 
car being new, the engine the tried and 
proven V-12. 

In second place was another Californian, 
Richie Ginther, driving with Count Wolf- 
gang Von Tripps, in another factory Fer- 
rari. This car was also a V-12 but was 
taken over from the team of Mairesse/ 
Baghetti in the third hour, when the new 
shoebox-shaped, rear-engined V-6 broke 
a steering component. In third were the 
two young (19 and 21) Mexican prodigies, 
Pedro and Ricardo Rodriguez in a Fer- 
rari Testa Rossa. 

It was the Rodriguez brothers who 


"61 


sparked the whole race by setting a blister- 
ing pace early in the day and keeping it 
up right to the very last second. It was 
only just before the ninth hour that Hill 
and Gendebien were able to take over 
from the leading Rodriguez Ferrari when 
it was pitted for a lengthy period for re- 
pair to the electrical system and replace- 
ment of well-worn brake shoes. With the 
stop dropping them back to third place, 
Ricardo took the car out and drove like 
a boy possessed in an effort to make up 

for lost time. 
Picking up four and five seconds a lap, 
continued on page 74 





















Q@ntinental 


The premium choice when 
top performance is a MUST 


Passenger Car Tires for 
imported and domestic cars 


High Speed Sports Car Tires 
Racing Tires 


A QUALITY product from 
Germany’s leading tire 
manufacturer 


SOLD THE WORLD OVER 











CONT! RUBBER PRODUCTS, INC., 15 William St. CONTINENTAL RUBBER COMPANY 
penirrseer edie oF U.S. A. New York 5, N. ¥. Hanover 2-6156 CANADA 3400 Jean Taton st. w. 
WORLD TRADE CENTER, San Francisco 11, Calif. YUkon 1-1681 Montreal, P.Q. REgent 9-2701 











looking for 

the best?... 
SOON TO BE ON SALE AT ALL NEWSSTANDS... THE NEW 
e* SPOTLITE BOOKS ... AT THE LOW PRICE OF 25c each 


Coming Soon at your Newsstand — 

these ‘‘How to do it’’ Spotlite Books will help deal 
with such categories as: 

e Custom Car Grills e Model Cars e Hot Rod 
Engine Swaps e Custom Car Fenders and Head 
Lights e Custom Car Pickups e Hot Rod Blowers 
e Custom Car Fins and Taillights e Hot Rod Drag- 
ster Pools e Be sure to look for the first series at 
your newsstand soon! 





| 
EB *Published by PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO., 
Publishers of HOT ROD, MOTOR TREND, MOTOR 
LIFE, CAR CRAFT, KART, ROD & CUSTOM, GUNS & 


* AMMO, POWER BOAT, SPORTS CAR GRAPHIC 
BO and 'TEEN MAGAZINES. 
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WORLD’S MOST EXCITING LOWEST PRICED CAR 
Rider Agents Wanted. Send 25¢ for 32-page picture 
book, full details. Or send $1 (refundable first order) 
for this plus Service and Repair Manual and 16 5x7 
photos of car and factory. 








1 Your 4-WHEEL DRIVE with 













does most for you! 


Warn Hubs on 4-wheel drives stop 
front end drag in 2-wheel drive so 
highway miles are fast, easy, quiet. 
They save gears, engine, tire wear 
and gas; give your 4-wheel drive the 
handling 





MAKE 2 TRUCK pep, speed, performance, 
2 s ease of a 2-wheel drive — and you 
OUT OF 1 still have regular 4-wheel drive 
when you want it! Change drive 


Models for all 
i 4 w.ds. te 15 tons 


automatically with Warn Lock-0- 

Matics; manually with Locking Hubs. 

See your dealer soon. 

WARN MFG. CO., INC. 
Riverton Box 6064-F, Seattle 88, Wash. 











ment, toys. 
Make and re- 
pair play- 
ground equip- 
ment, lawn 
chairs, tables, 
ornamental 
iron work, gates, ete. Solder, heat, bend and 
straighten “with terrific heat from. are torch. Cut one weld 
up to 4” steel plate. A million uses for Home, auto, farm. 


| 
/ 
i - , garden equip- 
; | inventors, factories, ete orks from any home 110 volt 
| 
| 


wagons, 


plug-in. Complete with dents welders mask, are torch, 
supply of welding and brazing rods. Solder, flux, and com- 
plete Welding Instruction Book. Attractive — portable — 
efficient 1 yr. guarantee. Wt. 4 Jb 


(cash ) and pay post 


on arrival or send 5 for P. id Delivery. 
Ideal gift for eLenionity minded home owners, 
yorseives, | friends 

oO y for early delivery. Available only from: 


mo) 
giao $1 1. ‘95 mee Cc.C 















| WANTED! 


| Mechanically Inclined 
Men to Qualify for 


| BIG PAY JOBS: 


i) AND SPECIAL FACTORY 
TRAINING IN DIESEL 
‘“‘We need qualified repairmen, operators, 
| mechanics NOW!"’, say Diesel Manufac- 
turers. Highway Builders, Truck Line Op- 
erators in every corner of America. Can 
| you qualify for these High Pay Jobs? We 


and Cummins-approved Diesel home-train- 
ing courses are internationally recognized. 
Advisory placement service for trainees, 
Don’t wait. Men are needed NOW! 


Get the Facts Today! 


| can help you! Interstate’s General Course 
4 
i] 
| 
} 


MIDGET MOTORS CORPORATION + Athens 6, Ohio | 


SEBRING ’61 


at one point he was timed as turning a 
3:20 lap, only eight seconds off the 
course’s lap record set by Stirling Moss. 
But 45 minutes before the end of the race, 
just as Rodriguez was breathing heavily 
on the second place Ginther/Von Tripps 
Ferrari, he overplayed his hand and lost 
more precious time extricating himself 
from the hay bales. 

The finish was as hairy as the rest of 








| fF 
I] | WRITE INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE | 
i} | Dept. A-29, Portland 12, Oregon 

| Rush information on 1|.T.S. Diesel Seieeiac 3 


| Special Factory Training and Diesel Job 


Opportunities. 





| Name. 


| 
| | Address__ 





City_ _Zone____ State 


I 
[| 
| 
| 
aed 





AN RS-60 PORSCHE (FRONT) WAGES A TORRID BATTLE WITH THE NEWMAN-PUBLICKER FERRARI. 




















the day. While Hill and Gendebien had 
a two-lap lead in first, it appeared that 
Rodriguez had made up his lost time and 
was in second, especially after he had 
brutally pushed the Ferrari to its limit to 
get by Ginther leading into the pit 
straight. But a check of the lap charts 
proved that Rodriguez still had almost a 
lap to make up and was forced to settle 

for third. 
As is also typical of races of this: type, 
there were others that shared the Rodri- 
continued on page 76 








THIS MASTEN GREGORY TYPE 63 MASERATI WAS TAKEN OVER BY THE LUCKLESS STIRLING MOSS. 








NOW! YOU CAN OWN VALUABLE LAND 


Just $10 down and $10 per month for choice 
property only 5 minutes drive from down-town 


LAS VEGAS 


VEGAS VIEW — The real estate with skyrocketing value 


$10. cown 


$10.00 per Month 
$795 FULL PRICE 


bdo lage ppd ceapeating Fees 
“eat ssi Aadegr abate av gat m5 


, INC. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
LAND, INC.,130 LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD SOUTH 
DEPT. MT-3, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


JUST | wish to purchase site(s) in VEGAS VIEW and 
have enclosed $10.00 as a deposit on each site. If for any 


2 Y, reason | am not satisfied, | understand that my deposit will 
2 be returned to me immediately if | notify you within 30 
days. Please RUSH brochure and sales contract to me today. 
MILES FROM pos 
DOWNTOWN ADDRESS 


LAS VEGAS Sate 














THE WINNING HILL-GENDEBIEN TRI/61 


guez’ disappointment, not the least of 
whom was Stirling Moss. His day started 
badly and did not improve much as it went 
along. The Moss jinx began when his 
Camoradi Tipo 61 Maserati refused to 
start (for the second year in a row) at the 
beginning of the race. This time it was a 
dead battery, and by the time he was 
away he was a full lap behind the leaders. 
Making up a good five seconds a lap, and 
passing cars with great abandon, Moss 
was able to work the car up to second place 
by noon, when he was relieved by Graham 
Hill. But then Hill was forced out of the 
race by a broken exhaust system. Moss 
then took over Masten Gregorv’s rear- 
engined Tipo 63, which at the time was 
at the lower end of the first 10. Moss was 
in and out of pits almost immediatelv, 
and finally at 1:25 the last Camoradi 
Maserati was permanently retired with 
suspension trouble, which looked more 
like the whole frame had collapsed. Shak- 
ing his head resignedly, Moss left the pits 
and was last seen motoring leisurely 
around the outside of the course in his 
own Car. 

The second of the two rear-engined 
Tipo 63’s entered at Sebring did a bit 
better, but it also did not finish the race. 
One of Briggs Cunningham’s cars, and 
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V-12 FERRARI 
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TAKES A FLAT CORNER 


driven by Walt Hansgen and New Zea- 
land’s Bruce McLaren, this one lasted 
until 4:18, when it too retired, rear-end 
troubles getting the blame. 

The coveted award for Gran Turismo 
cars also went to Ferrari with a Berlinetta 
coupe handily overpowering the favored 
Corvettes. Entered and driven by distaff 
journalist Denise McCluggage, with co- 


THIS HALL-CONSTANTINE V-6 HAD HALF 


IN FRONT OF THE CAUSEY-STEAR TYPE 61 

















MASERATI. 


driver Allen Eager, they moved briskly 
throughout the day, although it was 6:00 
o'clock before the powers-that-be at Se- 
bring belatedly recognized the fact. 

First on Index of Performance went 
this year to the superbly driven RS-61 
Porsche of Bob Holbert and Roger Penske. 
Their win was exceptional, not only be- 
cause it was over. the vaunted factory- 








THE CYLINDERS OF THE WINNING FERRARI. 





























entered cars with such drivers as Bonnier, 
Herman and Barth, but because the little 
car was being pushed by a 1500 cc en- 
gine — as compared to the 1700 cc’s in 
the factory cars. Holbert and Penske had 
wisely depended on the smaller engine’s 
reputation for reliability as well as its 
comparative economy in the gasoline de- 
partment. /MT 








| MARTIN CUSTOM TIRE 


9 THE FINEST CUSTOM TIRE OF ALL-TIME 


Lohockohoakac 1 






Ke 





Since 1910. 


The Martin Custom Tire is so far advanced 
in strength, safety, performance and riding, 
luxury that it cannot be compared with any 
other tire in all motoring history. 











The Martin Custom Tire has been 
the choice of luxury and classic 
car owners for a half century. 


% MARTIN WHITEWALL TIRES FOR 
2 ANTIQUE & CLASSIC CARS 
<< THE ULTIMATE IN ELEGANT STYLING ‘ 






4 
2CAIC 


DIRECT SHIPMENTS THE WORLD OVER 


WRITE OR PHONE DEPT. Z FOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES 











é | : 14 650-17 650-18 650-19 
<4 600-16 700-16 75517 700-18 700-19 
<4 650-16 750-16 750.47 750-18 700-21 
2 also in all popular 14 & 15 inch sizes 
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QJ 
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2 

<4 
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{| ALSO AVAILABLE AT DISCOUNT PRICES: 
<2 


SIZES 450-21, 475-19, 525-18, 550-17, ETC., 


a SS Sh a Sa Se SSS ad St Sd Sad Sad ad Sd Sl ab 


AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS 


The Only Concoxn of ths Hind in America 


GUAT) 








Wexlds Largest Dislocbulors of: all Famous Brands 


666-11th AVENUE © NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
COlumbus 5-1100 


BLACK OR WHITEWALL. ADDRESS INQUIRY DEPT. Z 




















“If I’ve told you once, I’ve told you fifteen times, Dorothy 
...gin in the decanter. Mac’s No. 18* in the radiator. Now 


repeat after me...” 


*Smart people know Mac’s No. 13 is the best rust inhibitor 


for car radiators. It keeps the 


cooling system running clear 


for a whole year. You can get Mac’s No. 13 at just about any 


service station. 














CREW MEMBER SIGNALS VITAL INFORMATION. 


_ real LLVE 
in the rear window of your car 
on your bar! 


JOIN THE WEST COAST CRAZE! 
SENID$)]| OO 
To Dept. M Ae 257 Fox) 


HANDELING 


HULA PO.BOX 843 
HOLLYWOOD 26, CALIF. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

















ADJUSTABLE SHOCK ABSORBERS 
20,000 MILE GUARANTEE 


© Every KONI is performance tested 
© Adjusts up to deuble damping 

© Double acting, bump and rebound 
© Specially designed for each car 

© Fit domestic and foreign cars 

© Standard on Porsche, Ferrari 

¢ Increased comfort & safety 


For details, list of dealers, write: 


KENSINGTON PRODUCTS CORP. 


Dept. MT, 240 West 60th Street 
New York 23, Phone JUdson 2-9343 


Full line of garage lifts available. 
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1961 BODY & CHASSIS DIMENSIONS 
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BIG CARS ~ = — an o o <= = o 
BUICK Le Sabre (standard) V-8 250 @ 4400 2400 13 x 1 2-bbl. ore 
Le Sabre (optional) V-8 235 @ 4400 375 2400 13 x 1 2-bbi. oo. 
Le Sabre (optional) \-8 300 @ 4400 405 2800 13 x 25 1 4-bbi. oe 
invicta, Electra, Electra 225 = v-8 325 @ 4400 445 @ 2800 1 4-bbi. --- 
CADILLAC 60, 62 & 75 V-8 325 @ 4800 430 @ 3100 1 4-bbi. -- 3.21, 3.77 
CHEVROLET Six 6 135 @ 4000 217 @ 2000 8.25 1 1-bb! 3.36 3.55, 3.70 
170 V-8 170 @ 4200 275 @ 2200 8.5 1 2-bb! 3.36 3.70 
230 V-8 230 @ 4800 300 @ 3000 3.87 x 9.5 1 4-bbi. 3.36 3.70 
250 V-8 250 @ 4400 355 @ 2800 4.12 x 3.25 9.5 1 4-bbi. 3.36 3.08 
280 V-8 280 @ 4800 355 3200 4.12 x 3.25 9.5 3 2-bbi. 3.36 ose 
305 V-8 305 @ 5200 355 3400 4.12 x 3.25 9.5 1 4-bbi. 3.36 eee 
340 V-8 340 5800 362 @ 3600 4.12 x 3.25 11.25 1 4-bbi. 3.70 ee 
350 V-8 350 6000 364 3600 4.12 x 3.25 11.25 3 2-bbi. 3.70 o-e 
360 V-8 360 @ 5800 409 @ 3600 4.31 x 3.50 11.25 1 4-bbi. 3.36 3.70, 4.11, 4. 
CHEVROLET CORVETTE 230 V-8 230 @ 4800 300 @ 3000 3.87 x 3.00 9.5 1 4-bbi. 3.36 3.70, 4.11, 4. 
245 V-8 245 @ 5000 300 @ 3800 3.87 x 3.00 9.5 2 4-bbi. 3.36 3.70, 4.11, 4. 
270 V-8 270 @ 6000 285 @ 4200 3.87 x 3.00 9.5 2 4-bbi. 3.36 3.70, 4.11, 4. 
275 V-8 275 @ 5200 305 4400 3.87 x 3.00 11.0 F.l. . 3.70, 4.11, 4. 
315 V-8 315 @ 6200 295 @ 5100 3.87 x 3.00 11.0 F.1. 3.70, 4.11, 4. 
CHRYSLER Newport V-8 265 @ 4400 380 @ 2400 4.12 x 3.38 9.0 1 2-bbi. eee 
Windsor V-8 305 @ 4600 410 @ 2400 4.25 x 3.38 10.0 1 2-bbi. eee 
New Yorker V-8 350 @ 4600 470 @ 2800 4.18 x 3.75 10.1 1 4-bbi. oe 
300-6 V-8 375 @ 5000 495 @ 2800 4.18 x 3.75 10.1 2 4-bbi. --- 
DODGE Polara V-8 V-8 265 @ 4400 380 @ 2400 4.12 x 3.38 9.0 1 2-bbi. 3.23 
D-500 V-8 325 @ 4600 425 @ 2800 4.25 x 3.38 10.0 1 4-bbi. o°- 
D-500 w/Ram Induction V-8 330 @ 4800 460 @ 2800 4.25 x 3.38 10.0 2 4-bbi. o-- 
DODGE DART Six 6 145 4000 215 @ 2800 3.40 x 4.125 8.2 1 1-bbi. R 3.58 
v-8 V-8 230 4400 340 @ 2400 3.91 x 3.31 9.0 1 2-bbi. “ 3.31 
V-8 Power Pack V-8 260 4400 345 @ 2800 3.91 x 3.31 9.0 1 4-bbi. ° eee 
0-500 ~=~V-8 305 4800 395 @ 3000 4.12 x 3.38 9.0 1 4-bbi. 3.31 eee 
Police Special V-8 325 @ 4600 425 @ 2800 4.25 x 3.38 10.0 1 4-bbl. 3.23 wee 
D-500 w/Ram Induction V-8 330 @ 4800 460 2800 4.25 x 3.38 10.0 2 4-bbi. 3.23 eee 
FORD Six 6 135 @ 4000 200 @ 2000 3.62 x 3.60 8.4 1 1-bbi. 3.56 3.89 
292 V-8 175 @ 4200 279 2200 3.75 x 3.30 8.8 1 2-bbi. 3.00 3.89 
352 V-8 220 @ 4400 336 @ 2400 4.00 x 3.50 8.9 1 2-bbi. 3.00 3.56 
390 Special V-8 300 @ 4600 427 @ 2800 4.05 x 3.78 9.6 1 4-bbi. 3.00 3.56 
390 Police Special \V-8 330 @ 5000 427 3200 4.05 x 3.78 9.6 1 4-bbi. h 3.89 
390 Super V-8 375 @ 6000 430 @ 3400 : , 10.6 1 4-bbi. 3.89 
FORD THUNDERBIRD V-8 300 @ 4600 427 @ 2800 9.6 1 4-bbi -- 
IMPERIAL V-8 350 @ 4600 470 @ 2800 10.1 1 4-bbi --- 
LINCOLN CONTINENTAL V-8 300 @ 4100 465 @ 2000 10.0 1 2-bb! --- 
MERCURY Six 6 135 @ 4000 200 @ 2000 . 8.4 1 1-bbI 3.89 
292 V-8 175 @ 4200 279 @ 2200 A 8.8 1 2-bb! 3.89 
352 V-8 220 @ 4400 336 @ 2400 4. 8.8 1 2-bb! 3.89 
390 V-8 300 @ 4600 427 @ 2800 4.05 9.6 1 4-bbi 3.89 
OLDSMOBILE Dynamic 88 V-8 250 @ 4400 405 @ 2400 4.13 x 3. 8.8 1 2-bbI “++ 
Super 88.98 V-8 325 @ 4600 435 @ 2800 4.13 x 3. 10.0 1 4-bbI eee 
Starfire V-8 330 @ 4690 440 @ 2800 4.13 x 3. 10.2 1 4-bbI ++: 
PLYMOUTH Six 6 145 @ 4000 215 @ 2800 3.40 x 4.125 8.2 1 1-bbl. -*- 
Fury V-8 230 @ 4400 340 @ 2400 3.91 x 3.31 9.0 1 2-bbi. w+ 
Super Fury V-8 260 @ 4400 345 @ 2800 3.91 x 3.31 9.0 1 4-bbi. =e 
Golden Commando V-8 305 @ 4800 395 @ 3300 4.12 x 3.38 9.0 1 4-bbi. --- 
Sonoramic Commando V-8 330 @ 4800 460 @ 2800 4.25 x 3.38 10.0 2 4-bbi. --- 
PONTIAC Catalina, Ventura, Star Chief V-8 215 @ 3600 390 @ 2000 4.06 x 3.75 8.6 1 2-bbi. 3.08, 3.42 
Bonneville (optional other series) V-8 235 @ 3600 402 @ 2000 4.06 x 3.75 : 1 4-bbl. 3.08, 3.42 
Catalina, Ventura w/Hydramatic V-8 267 @ 4200 405 @ 2400 4.06 x 3.75 1 2-bbi. 2. 3.08, 2.56, 2.69 
Catalina, Ventura w/Hydramatic (opt) V-8 287 @ 4400 417 @ 2400 4.06 x 3.75 1 4-bbi. 23 2.56, 3.08, 2.96 
Star Chief w/Hydramatic V-8 283 @ 4400 413 @ 2800 4.06 x 3.75 1 2-bbi. 2.69, 3.08 
Bonneville w/Hydramatic V-8 303 @ 4600 425 @ 2800 4.06 x 3.75 1 4-bbi. 2.69, 3.08 
All series w/Hydramatic (optional V-8 230 @ 4000 380 @ 2000 4.06 x 3.75 1 2-bbi. os: 
All series (optional V-8 318 @ 4600 430 @ 3200 4.06 x 3.75 3 2-bbl. 2.69, 3.08, 3.42 
All series (optional) V-8 333 @ 4800 425 @ 2800 4.06 x 3.75 1 4-bbi. 3.64 
All series (optional V-8 348 @ 4800 430 @ 3200 4.06 x 3.75 3 2-bbi. 3.64 
RAMBLER Ambassador V-8 250 @ 4700 340 @ 2600 4.00 x 3.25 1 2-bbi. 3.15, 4.10 
Ambassador Power Pack V-8 270 @ 4700 360 @ 2600 4.00 x 3.25 1 4-bbl. 2.87, 4.10 
STUDEBAKER Hawk V-8 V-8 210 @ 4500 300 @ 2800 3.60 x 3.60 1 2-bbl. 3.54 
Hawk V-8 Power Pack V-8 225 @ 4500 305 @ 3000 3.60 x 3.60 1 4-bbi. 3.54 
BUICK SPECIAL V-8 155 4600 220 @ 2400 3.50 x 2.80 1 2-bbl. one 
Special V-8 185 4800 230 @ 3200 3.50 x 2.80 1 4-bbi. shan 
CHEVROLET CORVAIR Turho-Air 6 80 @ 4400 128 @ 2300 3.44 x 2.60 2 1-bbi. 3.55, 3.89 
Super Turbo-Air 6 98 4600 132 @ 2800 3.44 x 2.60 2 1-bbi. 3.55, 3.89 
COMET 1446 85 @. 4200 134 @ 2000 3.50 x 2.50 1 1-bbl. 3.23, 3.90 
170 6 101 @ 4400 156 @ 2400 3.50 x 2.94 1 1-bbi. 3.23, 3.90 
DODGE LANCER 170 6 101 @ 4400 155 @ 2400 3.40 x3 1 1-bbi. ece 
225 6 145 4000 215 2800 3.40 x 4.125 1 1-bbi. KAae 
FORD FALCON 144 6 85 @ 4200 134 @ 2000 3.50 x 2.50 1 1-bbl. wee 
170 6 101 @ 4400 156 @ 2400 3.50 x 1 1-bbl. eee 
OLDSMOBILE F-85 V-8 155 @ 4800 210 @ 3200 3.50 x 1 2-bbl. coe 
F-85 V-8 185 4800 230 3200 3.50 x 2 1 4-bbi. ida 
PLYMOUTH VALIANT 6 101 @ 4400 155 @ 2400 3.40 x 1 1-bbl. 3.23, 3.91 
PONTIAC TEMPEST 4 110 @ 3800 190 @ 2000 4.06 x 3.75 : 1 1-bbi. 3.31, 3.73 
Tempest w/Hydramatic 4 130 @ 4400 195 @ 2200 4.06 x 3.75 . 1 1-bbi. 55 
Leg ey Premium Fuel 4 120 @ 3800 202 @ 2000 4.06 x 3.75 , 1 1-bbi. 3.55 
Tempest Premium Fuel w/Hydramatic 4 140 @ 4400 207 @ 2200 4.06 x 3.75 ; 1 1-bbl. 55 
Tempest w/4-bbi 4 155 @ 4800 215 @ 2800 4.06 x 3.75 : 1 4-bbi. 3.08, 3.73 
Tempest V-8 V-8 155 @ 4600 220 @ 2400 3.50 x 2.80 8. 1 2-bbl. 3.08, 3.73 
RAMBLER AMERICAN Deluxe, Super 6 90 @ 3800 160 @ 1600 3.13 x 4.25 8.0 1 1-bbi. 3.78, 4.11 
AMERICAN Custom 6 125 @ 4200 180 @ 1600 3.13 x 4.25 8.7 1 1-bbi. 3.78 
CLASSIC Six 6 127 @ 4200 180 @ 1600 3.13 x 4.25 8.7 1 1-bbi. 4.11, 4.38 
CLASSIC Six Power Pack 6 138 @ 4500 185 @ 1800 3.13 x 4.25 8.7 1 2-bbl. 4.11, 4.38 
CLASSIC V-8 V-8 200 @ 4900 245 @ 2500 3.50 x 3.25 8.7 1 2-bbl. 3.55, 4.44 
CLASSIC V-8 Power Pack V-8 215 @ 4900 260 @ 2500 3.50 x 3.25 8.7 1 4-bh! 3.55, 4.44 
STUDEBAKER LARK Six 6 112 @ 4500 154 @ 2000 3.00 x 4.00 8.5 1 1-bbl. -54, 4.10, 4. 
LARK V-8 V-8 180 @ 4500 260 @ 2800 3.60 x 3.25 8.8 1 2-bb!. 3.31, 3.54 
LARK V-8 Power Pack V-8 195 @ 4500 265 @ 3000 3.60 x 3.25 8.8 1 4-bb'. 3.31, 3.54 
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FLeXiple 
UPHOLSTERY FINISAYD 


Restore nu-life and color to faded, soiled car, 
plane or boot upholstery! Seats, headliners, 
sidepanels, convertible tops, cloth rugs and 
rubber floor mats will have that original look 
again. Easily applied brush or spray. Won't 
chip or peel. Fadeproof. You can change color 
too! THE ONLY PRODUCT OF ITS KIND 
AWARDED THE MOTOR TREND SEAL OF AP- 
PROVAL. Write for free information, color chart 
and dealer location. 
Dept. 


LU hee T-6 











SELL ‘N’ SWAP 














FREE! ! Engine Torque Specification 
BOOK 


- 








TORQUE WRENCHES 
of Life Time Accuracy 


Sold around the world by 
leading hand tool manufac- 
turers, mail order houses, 
chain stores, specialty houses. 
Inch-pound, foot-pound 

and metric models in wide 
range of different capacities. 






Sturtevant Spring Tester 


With any torque wrench, quickly - 
accurately tests and matches sets of 
valve, clutch and other coil springs. 


Write Department “™ 


for Free Book and Catalog 





removes grease like 


no detergent can! 





Clean power mowers, engines, garage 
floors, kitchen walls and exhaust ducts, 
paint brushes, furnace filters, grilis or 
ovens, GUNK chemically changes grease 
into soap; rinses completely away with 
water. in handy aerosol of pour-spout 
cans at auto supply, farm, or hardware 
stores everywhere! 


GUNK CHICAGO CO., River Forest, il. 
serving the Midwest ond Southwest 


RADIATOR SPECIALTY CO., Charlotte, N.C. 
serving the East, Southeast and for West 

















< SUPERCHARGERS 


FLASHING PERFORMANCE FOR YOUR CAR! 


Write for free information 


Santa Monit 


















RUSTY FROZEN PARTS 


Frozen bolts, pipe threads, bearings, etc., yield 
to Kroil, the chemical lubricant that creeps into 
millionth inch spaces, dissolves rust and dried 
grease. Harmless to metal or skin — used by 
25,000 shops for 20 years. Now available in 
half-pint spout cans, 65¢ at your dealer. 


LABORATORIES, Nashville 11, Tennessee 
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Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words 
(not including name and address); Ist come, 
Ist served; we reserve the right to edit where 
necessary; we are not responsible for accuracy 
of description, although we will reject any mis- 
leading statements. This service is not open to 
commercial advertisers. No ads will be accepted 
if payment is not made in advance. Only one 
CAR may be listed in any single Sell ’N’ Swap 
insertion. This limitation will not apply to 
parts, catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per in- 
sertion. If your car is unusual and you have a 
photo of it suitable for publication, you may 
submit it with your ad. If we decide to print 
it there’s no cost to you for the cut, but we'll 
have to decide which photos to use. Sorry, no 
photos can be returned—Editor 


SELL 
BACK ISSUES: Motor Trend, Hot Rod, Road 
& Track —’49 inclusive to now. Very few 


missin ng: all in exc. cond. 25¢ ea. Inquiries 
invited. Complete your library now. Charles D. 
Gould, 1405 Cummins Parkway, Des Moines, 


lowa. 
STAR 4 ENGINE, Peerless 6 engine, '22 Essex 
radiator & shell. Also '52 English Ford engine, 
complete from engine thru transmission; runs 
beautifully, ready to install— $145. D. R. 
Blodgett, Box 1024, Peoria, Ill. 
'52 HUDSON Hornet conv. » powered by modi- 
fied, very hot Olds V-8. 13,000 mi. on engine 
& dual Hydra-Matic. Perf.; very clean, orig. 
~~, ——, $650 or reasonable offer. 
R. Parks gr A Hill Ave., Baltimore 34, 
- gto O "S4 

FRANKLIN oe rdstr.— No. 18 
of manent line. Beautifully restored at cost of 





$3000. Turquoise & black finish. Spare parts. 
Drive anywhere. $2350. R. J. Hull, 10808 24th 
N.E., Seattle 55, Wash. Phone EMerson 3-5994. 
°'35 BUICK 61 4-dr. sed., with sidemounts. 
Rare model in very good mech. cond. Exc. 
body — new maroon paint, no rust. Passed '60 
inspection; used . hn Extras. $300. Jes Wein- 
gartner, 1428 er. Plainfield, N.J. 
°39 JAGUAR S in ro running cond. Par- 
tially restored—new chrome, tires, battery, wire 
wheels. Can be seen at 307 Churchville Ave., 
Staunton, Va. Sgt. C. N. Ryder, Det. 4, HO 
AMC, BMC, SATA, Davis Monthan AFB, 


Ari riz. 
°50 FRAZER Manhattan 4-dr. conv. Exc. cond. 
—rebuilt mechanically thruout; drive any- 





where. Needs paint & top. Any reasonable offer 
accepted — overseas in avy. D. M. Fowler, 


815% E. Holt St., Ottumwa, lowa. 

AMERICAN AUSTIN PARTS — some new & 

used parts available. All letters with stamped, 

self-addressed envelope answered. J. F. Grivetz, 

3371_N. 40th St., Milwaukee 16, Wis. 

*37 LINCOLN Zephyr 4-dr. sed., with °53 

Chrysler New Yorker powerplant. Spotless in- 

side & out. Very low mileage; never raced. Best 

offer. Pix $1. Don Kayler, 1854 S. Arch, 

Alliance, Ohio. 

'41 BUICK Limited. Less than 16,000 mi.; like 

new, incl. orig. ww's. Stored in Bekins for 14 

rs. $1450 or best offer. Paul S. Trigg, 1680 

artar Lane, Lot 10, Compton, Calif. 

‘02 OLDSMOBILE. Curved dash. 1 cylinder, 

— steering. Runs; ready to go. E. C. Houser, 

820 Commercial SE, Salem, Ore. 

°36 DAIMLER (English) — restored by profes- 

sionals. Rt.-hand drive, built-in hydraulic jacks 

& Mk other features. Write for further info. 
eynolds, 2009 N. Broadway, Wichita, 


4: ‘INCH SCALE=foot wood kits — Marmon 
‘33-34 Packard, Pierce-Arrow, Cord L-29. 
y choices; detail led en ines, chassis. $3 ea. 

ms 4 Request 5th. Franklin Ingraham, MT- 

IMVOW, Albion, 

40 CADILLAC 62 4-dr. sed. Orig. good run- 


ning cond., new tires; paint faded. Straight 
stick. $350 or best offer. All inquiries anges. 
Art Steffen, ren Bennett Rd., Hilton 2, N.Y. 
’°34. MASERATI G.P. — 8-cyl., dohc, ” super- 
charged. Ex- a Villapaderno. Disassembled 
& extensively rebuilt; ready for assembly. Com- 
lete, except for body & valves. $1000. David 
a soame anch, Salina Star Rte., 
ulder. 
'26 MC PAOGHLIN. BUICK Master 6 sed. 
Beautifully restored; 6 exc. tires. Recently 
driven on 500-mi. tour. Orig. handbook. $1250. 
. L. Jacob, Research Dept., Willmar State 
Hospital, Willmar, Minn. 
j ODEL A rdstr. Restored — complete new 
cop. engine o’hauled; ready to go. $750 or best 
er . G. Lindsay, Box 125, Perth, Ont., 


Canada. 

SPORTS CAR FANS! Sponsor the construction 
of an American sports car which can out- 
perform expensive European machines. Send 
mame & address with “ to Custom Automotive 
Research Society, Box 126, Mansfield, Ohio. 
*54 NASH HEALEY = Brandywine red. 


Fresh engine o’haul; exc. cond. Make offer. 
Howard Curtis, 9597 Bolton Ave., Montclair, 
Calif. Phone NAtional 4-2357. 

*32 AUBURN 8 conv. sed. Restored — good 
rubber, wire wheels, dual sidemounts, dual- 





ratio axle. No rust. 60,000 paren mi.; dhe 
weekly. $1200. Dick Schafer, 868 Jason Ave., 
Akron 14, Ohio. 

‘41 CADILLAC conv. Engine o’hauled; good 
Paint, mew tires & tubes. Needs repairs on 
clutch & top. Some body rust. $300. Bruce W. 
Sterner, R.D. #1, Quarryville, Pa. 

*58 MERCEDES-BENZ 300-D 4-dr. hdtp. Fully 
equipped; Becker-Mexico radio, fuel injection, 
new ww’'s. Black finish; exc. cond. thruout. 
Sacrifice. Dwight Martin, 617 Ocean Ave., Seal 

ch, Calif. 

‘40 GRAHAM Supercharged 4-dr. sed. with 
o.d. Mech. fair, no y dents or rust. Orig. 
owner. . Name senior model made. Consider good 


offer. A. Craig, 5430 S. Virginia, Reno, Nev. 
‘31 oLbsmonit E 6-cyl. rack Exc. ON cond. 
in rear. New reat 








tires. Driven daily. Fine collector's item. $600. 
R. E. Robertson, 429 Munson Ave., Traverse 
City, Mich. 

*31 MODEL A pickup. Orig. thruout. Needs 
aint & some body work. $375. Robert L. 


ohnstone, 11506 odge Rd., Omaha, Neb. 
Phone 391-9251. 

"30 REO 4-dr. sed. Trunk & fender wells, oak 
wheels. Good cond. M. W. Demler, 6508 Bel- 
more Lane, Seg Minn. 

AUTO HOBBIES: Catalogs, photos, manuals, 
all yrs.; monthly bulletin with literature ex- 
change. Non-profit hobby association. Free 
info. Auto Enthusiasts, x 451-D, Mount 
Clemens, Mich. 

‘30 OLDSMOBILE deluxe 4-dr. sed., with dual 
sidemounts. Orig. cond., good body, tires; exc. 
engine, interior, glass. Details & pix, if desired. 
Best offer. Scott Frampton, 10 Craven Dr., 
Chatham, Ont., Canada. 

H HEALEY sports conv. 6-cyl., with 
3-speed transmission & o. ew chrome & 
maroon paint 2 yrs. ago. Body exc.; top fair. 
Pix on request. $1095. Jack G. Pounds, R.F.D. 
#1, Bolivar, N.Y. 

36 AUBURN 8 4-dr. conv. phaeton. Exc. 
cond.; restored. Palomino tan, white wheels; 
new tires. Complete, with spare parts. $1100. 
Lyle D. Bobzin, 516 de Anza Dr., Corona Del 
ar. Calif. Phone ORiole 3-3055. 
‘31 REO Royal spt. clb. cpe. Orig. nickel steel 
meg exc. engine, recently o’hauled; new pis- 
tons —-. 6 wire wheels. $1000 or st 
offer. , naee e Arase. 599 Eastern Parkway, 
Peookize } 16, Phone PR 2-1658. 
36 CHRY Sin Wrodel C-8 Airstream cpe. 8- 
gl. with o.d. Make offer. William Voigt, 1209 
State St., Ottawa, Il. 
4 E rdstr. — 4-cyl., 12-vole, with silent 
starter. Black; runs good. $1250. Also Peerless 
6 engine, Star 4 en ine, '27 Buick engine. 
D. R. Blodgett, Box 1024, Peoria, Ill. 











— 
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‘29 CHRYSLER rdstr. New paint, ah. i eBay 
curtains; rechromed. 6 wire wheels. rig. 
engine. Beautiful sports car, used as business 
attraction. $1300 or offer. Ivan Moyer, Pale- 
town Rd., Quakertown. Pa. 
40 CADILLAC 62 4-dr. conv. Engine o’hauled; 
new 6-ply Denman Handcrafted tires. Midnight 
blue; completely orig. mint cond. $1500 firm. 
a Beidelman, 1415 E. Lake St., Minne- 
polis, Minn. 
"eS PACKARD Caribbean conv. Immac. cond. 
— former ong J parade car. White & 2-tone 
reen; torsion level suspension, full a 
rig. owner. O. Schmidt, 6701 N. Sioux Ave., 
<picage 46, Ill. 
CORD 812 Custom Beverly sed. Mech. perf.; 
orig. or restored to orig. thruout. This gray 
prestige sedan is a real drivable car. Asking 
$2800. Bill Baum, 6538 6lst Ave., Kenosha, 


Wis 

14 “EXCELSIOR Suge X. Orig. paint, new 
tires; in running cond. Highest bid takes. New- 
ton Motorcycle Co., 2612 Ist Ave. W., Newton, 
Iowa. Phone PY 2-1951 

°39 CADILLAC 62 4-dr. sed. — rare model. 
Exc. tires & mech. cond. Needs paint, small 
body work. Drive anywhere. $500. Kenneth B. 
McNus, 552 Arthur Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
"49 CHRYSLER Town & Country. Green; orig. 
in every way — like new. One owner, always 





garaged; 72,000 mi. New tires. $750. Ralph 

— 1017 E. Michigan Ave., Jackson, 
1 

‘29-30 LASALLE Fleetwood body 4-dr. conv. 

phaeton. 6 wheels; new top, new rubber. $750 

firm. Kenneth K. Atkins, se of. rus Dr., 

7? coca. Ohio. Phone S$ dR3 4: 

8 HUDSON TERRAPLANE Srey: 2 a Good 
onan & mech. cond. All orig. parts; 5 wheels 
& tires. Body has no rust holes. Make offer. 
Ralph Jeffrey, 691 Oakdale Dr., Sarnia, Ont., 
Canada. 

'37 LASALLE V-8 rdstr. with rumbleseat. 
Black with white top. Engine recently o’hauled, 
rille ok; drive-away cond. Some extras. $560. 
van E. Fleming, 2624 N. 36th, Boise, Ida. 
ONE-OF-A-KIND handbuilt custom, with Cad- 
illac engine. Power brakes, steering, doors & 





windows. Wire wheels, removable to es 
cond. $6000; no trades. B. Wood, Poo9 
42nd. Spokane 36, Wash. Phone TE 8-1117. 
'27 WOLVERINE soft-top cpe., with rumble- 
seat. -—, perf.; needs paint & top re-covered. 
$20 J. . Hardesty, t. 1 Box 75, Lathrop, 


lif. 
3 CADILLAC 70 V-8 with sidemounts. Perf. 
cond. thruout, mech. perf.; 40,000 orig. mi. 
Aas $950. R. C. ohnson, 1726 20th Se. 
N.W., Washington 9, D. C. 
30 MODEL rdstr. Exc. restoration — new 
top, tires, uph., shocks, | gg oe hubcaps, etc. 
62,000 orig. mi. $1000 firm. Info & pix. Tom 
Van Riper, 3760 Polk, Dearborn 8, Mich. 
‘20 PACKARD 6 touring — Ist yr. of series. 
 R lete, with —~ side curtains; 38,000 orig. 

arn-aged. $850. Dr. Goodman, 14 W. Cen 
tral, Natick, a 
16 "SEAGRAVE ‘ * 80-hp fire game in good 
operating cond. y, pn any all-bronze © grime. 
orig. bell, equipment, etc. Fast. $1250 
1788 Beacon St., Brookline, Mass. 
°36 CADILLAC Fleetwood V-8 sed. Sidemounts, 
disc covers. Over $350 spent in reconditioning; 
needs paint & slip covers. Good running order. 
$650. & F. Wood, 9 Brimmer St., Boston, Mass. 
°30 LINCOLNS. Pair —7-pass. touring & opera 
sed. Sidemounts, wire wheels. New top, uph., 
aint; low mileage. Parts car incl. $1850. Byrd, 
ast Sullivan, Me. 
'36-37 CORD SERVICE BULLETINS. Over 
200 pages, incl. complete parts list. $15. 
Norman M. Doyle, 10824 . Estates Dr., 
Cupertino, Calif. continued on page 82 


















































MOTOR TREND brings you exclusive monthly reports on all the very 


latest news happenings in Detroit, ‘‘The Motor City” . . . Unique ‘‘Round 
the Clock’ reports on major European automotive events . . . Down to 
earth comparison charts and specifications reports on all the current car 
models . . . America’s finest fully illustrated road tests. 


MOTOR TREND is published by PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO., Publishers of HOT ROD, MOTOR LIFE, 
CAR CRAFT, KART, ROD & CUSTOM, GUNS & AMMO, POWER BOAT, SPORTS CAR GRAPHIC and ‘TEEN ~ 


Magazines. 


MT-661 
MOTOR TREND Magazine 5959 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


C] Bill me later for $3.50 (12 issues) 
] $3.50 enclosed—send me 2 extra issues—making total of 14 issues of MOTOR TREND. 














Name 

Address 

City Zone___State 

NOTE — If you are renewing your current subscription, please indicate date of expiration of your 


GUOITIIIIII a ccescredsncstcisesnanpisinabbanisis . date subscription runs out — can be found on mailing label. 
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SELL ‘N’ SWAP continued 


SAFETY BELTS & GOGGLES — new — Air 
Corps surplus. Saf 4, - 3-in. B-11; quick- 
release buckle — $5. Goggles M- 1944, indi- 
vidually boxed, cabtae frame, wide-view clear- 
view lens; preferred by all racing drivers — 
$2.95. armelin, 7605 Essex, Chicago 49, 


Ii. 

*28 CHEVROLET 2-dr. cpe. in exc. cond. Re- 
painted, orig. interior, undercoated. 5 new 
tires, new battery. Less than 20,000 actual mi.; 
one gerwhere. $595. John Coleman, Jeanes- 


37 “ ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom III sedanca De- 
Ville. Exc., orig. cond.; mech. perf. Best offer 





over $3000. Monte Givens, 1309 S. Bowie, Abi- 
Ow 26 


lene, Tex. Phone 
CLASSIC & ANTI UE CAR Sales Catalogs: 
Packard, Chrysler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce- 
Arrow, Buick, Ford (Model A & later), Orphan 
& ieee cars; minimum $5 ea. Also MoToR 
Y.) a— Numbers. Details for large, 
seamed, a ddressed envelope. A. E. Twohy, 
Kenmore, Los Angeles 4, Calif. 
TUCKER AUTOMOBILE factory folders, test 
by Tom McCahill, history of the car, sales 
sheets, newspaper ads, etc. tay mailed 
anywhere ~ A $1. Jerry Moore, x10574, 
Riviera 
AUTOMOBILE LITERATURE — Sales cata- 
: instruction books, many makes °37 thru 
some postwar catalogs; Motor magazines 
*32 thru °47. SCocalegs $2 & up. Send 10c for 
lists. Morton Weisbord, 1015 Babbitt Ave., 
Northridge, Calif. 
"48 JAGUAR Mark IV conv. Immac.; black 
lacquer, red leather, new tires. O’hauled me- 


chanically & electrically bump to p 








Orig. rt & h, fitted tools. $1750 firm. Ray 
Critcher, Green View Motel, Blowing Rock, 


 t 

MOTORBOOKS — British, French, German, 
Italian & American car handbooks & shop 
manuals; books on maintenance, repair, tuning, 
racing, rallies, antiques, classics. Catalog (500 
items) 25c. Grays (Dept. MT), Mail Order 


Motor Booksellers, urstpierpoint, Sussex, 
England. 

*30 MARQUETTE spts. cpe. with rumbleseat. 
Orig.; good tires, very good cond. Drive an 

where. Photo to anyone interested. $500. CR. 
Koalska, 1151 Maple St., Red Wing, Mion: 
*32 PACKARD Super 8 4-dr., with sidemounts. 
Needs restoration. Complete, with extra parts. 
A real classic. Photo en os - $200, as is. 
a Koalska, 1151 aple St., Red Wing, 


Min 

"41 “CADILLAC sed. Black, with ww , like new 
inside & out. Stick shift; r. & h. $395. Also 
classic Packards for sale. Bruce Clayton, 125 
Eyre St., Lakewood, N. J. Phone FOxcroft 
*27 REO “Flying Cloud’’ Model A 4-dr. sed. 
Exc. cond. — partially restored; running order. 
Extra parts available. David W. Goree, 208 
Lincoln, Thompson Falls, Mont. 

’54 KAISER-DARRIN rdstrs. Have 2 — both 
in perf. cond. One red, with white top; other 
white, with black top. Will sell one or both — 
$1800 ea. E. D. itler, 1201 Calhoun St., 
Trenton, N. J. 

’29 FORD Tudor in parts. Rebuilt engine, 
mever run; new & chromed parts. Ideal for 
collector or parts man. Sacrifice at $225. Jack 
E. Rader, Jr., 108 E. Dixon, Charlevoix, Mich. 
°40 CADILLAC Fleetwood 60 Special — 6- 
wheeled black beauty. Exc. cond. — represents 
over $1200 investment since July "59. Asking 
$800. eapeon, 613 aoe Dr., 
Sunnyvale, Calif. Phone ead 6-96 

"47 NCOLN CONTIN NTAL conv. Black, 
with “aie top, ww’'s; i uph. Exc. mech. 
cond. All stock — no modifications, V-12 en- 





ee. Needs goin $1650 or best offer. J. L. 
antland, 837 W. Outer Dr., Oak Ridge, 
Tenn. Phone 483-9610. 

16 — 3-dr. conv. Runs peed, | looks 
ood, aed Best cash offer. John W. Du 
ant, _ "pilocane Gas Kingstree, S. C. 
MAKE MONEY AT HOME — the easy way. 
Put a marble-like finish on dashes, window 
— etc. For complete info & instructions, 
— $i to Gene Burt, R.D. #2, Pleasantville, 


JAGUAR Mark VII with stick shift, Cadillac 
engine, clutch, radiator; 3.00:1 Indianapolis 
rear gears. Exc. cond. a black body, 
with red leather, walnut. Extras. Only $1500. 
F. M. Nalley, Little Tower Ranch, Rt. 1, Ojai, 
Calif. Phone Milton 6-1023. 

*30 MODEL A cpe. Not restored, but in exc. 
cond. Orig. uph., incl. floormat; good paint & 
tires. No mech. defects; no rust. Gene Hafer, 
Box 391, Newton, N. C. 

"37 PACKARD 110 conv. rdstr. with rumble- 
seat. R & h; ww’s. Green, recent white vinyl 
top — otherwise unrestored. Running gear & 


KS 


body in a good cond. 50,000 mi.; inspected 
& licensed. Pass any test. $700. F. Schindewolf, 
28 Terrace Circle, Great Neck, L. I., N 
Phone HU 7-0353. 

COLLECTORS ... Automobile ink drawings. 
Cars of the '20s, Set 2: '20 McFarlan, ‘22 Essex, 
°23 Stutz, 24 Heine Velox, '27 Ford, ’29 Dues- 
enberg. B14” x 11” quality paper stock for 
mounting or framing for den or recreation 
. atch for Set 3. Cole-Cars, 
243 S. Whiteoak St., Apt. C, Kutztown, Pa. 
CONTINENTAL MA K If DATA— incl. mag- 
azine ads, various manuals, sales literature, pho- 
tos, etc., in perf. cond. Sell to highest bidder. 
Send wie or_ inquiries to John . Gillis, Ree. 
3, Box 514, China Grove, N. C. 

CLASSIC AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS — all 
makes ‘24 to ‘42. Motor Annual Show issues 
& monthly issues '24 to '43, manuals, salesmen’s 
data books & prints. Over 1000 items. Listing 
35c. Sheldon Lewis, 61-33 213th St., Bay- 
side, L. I., N. Y. 


SELL OR SWAP 

MOTOR TREND COLLECTION — Sept. °49 
(Vol. 1, ~*~ 1) thru Oct. ’59. Sell or trade for 
best =. . J. Garden, 13030 Corliss, Seattle 


33, Was 
56 PACKARD Patrician. Fully automatic; tor- 
sion bars, refrigeration. Exc. thruout, incl. tires; 
60,000 mi. $800. Swap up or down for inter- 
ae car with standard transmission & o.d. 
Timberlake Jr., 704 Monticello Dr., Tal- 
wry Fla 
35°. ‘A SALLE conv. cpe. with rumbleseat. °50 
Olds pa en automatic transmission with floor 
selector. Needs minor wom, Sell or trade for 
what-have-you? Charles R. Ford, 612 Leonard 
Ave., De Kalb, Ill. Phone 6-6767. 


WANTED 
phd ay STEAM CARS — restored or unre- 
stored. Advise price, roo — model, yr. 


Any pix AG be returned. need steam car 
books, manuals. Bill Slep, PO Box 178, Ellen- 
ton, Fla. 

*30 OR '31 FORD rdstr., cpe. or cabriolet body. 
Body must be stock & *within 50-mile tadius. 
Will ng up to $100. Robert M. Russell Jr., 
157 Pleasant Ave., Ambler, Pa. 

MOTOR TREND back issues: All of 54, Feb. 
thru Sept. 55, March '56. Also want '55 (only) 
Cadillac owners’ manual, advertising brochure, 
technical material, etc. Howard ~*~ i. 
Jr., 4948 Roberta a. Pittsb 
DYKES AUTOMOBILE ENCYCLOPEDIA — 
yrs. 1917-"18 or ‘19. ror . Johnson, 619 Sth 
Ave., Belle Fourche. S. D. 

37 OR '38 y wit pe Somer rial conv. cpe. 
Body oust be in groe shape rite, giving de- 
tails. J. C. Gruse, R.R. 1, Rosedale, Ind. 

56 PACKARD Caribbean. State cond., price & 
color. If possible, send a picture. James . Man- 
ifold, Box 332, Martinsburg. Pa. 

OLD’ AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS, manuals, 
salesmen’s data books, Motor Annual Show is- 
sues, ATJ magazines, radiator ornaments (mas- 
cots), motometers of cars of ‘20s & '30s. Paying 
top prices. pueens J. Lewis, 61- 83 213th Se., 
Bayside, L. I., N. 

ORIGINAL Se owners instruction 
oem, sales catalogs, shop manuals — any make 
1900-'25, classics *25-'35. Also ALAM, ABT, 
NACC Handbooks. Prices & details in Ist let- 
ter, _— R. Pierce, 3517 Dollar Dr., Akron 
19, 
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ALTERNATOR TEST 


DETROM @ CHICAGO 












PLYMOUTH—This car traveled 328 miles without a battery. Alternator, stand- 
Dr ard on 1961 Chrysler Corporation cars, provided all necessary electrical energy. 


: Detroit to Chicago without a battery 


The story of the amazing 328-mile test run from Detroit to Chicago 
made by two Chrysler Corporation cars without batteries . . . how the new 
Alternator delivered all the current needed to run the engine 

and heater, even in stop-and-go traffic. 








One frigid morning in Detroit recently, 
our engineers started up two 1961 Chrysler 
Corporation cars, removed their batteries 
and headed for Chicago. 

They stopped in traffic 24 times. They 
took a 56-minute lunch break. And after 
5% hours’ actual traveling time and 328 
miles of driving they reached Chicago. 
Without batteries. 

How? Like all our 1961 cars, these two 
were equipped with the amazing new 
Alternator. Unlike the old-fashioned gen- 
erator, the Alternator keeps charging even 
when the motor’s idling. 


In fact, as this test dramatically proves, 
the Alternator delivers enough energy to 
keep the car running under normal traffic 
conditions without calling on the battery 
at all! And you get it only in Chrysler 
Corporation cars at no extra cost. 

We don’t recommend that you try this 
with your car, no matter what make it is. 
But we do think this shows clearly why 
the Alternator takes a load off the battery. 

Sound good? See your dealer. Let a drive 
bring out the difference great engineering 
makes. 











Battery-saving 
Alternator keeps 
battery charged when 
generators can’t. Many 
police and taxi fleets 
pay extra to get special 
Alternator installa- 
tions. Yet the amazing 
new Alternator is stand- 
ard equipment on all 
1961 Chrysler Corpo- 
ration cars. 





Chrysler Corporation 7 


Serving America’s new quest for quality 


PLYMOUTH VALIANT @ 
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= PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO, « 


Hs whats up front that counts 


[FILTER -BLEND la Winston exclusive, is one reason why 
Winston continues to be America’s best-selling filter cigarette 
year after year. Winston delivers flavor—twenty times a pack, 
thanks to up front—rich golden tobaccos spe- 


cially selected and processed for filter smoking. Try Winston. 


R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO., WINSTON-SALEM, N. C, 


Also available in crush-proof box. 








